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PREFACE. 


* 2200 following Se were written by Mr. 

WILLIAM Barry, ſome years before his death; 
and the poem on Meſſiah's Conqueſts was begun by 
him ;. but as death put a period to his exiſtence, when 
be had gone through the Old Teftament, and entered 
into the New. to the third attack which ſatan made 
upon Immanuel, Matt. iv. 8. it remained unfiniſhed for 
the ſpace of four years after his death. Some of his 
bearers then ſolicited me (who am brother to the de- 
eeaſed) to compleat the work : accordingly, I complied 
with their requeſt, and have uſed my beſt endeavours 
to tread in the reps of the author ; wherein, if I have 
failed, I beg that every reader will throw over it the 
mantle of charity. The author of the fo lowing poem 
did not appear to write from ſiniſter motives, or merce- 
nary ends ; and every perſon who properly underſtands 
the cold reception which the goſpcl has met with, in all 
ages, from the generality of mankind, will readily con- 
_ cluge, that if the author”s motives by. the follewing per- 
| A 2 | formance, 
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'' formance, had been either to pleaſe men or — 2 
lucre, he would have choſen a different ſulhect, rather 
than have confined himſelf chiefly io ſet forth the vie- 
tory of Him, who in every age, has been a ſtone if 
ſtumbling, and rock of offence, to the Phariſee ; and to 
the learned Greek, fooliſhneſs. But it hath pleaſed the 
Father to hide thoſe things from the wiſe and prudent : 
yet in his infinite condeſcenſion hath revealed them unto 

babes; and I, who am leſs than the leaſt of all his ſcr- 
wants, wwho have joined my weak abilities to further 
this performance; all my defire is, that the conquering 
 Meffiab, who never fails of obtaining a compleat vic- 
tory over all his animated adverſaries, may accompany 
it with his bleſſing ; that the dark may be enlightencd ; 
and that every believer may be ftrengthened, and built 

1 in their moſt holy faith, ſo that God may be glorified 

thereby, is the hearty and fincere wore of the reader's Bl By 
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carried on, and ſtill ſubſiſting among profe. 
fors of Chriſtianity, that of ſalvation by grace is one 
of the principal: and this indeed immediately con- 
cerns thoſe, who have any zeal for the glory of 
God, the honour of Chriſt's name, and advancement 
of his kingdom, or the good of mankind : all which 


ſeparable connection therewith, a" in my judgment 
they wo ſtand « or fall tog 15 


articles have Tuch a dependance thereupon, and in- 


5 „ True 


— 


— — = nt AAA — — : 


— 
— — — 


8 — 
— 


—— * 
== 0 


A 
5 
ö 
1 
| 
j 
bt 
'F 


and direction. Therefore in the beg 


CE VBEFEMON Et 


Trus it is, that many Chriſtian controverſies have 
appeared and been carried on, in a ſeeming diſtant 


relation to that grand point; yet upon a cloſe ex. 


amination, or by length of time in toſſing it to and 
fro, it has been fully manifeſt that this doctrine has 
been the hinge, whereupon they have all turned, 


and wherein they have all centered. This was the 


fundamental difference between the Romaniſts and 
Luther 3 and this is the central point of difference 
in all thoſe diſputes amongſt Proteſtants, not only 
concerning liberty and neceſlity, or grace and free. 
will; but alſo concerning preparations for conver. 
fion ; the nature of faith; fitneſs for grace, &c. 
Treatiſes are written from many different quarters 
from time to time, upon this important ſubject; 
diſcovering the grace of God in oppoſition to coun- 
terfeits: yet as it is a doctrine that will ever want 
repeating to thoſe who hear and believe it; and 
manifeſting, or declaring, to thoſe who are ignorant 
thereof; I have ventured to contribute my mite into 
the ſanctuary, according to my ability; without (l 
truſt) deſpiſing, or undervaluing thoſe, who have 
gone before, and cleared the path of that rubbiſh 
Which is continually falling into it from corrupt 


nature. Figs 


In 1 Cor. xvi. 8, 9. the apoſtle Paul tells the 
Corinthians, that at Epheſus there was a great door 
and effectual opened for him to preach” the goſpel; 
but many adverfaries. By the grace of God, a door 


is opened even for an apoſtle to preach ſucceſsfully: 


and: by grace the hearts are opened to receive the 


word of ſalvation ſavingly. In the Acts of the Apo- 
files we have a further account of this preaching, 
not only by being told, that there were many called 


to be diſciples; but that thoſe difciples became a 
regularly organized church, under apoſtolic labour 
inning of this 


| chapter, 


EFERWOWL. . Tg 
chapter, he tells that church, that they weren once 
dead in ſins, children of wrath, and walked accord 
ing to the courſe of this world, which was according 


to the mind of the prince of the power of the air, 
but that now they were quickened, and that by 


God, through his powerful word, who in mercy hau 
loved them in their death and Gia and out of that 
love had ſent his Son, who had died for them; and 


riſen, again for their juſtification; and with whom 
(ith Paul) ye are or were quickened. For as 
God's people ſuffered and paid in their Surety, ſo 


in like manner, in their Surety they roſe and fat 


down in the heavens : and if fo; it is evident they 
muſt be as paſſive in their ſecond as in their firſt 
birth. "Then he adds, By grace are ye ſaved, and 
for this end primarily, that in the ages to come, he 


might ſhew the exceeding, riches of his grace, in his 


kindneſs or everlaſting love towards them in Chriſt 


Jeſus ;- and then as if he had but hinted at their 
ſalvation, by grace, he adds, in the text, by way of 


further explanation, By grace are ye ſaved through 
faith, and leſt any ſhould ſurmiſe that this faith is 
a work of man, to be attained by human power; or 


acted by himſelf, he adds, and that not of anne 
but even that: faith is the gift of God. 


For the ſake of order, J. hall divide the text in 
the following manner. Firſt, treat of ſalvation 


Le are ſaved. Secondly, of the efficient cauſe, : 


namely, grace; By grace are ye ſaved. Thirdly, 
of the way how, through faith. Fourthhy, of the 


negative and poſitive aſſertion, that this ſalvation is 


not from ſelf, or of man, but ef grace; And that 
not of yourſelves ; it is the _ of God. And 


laſlly, of the reaſon ſubjomed; Not of . | 


left any man ſhould boaſt. fe 
+ Firſt then, let us conſider the inpert of the kind 
ration. 1 ſin never entered, there would have 
Ba been 
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_— SERMON I. 
deen no miſery nor bondage, and conſequently, no 
occaſion for ſalvation. For to imagine that man i; 
now in that fame ſtate and condition he was in when 
turned out of the hands of his Maker, is an indig. 
nity put upon the Creator, and a contradiction tg 
the reaſon of man. For the inviſible things of 
God are clearly ſeen by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead,” whereby it 
1s manifeſt through the works of creation to the 
conſcience of man, that if all this world and its ful. 
neſs was made by God, and for the uſe of man, he 
(that is, man) muſt have been in a different ſtate and 
condition from what he now is, and more capable 
of governing and enjoying it than he is at preſent: 
otherwiſe God could not have expected glory from 
the works of his hands; and if man is at'preſent as 
he came from the hands of God, blind, envious, 
diſtracted, and enſlaved, by a variety of tormenting 
(and to ſelf incurable) paſſions, it cannot be a ſin to 
gratify the ſame; unleſs we can ſuppoſe that pride, 
envy, and indignation, conſtitute the character of 
the Creator of all things; and that tyranny, diſorder, 
and confuſion, are eſſential parts of his government 
bingo. re 
But the word of God (the ſeriptures of truth) 
declare that God made man upright, but that he 


has ſought out many inventions. Man was originally 


made in the image of God; that is, in knowledge, 
. knowing the true God, whereby he believed in him: 
righteoufneſs, that is, a ſquaring with the divine law 
in words and actions: holineſs, that is, true holineſs, 
or holineſs of the truth, conſiſting in love, through 
which he was holy and without blame before him in 


love unfeigned, being free from every inordinate 


paſſion, and unholy temper, in ſpotleſs purity, a cre- 
ated image of Jehovah, who is characterized THREE 
and Ons, that is, Father, Word, and Spirit; and 


yet thoſe three are one God. So the image of the 
three-one God in man, was a threefold life, which 
his ſoul lived in the body; namely, that of the plants, 
for we grow up from a ſeed, as a tender plant before 
him, and that of the brutes, for they have the five 
ſenſes in as great perfection as man; and joined with 
theſe the divine life conſiſting in the favour of God: 
and beſides this the foul in man is diſtinguiſhed into 
heart, ſoul, and mind, which three faculties are ſaid 
to be renewed in the regenerate, and the ſubjects of 
the three afore-named qualifications, that is, know- 


ledge, righteouſneſs, and holineſs; and yet this 


threefold life in man with the ſuitable qualifications 


to each faculty, make, according to the ſcripture, 


one living ſoul; and a curious image of the three- 
one God. 


% 


In this ſtate man was both a federal or covenant, 
and natural head of all mankind. His ſituation was 
in an earthly paradiſe, ſuited to the original frame 
and conſtitution of his body, he — between 
the viſible and inviſible worlds, and as a link coup- 


ling or connecting them together. As God was his 


Sovereign, he had an abſolute right to diſpoſe of 
him according to the pleaſure of his will; nor could 
there be the leaſt ſhadow or pretended right in the 
creature to reply againſt God, Why haſt thou 


made me thus.” Notwithſtanding, he was a perfect 
* law to himſelf”? and © in a law to God,” yet God 


did not leave him to that innate. or original law 
(eſſential to his frame as a creature) but gave him a 


poſitive law by ſpecial revelation, to be as a teſt or 


proof of his obedience, and a means of dependance 
upon him; whereby alone he could only ſtand and 
retain his happinefs. I his - poſitive law or divine 
revelation, was comprized in theſe words; Thon - 
mayeſt freely eat of ſuch and ſuch fruit, but in the 
day thou eateſt of the fruit of the tree of + 4 
1 2 0 
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_ 8 E RMO N I. 
of good and evil, thou ſhalt" ſurely die.“ Here waz 


divine authority, declared in the divine word, ma- 
nifeſting God a Soyereign, both bountiful and Juſt. 
bountiful in giving his creature ſuch variety and 
plenty, and juſt in declaring he would reward his 
obedience with a continuation of his favours; and 
puniſh his tranſgreſſion with death ſpiritual, tem- 
poral, and eternal. Hereby it appears, that man's 
firſt. and great duty was, to believe in God ; and 
td have his dependance upon him, through the word 
he had ſpoken, and whereby he would retain a ſenſe: 

or knowledge of his true character, as juſt and be- 
Aaken ; and which ſhould have been the ſpring 5 
his obedience, through love and fear. 

The temptation againſt him was ſuited to his Nate 
and circumſtance; and principally intended to des 
face God's character in his mind, by imprinting 
other notions therein concerning his Creator, than- 
were manifeſted unto him by his natural knowledge: 
ar ſpecial revelation.! Ve ſhall not ſurely die, 


ſaid the father of lies: here was a flat contradiction: 


to the divine word, by or from a concluſion drawn 


from vain and deiſtical premiſes, by the arch · free- 


thinker, who is the father of lies, and imitated to 
this day by a genuine offspring of his; who are wiſe 
in their own conceits, above what is written; but 


not waſhed from their filthineſs: but their folly ſhall 


be made manifeſt as his was, in ſpeaking a lie which 
was his own, for he was the father of the ſame. 
When this lie was admitted. or received into the 


mind, by believing it, the holy Adam was begotten 


by it ana mother it; a child of darkneſs unto a vain. 


and hypocritical hope t and the old man was formed 


hereof, together with all his evil members, as fully 


as the new man is begot and formed of the truth 
of God. The truth of God was driven out of the 


heart by * Jie; the 2 knowledge of God's 


character, 
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character, as juſt and bountiful, was loſt ; and this 
was followed by a breach of God's law: whereby 
man became a ſinner, and unrighteous, plunged into 
the whirlpool of corruption, through luſt, (or evi 
delire) whereby he became unholy in heart, temper, 
and diſpoſition, which the ſcripture calls a leproſy, 
- Wor-the plague of fin. Thus luſt having conceived, 
brought forth fin; and that being finiſhed, brought 
ßorth death: and now where truth and the know- 
ledge of God dwelt in the heart before, the lie or 
error took place, and became a fit habitation or cage 
for the unclean ſpirit, (as the renewed heart is for 
the Holy Ghoſt; who lives and works in the hearts 
of the children of diſobedience ; and hereby all un- 
regenerate ſouls, are properly conſtituted and rightly 


man, which had conſiſted in the favour and enjoy- 
ment of God, was now-:loſt; and he became dead in 
fin, ipnorant of God, alienated from him; partaker 
with the: devil in his grand rebellion, a volunteer in 
his army; a ſlave to Juits and paſſions, an enemy to 
God; under the curſe of a broken law; having 
no true hope, and without God in the world.” | 


Adam being the covenant head of all manking, 
they ſinned, and by virtue of the covenant were. 

| conſtituted ſinners, and guilty with himſelf of the 
threatened death; which in its. full <xtent was ba- 


niſhment from God's preſence. and the glory of his 
power; with an everlaſting deſtruQion both of body 


and ſoul to all eternity. Thus by one offence, im- 


puted to all, judgment came on all men, to eondem- 


nation; and death reigned by that one offence,. 


paſſing upon all, (boch infants, and aged) becauſe all 
had finned: and it is to be obſerved, that death 
reigns, not becauſe of old age only, but becauſe of 
ſin, through the werd of God, which gives power 
unto death ʒ for h G * threatening werd, (“ (0p 
= I Ii | ITE 4. 8 Alt 


called the children of the devil. That divine life in 
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ſhale die 9 fin reigns unto death, over all mankind, 
And as Adam was like wiſe the natural head of al 
mankind, when he became a ſinner and corrupted; 
he muſt now, by the laws of generation, tranſmit 
corruption, fin, and miſery to all his poſterity : ſo 
that now we are conceived and born in fin. 

From this ſource of evil (the lie received) flows 
all man's miſery, diſtraction, and confuſion of mind; 
wickedneſs and blaſphemy in his heart againſt God, 
through wanting to be independent of him, and ma. 
nage for himſelf, by his wiſdom, ſtrength, and righ- 
teouſneſs; which is followed by diſappointments, 

vexations of mind, horror, and deſpair, raging a- 

gainſt God through meeting with the curſe at every 
turn; and at laſt with all the miſeries of hell, it not 

prevented by the ſalvation of Gd. 

The world in its preſent ſtate, is a full roof of 
this. Wickedneſs and miſery are the inhabitants of 
every place and land; and the manifold motions 
and inventions of man, to heal himſelf, or flee from 
it, are only attended with diſappointments and Hing 

down in ſorrow. _. 

The ſalvation of God has different meanings in 

; fariptare. Sometimes it ſignifies a ſalvation from 
outward bondage and diſtreſs; and then it is tem- 
poral, or but for a time. Thus it was with regard 
to Iſrael, when in cruel bondage and diſtreſs under 
the Egyptians; and when they cried unto the Lord, 
be heard their groanings; and ſent them a deliverer, 
and ſaved Ifrael with a great ſalvation. - But this in 
We. eneral. was but temporal; for many of thoſe 

d in the wilderneſs. Again we read, that 
þ fas their ſeed was brought into the promiſed. land, 
upon their diſobedience, God ſold them into their 
enemies hands, where they were diſtreſſed in bon- 
dage: and when they cried unto the Lord, he raiſed 


| up 6 perſons * with power from on 


high, 
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high, as Sampſon, Gideon, Jephthah; &c. and thoſe; 


obtained for the ſame the character of faviours. [IN 
But the ſalvation ſpoken of in the text is different 
0 from all theſe. Firſt, in the Saviour; for however 


great and mighty thoſe other ſaviours were; yet 


s they were all but men, of like paſſions with the 
; Wl faved. But he who is the captain of this ſalvation 
, is above Joſhua, Moſes, &c. as far as the heavens 
i= Wl are above the earth, and much more; for he is the 
. W mighty God who created all things, and who was 
born of a woman, in time, by the overſhadowinz 

power of the moſt High; and was truly called the 
Son of God.,—Equal to the Father in majeſty and 
power : the image of the inviſible God: his very 
character: in whom all the incommunicable per- 
fections of the Deity ſhone forth with inexpreſſible 
blaze; for when he manifeſted forth his glory, his 
diſciples believed on him. He was and is the Eſ- 
ſence exiſting : Father of Eternities, Times, and 
Ages: the Jehovah, who was and is the Almighty : 
through aſſumption of our nature he became Im- 


in one perſon for ever. Here he had a name given 
him which is above every name, even JES Us, to 
fignify that he is Jehovah in the fleſh, who will fave 
his people from their ſins: for among” them there 
was none found able or worthy. 

| Secondly, as this Saviour was the greateſt of any 
ever appearing under that character, ſo his ſalvation 
is proportionable thereunto. For he muſt ſave Iſ- 


rael or his people from their ſins; not only from 
the priſon of Egypt, or yoke of Babylon, but from 
all their enemies, that is; principalities and powers; 
antichriſt and his oppreſſion; the world in all its ad- 
verſe forms, as the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the 


ou and the eine of ie; ſin in all its different 
_ _ © appearances 
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under God, wrought deliverances for Iſrael, and 


manuel: two natures, human and divine, united 
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appearances and operations; from the curſe in Its 
multiplied dimenſions, and death in its moſt dread. 
ful forms: and not only muſt he ſave from all thoſe, 
for a time, and put us into a capacity to manage for 
ourſelves, but he is engaged by the molt ſolemn ties 
of word, oath, and covenant, to ſave for ever: and 
therefore his redemption is called © eternal,” and 
Iſrael's ſalvation * everlaſting:“ not only to bring 
back the tribes of iſrael to an earthly Canaan. or 
terreſtrial -paradiſe, and reign with him a thouſand 
years, but to an heavenly inheritance into the pre. 
ſence of God, (as Joſeph brought his brethren before 
Pharaoh) to fit at his own table, cat of the hidden 
manna, and drink of the new wine, at his own table, 
ſit with him on his throne, the ſame as his Father's 
_ throne, judge the nations, be no more fick, go out 
no more, but ſolace in his love, and drink of thoſe 
rivers of pleaſure which are at his right-hand for 
evermore. —— This Is the falvation ſpoken of in 

ten 
Thirdly, this Kei 18 y grace. —* By grace 
are ye laved.”-It has frequently happened, in all con- 
troverſies, that much duſt has been raiſed, and that 
an eye has been had more to the weakneſs. and un- 
guarded motions of the opponent, (in order to 
wound him) than to lift up and eſtabliſh fallen truth, 
although it was ſaid on all ſides to be the thing con · 
tended for; whereby, words have been multiplied 
without knowledge, and counſel darkened, even by 
thoſe who appeared on the ſide of truth. How 
common it is, in treatiſes of this ſubject, to find the 
word RA frequently mentioned in the title - pages, 
but ſeldom ventured alone; without ang aſſgelate 
(doubtleſs intended either to help or ſtæengthen the 
fame.) Henee we hear of ft 
deed, unmerited grace, &c. All which, and ſeveral 
other” e annexed. to the word Sache woa 
ſeemingly 
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ace, free- grace in- 
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ſeemingly lead us to think that the word grace alone 
is not {ufficient to hold forth unto us, that the fal«. 
ration revealed in the ſcriptures is of mercy, and 
the gift of God, in oppoſition to any work or wor. 
thineſs in man whatſoever : and has not this way ob 
ſpeaking, countenanced or led to that common way 
of teaching, a progreſſion by ſteps in converfion« 
work? From a deſire, for a debre, to a deſire: 
from defire, to prayer: from prayer, to ſtriving: 
from ſtriving, to a birth, and all this by a grace not 
quite free, and when the child is come to the birth, 


then comes on. free-grace indeed, to bring him 


through. How ſimilar this is to that doctrine of 
Rome, which tells us, that attrition (or a ſorrow for 


ſorrow for fin, with purpoſe of amendment ;) and 
that difpoſes to the grace of the ſacrament. of pen- 
ance; and that leads to juſtification. I think the. 
agreement here is as great as that of the apoſtle, 
between by faith, and through faith. Was it not 
ſomewhat after this manner, that the now fainted 
champions for the truth of old behaved in their con- 
tentions with the Arian infidels, concerning the di- 
vinity of the Son of God? In which good cauſe: 
they appeared zealous, under the patronage of the 
proſelyted emperor: but by their coinage of words, 
and new. invented terms, was it not plamly manifeſt 
that they durſt not venture the truths of God in 
thoſe words which the Holy Ghoſt had taught and 
delivered them in? But what advantage was gained 
or light thrown into the ſubject by thoſe new un- 


ſeriptural terms? St. Athanaſius (for they fainted- 


him) affirms, (and whoſoever diſbelieves him muſt be: 
damned) That the Son 18 of the | F ather alone, 
not made, nor created, but begotten. The Nicene 
doctors maintain that the Son is begotten of his 


Father before all worlds, (but how long- before 


they 


in, from the fear of hell) leads to contrition, (or a 
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they ſa not,) and that he is © God of God;” and 
as if that was not ſufficient, . ** very God of very 
God,” &. Now the Arians (I ſuppoſe) allowed 
him to be a created God; and where is the differ. 
ence between a created God, and a begotten God? 
Shall we ſay, as much as between created Adam and 

ten Abel? What have we gained ? Might not 
Abel be as wiſe, ſtrong, and good as his father was, 
when he begat him? Well, but it cannot be ſaid 
that he was as old; for, according to Dr. Clark, 
John cannot be as old as his father: and might not 
the Arians* created God be as old as the creed-ma- 
ker's begotten God? I ſee no reaſon, keeping to the 
terms, for the contrary. O yes, but they maintained 
that the Son was of the ſame ſubſtance with the Fa. 
ther: if ſo, that one ſubſtance begot another ſubſtance, 
(although of the ſame nature) then as Calvin obſerved 


long ago, there muſt be a generation of gods. Was 


not this betraying that good cauſe (they were de- 
fending) into the hands of its avowed. enemies, by 
unſcriptural and philoſophical terms? For the ſerip- 
ture no where holds forth that the Word which 
was God, was begotten, except with relation to his 
incarnation.  _ „„ * 5 ; 
A natural conſequence of this, was the invention 


af the word PERSON, but as contrary to the ſcripture 
as the other: for it is no where uſed in God's word 


but either with reſpect to the perſon of Chriſt or the 
perſons of men. And who can think of the word 
perſon, according to.its common definition or native 


Bignification,. when applied either to Father, Word, 


or Spirit, without, not only making a diſtinction in 
the Godhead, but a plurality of gods? Would it 
not have been better to have maintatned from the 


word, that there are three who bear record in hea- 


ven, the Father, the Word, and the Spirit, and theſe 


chree are one; than have ſuffered themſelves to have 


been 


* 


STFAMONT ” 2 


deen led by their enemies into the mazes of cor 

philoſophy, and there be foiled by them? David 
was girt with a coat of mail when he was about to 
attack Goliath : but he wiſely put it off before he 
took the field; and went with his approved armour, 
truſting in the name of the Lord, and ſoon returned 
in triumph, with his enemy's head. — After this 
manner only, can the Chriſtians ſtop the mouth of 
gainſayers, by ſaying, © it is written :*? for the word 
of God. is ſharp and powerful, to the pulling down 
of ſatan's ſtrong-holds and imaginations, or haughty 
reaſonings of men. But to return, to add any epi- 
thet to the word grace, in order to diſtinguiſh it 
from its oppoſite, that is, merit ariſing from man's 


to immenſity, or wide to eternity. 
As grace, in ſcripture, is oppoſed to the works of 
man, there can be no great difficulty in fixing its 


ſerving or hoping for reward, but grace is the fa. 
vour or good-will of God, beſtowing bleflings on 
his ſinful creatures, without being in the leaſt moved 
thereto by any motions or deſervings in the crea. 
ture: and if grace and works be blended together, 
then it is neither grace nor work, but another co- 
vering, figured by the linen and' woollen when” wove 
together, which was forbidden by the law of God. 
For human and divine righteouſneſs cannot be twiſted 


it is not the goſpel ground of hope for eternal life, 
*, For if it be of grace, then it is no more of 
works,“ (faith Paul) and if of works, then no 
more of grace. Otherwiſe the proper notion of 


works and grace is confounded or deſtroyed. 


Notable and pertinent is that _—— ſo intro- E 


duced: and handled by the apoſtle Paul, concerning 
the twins in Rebecca's womb: © when they were 
# | OY e unborn, 


work, ſeems equally unneceſſary as adding long 


proper meaning. Work, is ſomething done, de- 


together, unleſs in the imagination of man, and there - 
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unborn,” (faith the apoſtle) having done neither 
good nor evil, that the purpoſe of God, in ſaving b). 
grace might ſtand, it was ſaid unto her, the elder 
Mall ſerve the younger.“ —It is obſervable,” that evi 
is net the prime cauſe of ſerving, nor good the 
prime cauſe of reigning, but the good pleaſure or 
vereign will of God: and what doctrine the apoſtle 
wakes uſe of, it is to aſcertain or demonſtrate, muſt 
be. obvious to a reader unprejudiced in the favour of 
either the doctrine of ſalvation by grace, or that de- 
pending upon the will of man. The ſcriptures affirm 
that grace was given us in Chriſt Jeſus, before the 
world began; and it is certain that could never 
pe for or in conſideration of any work of man, 
_ wrought by him, before he had a being, nor for any 
foreſeen to be done by him in time; for if ſo, grace 
is no more gracaPP . 
One often hears; mention made of purchaſed 
grace: but the ſcriptures are ſilent upon that head; 
knowing if grace was to be purchaſed, there could 
no one be thought of for the purchaſer but Jeſus 


* — 


Chriſt; and if ſo, the next queſtion would be, get 
who, purchaſed that grace which gave the Son of bee 
God. It would be very improper to ſuppoſe ano- I vit 
ther ſaviour antecedent to him. But the ſcriptures in 
tell us, that God gave grace to Jeſus Chriſt, for the rec 
church, before the world began; and that fame MW > 
grace gave him to be the faviour of his body and i 
to purchaſe his church (not grace) with his own . 
blood: For purchaſed grace ſeems not only un- his 
ſeriptural, but repugnant to common ſenſe; for for 
ſuppoſe we ſay, Chriſt purchaſed grace of the Fa- pli 
ther, and gave it to the church, it might be aſked hi 
in that caſe, whether God the Father be a God of te 
all grace, according to the ſcripture, or he gave I ® 
ſome, and fold other ſome; or ſecondly, how it n 
could be called grace of God, when purchaſed of I Pl 


him; 
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vim; ſor grace and price are inconſiſtent. But fſur- 
ther, if God gave a ſufficient ſtock of grace to 
Chriſt, for his church, before the world began; 
(and the ſcripture faith he had the ſpirit without 
meaſure, and grace in all fulneſe) no occaſion can 
he found for purchaſed grace. Let it be ſaid 
then, according to the word, He is the God of all 
grace; and through grace gave his Son, and with 
bim freely gives us all things that 1 to _ 
and godlineſs.“ 

Jeſus Chriſt is the great gift os; God, int A gin 
equal to his love. The love of God can no way be 
rightly conceived of, but in the gift of his Son: for 
be ſo loved the world as to give his only begotten 
Son. Here did God commend his love unto us, in 
that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for the 
ungodly. When man had ſold himſelf for nought 
into the hands of his enemies, loſt the divine life 
and favour by his tranſgreſſions, and was become a 
ſave to his luſts and paſſions, expoſed to the divine 
rengeance through the curſe: of a broken law, to- 
gether with all his poſterity, a redeemer or favour 
became wanting, or elſe the whole human race muft- 
utterly periſh: and as it was by one man that ſin 
and death entered, ſo it muſt be by man alſo that 
redemption and eternal life could be regain ect. 

It was a law in Ifrael, when a man died without 
iſſue, that the equity of redemption ſhould belong 
to his next kinſman, both with regard to the taking of 
his widow for raiſing up ſeed to his brother, and alſo 
for the redemption of his inheritance. This is exem- 
plified in the caſe of-Boaz and Ruth : Boaz ſpread 
his ſkirt over her in taking her to be l in 
redeeming the inheritance of her huſband before 
the inhabitants of Iſrael,“ he being the next kinks 
man after the firſt had relinquiſhed his right by 
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a redeemer, becauſe therein he was incapable of 
either obeying or ſuffering: both which were of 
abſolute neceſſity to the redeeming of Sion with 
judgment, and her converts with righteouſneſs, 
Then it was that he took upon him the form of a 


ſervant, whereby he became a kinſman; and through 


his voluntary accepting of the offer, he became 2 
kinſman-redeemer, engaging to pay the debt for his 
church, and take her for a bride, and raiſe up ſeed 


to her firſt huſband, (the law or covenant of works, 


now dead by his body) whereby his name (that 
is, the law) is perpetuated in the children of God; 


for they are living tables of ſtone, whereon the 


righteouſneſs of the law is written and ſhewn in 
the fruits of the ſpirit, which are children of this 
ſecond marriage of the foul and Chriſt ; through 
which, fruit is brought forth unto God. This is 


the ſeed that ſhall ſerve him as long as the ſun and 


moon endure. 

This the Lord Jeſus did in the days of his fleſh, 
by giving a perfect and unſinning obedience to the 
holy law in all its demands, without the leaſt abate- 


ment. For the law of God in all its demands (with 


man's obligation thereto) was perpetual and eternal: 


heaven and carth ſhould ſooner paſs away, than one 
tittle of the law fail in its demands, either of obedi- 
ence by doing, or execution by ſuffering; its being 
-a tranſcript of God's holineſs, made it of neceſſity 
to be both unchangeable and co- eternal with God. 


Therefore, while God remained juſt, and the law 


holy, the breaker of it muſt be a ſinner, and liable 
to be puniſhed with the threatened death; or. elle 
God would be found to be not a God loving righte- 


ouſneſs and hating iniquity : nor could fin be forgi- 


ven without atonement, unleſs'God had been untruc 


to his threatening, and unjuſt in his government, 


Goc 
othe 
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It may indeed ſeem equally or more unjuſt in 


God, to puniſh an innocent Chriſt, for the ſins of 


others, than to 


cording to the 
exemplified in 


crificed him; 


which reached 


particulars, as 


more ſtriking, 


remit ſin without ſatisfaction. To 


U 


uniſn an innocent perſon for the crimes of another, 
According to the rules of human judgment, would 
Joubtleſs be the height of injuſtice : willingneſs in 
de ſufferer, would not alter the. caſe, nor make the 
puniſher any More excuſable. Earthly kings, al- 
tough miniſters of juſtice, under God, are never- 
heleſs tied to laws by him from whom they receive, 
and under whom they hold their kingdoms. He 
has put the ſword into their hands with this com- 
mion, © Whoever ſheddeth blood, by man ſhall 

his blood be ſhed.” But with regard to the King | 
of Kings, he is an abſolute Sovereign, ruling ac- 


counſel of his will: and this is 


many caſes. If it Was right in 
God to command Abram to go and offer his ſon, 
+ could not have been wrong in him to have ſa- 


although contrary to the light of 


nature, and the law of God. The kings, of Iſrael 
were called gods, by reaſon" of their typical pre- 
fouration of Chriſt the King of Ifrael, and had 
the power of life and death, in their miniſtration, 
and were obliged by the law to puniſh every fe- 
ſonious action (conſtituted ſuch by their law) with 
death. But the innocent ſon of a rebellious fa- 
mer, was beyond the reach of their judgment, 


only to actual and perſonal tranſ- 


greſſion: for the right of puniſhing children, for 
New fathers? crimes, was a prerogative of God, 
reſerved for or to himſelf alone. But in that co- 
nant, the ſovereignty of God appeared in many 


in chooſing that nation, before any 


other, to ſpecial favours and privileges: and ſtill 
in viſiting the ſins of the fathers, 
e . upon 
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eration, and ſhewing mercy to thouſands. Thix 
could not be reſtrained to thoſe children who lived 
in their fathers? fins, or followed their father 7 tl 
virtues; for then viſiting fin, might as well beliffichr; 


extended to the tenth, as fourth generations; and de, 


upon that expoſition, the ſhewing mercy, might az 
well be to the millions, as thouſands of them that peo] 
love him. The Jews, who did not like this pro him 
cedure of God, in . fin upon the innocent, upo 


(as Adam's upon his poſterity, and the Jews? ſing gur 


upon their children) nor his way of ſhewing mercyMyhe 
to thouſands who were 121 and helpleſs, cry out, qui: 

and are not, and we hav prie 
born their iniquities; (Lam. v. 7.) They eat] ira 
ſour grapes, and our teeth are ſet 92 edge: and cou 


when the Lord vindicates his proceedings, again flat 


their murmurs, he tells them, * all fouls are his, ra 
and therefore could diſpoſe of them at his ples. I der 


ſure: but at the ſame time ſhews them their way ver 


were unequal, and if they did not like his method te 


in truth not ſubmitting to his way, of ſaving fin. inte 
ners by Chriſt) they ſhould every one die for theiſi ne 
own fin, or live by their own righteouſneſs. lu V. 
this whole controyerſy, God ſhewed to the ewe lor 


that it was his purpoſe or fixed will, to puniſh fi na 
in the perſon of Chriſt, the juſt for the unjuſt, that ane 
he might bring us to God: and though no guild the 
was found in his mouth, yet it pleaſed the Fatherlſſ Ch 


to bruiſe him when he had laid our iniquities upon of 


him. It does not a pear, that the law forbad the up 


payment of debt or uniſhment of ſin, in a ſurety Win 


for it cannot be more unequal to puniſh ſin, in all th 

willing, engaging ſurety, than to curſe an unbornſ tr; 

world, for the lake of one man's ſin. But al w] 
though 
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Hough it may not be contrary to the law of God, 
jet its final reſolution or anſwer muſt be from his 
good pleaſure, who worketh all things, according 
to the counſel of his own will; which will Jeſus 
Chriſt came to accompliſh : for“ Lo I come,“ ſaith 
be, to do thy will.“ 7 
- Jeſus Chriſt having thus engaged to redeem his 
people, their fins were transferred, or laid upon 
bim; for © the Lord,“ faith the prophet, © laid 
upon him the 1niquities of us all.” This was fi- 
gured out to Iſrael on the great day of atonement, 
when the high-prieſt made reconciliation for ini- 
quity, by appearing at the temple's gate, 'in his 
prieftly robes, with the names of all the tribes in 
cat lrael upon his breaſt-plate in the ephod, and that 
coupled by wreathen chains of gold to a ſhoulder- 
plate; wherein were written again, the names of 
Iſrael, in two precious ſtones, upon his two ſhoul- 
ders; and then taking two goats, whereupon lots 
yere caſt, the one for the people, and the other for 
the Lord; one of which, namely, the people's goat, 
was ſlain, and its typical blood carried by the prieſt 
into the holy of holies, and ſprinkled before the 
mercy feat, towards the faces of the cherubin 3 
(which were emblems of the Triune God, in fel- 
lowſhip with his church, ſignified by the face of a 
man) whereby reconciliation was made for iniquity, 
and the holy place perfumed by the incenfe from 
the fire upon the cenſer in his hand, an emblem of 
Chriſt's interceſſion, arifing from or with the merit 
of his blood. After this, the high-prieſt confefled 
vpon the head of the living goat, the fins of Iſrael, 
In all their tranſgreſſions, with his hands lying upon 
the head of the goat, and thereby, in a ſhadow, 
transferring the fin of his Iſrael upon the goat, 
J which was carried into the wilderneſs, or a land not 
N C2 5 inhabited 
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inhabited, Lev. xvi. In like manner did Jefus Chris 
in the days of his fleſh, bear our fins and ſorrow 
(or puniſhment due thereto) when his Urael was 
fixed to his breaſt, by love ſtronger than death, aud 
bound to his ſhoulders by the power of Jehovah, 
Here was almighty power, and everlaſting loye, 
centering and appearing in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt 
for his bride, claſped in his arms, ſealed upon hig 
heart, and coupled to his ſhoulders. Well might 
Paul (knowing this) cry out, who can ſeparate 
from his love.“ How different is the character of 
Jeſus Chriſt repreſented here, from that given him 
by many teachers, who talk much of his love to 
ſinners, but upon a full diſcovery, it turns out only 


like that love which is human, quenched by the 


waves of oppoſition, and ſuffering its objects to 


periſh, either for want of power, or good, will to 


exert it. If the typical redemption of Iſrael did 


not ſhew this, what did it ſhew? or was it not ra- 


ther a dumb ſign? For as face anſwers to face in a 
glaſs, ſo did this to the revelation of Chriſt in the 
New Teſtament. . | - 

Then it was, that the wrath of God did burn 
againſt fin, and God manifeſted fully, that character 
he gave of himſelf to Moſes, that is, a God gracious, 
merciful, viſiting the fathers* ſins upon the children, 
not clearing the guilty, and ſhewing mercy unto 
thouſands. Then was fully manifeſted or diſplayed, 
the truth and comprehenſive meaning of thoſe awful 


words, © the ſoul that ſins ſhall die.” Death was 


the wages of fin; and accordingly Jeſus felt the 
pains of death laying hold upon him, when he cried, 
< my ſoul is exceeding ſorrowful even unto death. 
My burden is ſo great that I ſhall die under the 
weight thereof. I looked for an interceſſor, but 
there was none. My friends and acquaintance ſtood 


at 
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vs Mat a diſtance: my familiar lift up his heel againſt 
me: my ſheep ran away when the wolf came, and 
avere ſcattered. They (mine enemies) gaped upon 
me like lions, 3 like wolves of the evening, 
puſhed with the horns like the bulls of Baſan, made 
it nouths at me, and pointed with their fingers, wag- 
his ging their heads, and ſhooting forth reproachful 
bt {Words to aggravate my miſery.” In this forlorn 
te condition, the Lord Jeſus cries, © the day of ven- 
of Ngeance is in my heart, and the year of my redeemed 
m Mis come: I will tread eee the people in mine an- 
to ger; and bring down their ſtrength to the earth; 
ly He put, on righteouſneſs, as a brealt-plate, and 
he the helmet of ſalvation upon his head, and clad 
to Mhinſelf with zeal as a cloak; ſetting 5 face as 
to Iz flint, and crying, who is mine adverſary, let 
id him come near, lai. 1. 7. Ixill. 4, 5. In this jea- 
a. Mhouſy of love, the Lord Jeſus gave his back to the 
2 Wiviters, and his cheeks to them that plucked off the 
ie hair, his hands and feet to be pierced, his fleſh to 

be torn like the ground, when broken with the 
n Mjlough, his bones to be disjointed, his head to be 
r Mcowned with thorns, his viſage to be marred, for 
„ Mic did: not hide his face from ſhame and ſpitting. 
He was like a ſheep before his ſhearers dumb, and 
o ad not open his mouth, nor once cry, for all the 
, Mbodily pains his enemies inflicted on him. At the 
} Wane time his ſoul was made an offering for fin ; 
poured out like boiling water from the furnace, 
heated by the wrath of God; when the light of 
God's. countenance was hid from him, in the day 
of his fierce anger; and when God's vengeful ar- 
rows, poiſoned with the venemous curſe, ſtuck faſt 
and deep in his righteous ſoul drenched in his 
heart's blood: whereby his wounds ſtunk and were 


corrupt, through which he became loathſome, in- 
| C 3 ſomuch, 
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ſomuch that they hid their faces from him; whk d 
he roared for the diſquietude of his foul.— Thx tior 
was the day of darkneſs, when God hid his face I bef 
and his ſervant was troubled. The terrors of th ma 
Lord were muſtered in battle array, againſt th of 
righteous perſon, and the divine ſmile (which ; fav 
better than life) turned into a fin-avenging from, giv 
which is death in its moſt dreadful forms.—NoyW the 
was the evil and demerit of fin fully expofed in 2 «te 
languiſhing God: now was the extent of the lay wh 
explained in Immanuel's obedience to its dictates the 


and its threatenings, in his bearing all its manifold MI the 
curſes, without the leaſt abatement. In this cha. the 
racter he was made the fin-offering, and his blood ff fol 
was poured forth upon the ground, to make peace for 
for his people. —He cried, * it is fintſhed, and gave B 
up the ghoſt :** even every iota of the law which Ml le 
cried Do, is now done, is now finiſhed, is nov Ml thi 
magnified in my life and death; and dying he ye 
made interceſſion for the tranſgreflors, and at bi in 
fall bruiſed the ſerpent's head; treading his ene.“ 
mies under- his feet, which was manifeſted by hu ar 
reſurrection and aſcenfion to an endleſs life, in the fr 
holy place not made with hands, & having obtained WM N 
eternal redemption for us.” 
| This is that grace of God bringing falvation and f 
appearing in the gift of bis Son,—< For the gift I at 
of God is eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord.” And if any thing belides Chrift and his v 
finiſhed redemption, be neceffary to the juſtifica- I it 
tion of a ſinner, (as wrought by himfelf) whether o 


of willing, or running, then muſt that other thing MW p 
be the ground of RPE; for a ſinner's acceptance I ft 


with God. p 


The third thing to be confidered was faith; | 
By grace ye are faved through faith, &c. - tl 
| St | "my 2 ov 


{ 


Now although nothing beſides Chriſt's redemp- 
tion is neceflary to the juſtification of a finner 
before God, yet it is certain the knowledge or 
manifeſtation thereof, is neceſſary to the enjoyment 
of the bleſſedneſs thereof. For, as the greateſt 
favour being procured, and purpoſed for me, can 
give me no comfort, while deſtitute and ignorant 
thereof; ſo although Chriſt has died, and obtained 
eternal redemption for ſinners of all nations, yet 
while they remain ignorant thereof, it is certain 
they have no true hope, but are without God in 
the world. Now this knowledge comes through 
the revelation of Chriſt, to the conſcience, and is 
followed immediately by faith, juſtification, the 
forgiveneſs of fins, and the hope of eternal life. 
But although theſe are inſeparable, and the know- 
ledge of Chriſt neceſſary for faith; (for how ſhall 
they believe in him of whom they have not heard} 
yet the ſcripture connects the forgiveneſs of fins 
immediately, and inſeparably, with faith, ſaying, 
« without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; 
and “ he who believeth is juſtified from all things, 
from which he could not be juſtified by the law of 
Moſes, or his own works.” 

We are now to enquire into the nature of this 
frith.— But we will here conclude this ſermon with 


an inference or two from what has been ſaid, — 


If the ſalvation of God be fo great, how ſhall 
we who profeſs to be followers thereof, eſcape, 
if we negle& it? Let us ſeek after the kingdom 
of God, and his righteouſneſs ; and labour leſt a 
promiſe being left us, any ſhould ſeem to come 
ſhort of the ſame. Great as the ſalvation is, pro- 
portionable thereto is that grace that brings it, 
which is manifeſt in Chriſt the gift of God, and 
the author and finiſher of our faith.—If the de- 
. e C4 3 ſpiſers 
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ſpiſers of Moſes* law died without mercy, under 
two or three witnefles, let us not refuſe him who 
ſpeaketh from heaven; but hear his voice, and 
obey his words, leſt he ſwear in his wrath, © Ye 
mall not enter into my reſt :?' which that we may 
obſerve and do, let us fall down and worſhip kneel. 


ing before the Lord our maker, _ 
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By grace ye are ſaved through faith, and that not f 
yourſelves; it is the gift Cod: not of works, left 
[44 o fn 


dS 


any man ſhould toaſt. 


— 97 


41. 


— 2 


II/ E now begin to enquire into the nature of 
7 faith. 4 LE | 5 6 wr Is 9 l 

As the apoſtles ſpoke plainly, and without para- 
bles, we may be affured that ſuch an important 
article as the Chriſtian faith, is, ſomewhere in their 
vritings, not only aſſerted, or mentioned ſlightly or 
incidentally, but ſet forth with perſpicuity and plain- 
neſs. The firſt and natural idea that ariſeth in the 
mind, concerning faith of any kind, whether human 


'1 


| or divine, is the belief of ſome declaration, propo- 


tion, record, teſtimony, &c. Without ſomething 
propounded after this manner, there can be no 
reaſon for expectation, nor ground for the require- 
ment of faith. If the thing or things propounded 
be concerning this life, or human affairs only, then 
ite belief of Juch teſtimonies:may-be called Ang 
5 Oh B „ 
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faith; but if they are divine things, and propounded 
by-God, then-the belief of ſuch teſtimonies is divine 
faith, not ſtanding in the wiſdom of men, but in 
the power of God, and of his operation. And it 
muſt be obſerved, that the proper reaſon or eyi. 
dence for faith, muſt be in the teſtimony or truth 
propounded : for if the teſtimony carry in it a pal. 
pable abſurdity, there is no evidence or reaſon for 
faith, but an evidence or reaſon for unbelief, or 
rejecting the ſame. As if it ſhould be propounded 
to be believed, that man was the creator of al 
things: here the impoſſibility of a creature's making 
itſelf, is a glaring abſurdity, and a ſufficient demon- 
ſtration or reaſon for the rejection of ſuch a pro- 
poſition; and if I believe a teſtimony only through 
my good opinion of him who teſtifies, or relates 
the matter unto me, without ſeeing truth in the 
teſtimony; ſuch faith is implicit, or believing in a 
man, but not in the truth: at Teaſt if it be a truth 
believed, it is without underſtanding, and conſe. 
quently cannot have its proper effect upon me; 


and therefore faith cannot Be without fome under. 
ſtanding of what is believed. —Hence the promik, 
They Mall all know me:“ and this knowledge is 
faid to be eternal life, and therefore muſt be the 
effence of faith, and immediately followed by it. 


Again, © we know that the Son of God is come, 


and hath give us an underſtanding, that we may 
know him that is true; cv n His Sen jeſus Chriſf. 

It is to be obſerved; that oe yo teſtimony be. 
lieved, whether true or falſe, muſt affect tlic perſon 
believing, with either joy or forrow, according to 


the natute of the thing: which effect upon the 


T 


mind maſt ariſe from its appretierifion of the things 
believed, (whether true or falſe) whether they arc 
likely to bting joy of ſorrow. Thus when; ol Eli 


belle che ridings while che” mane ef Beiden 
A rought 


brought from the army, concerning the ark of God 
being taken, and his ſons ſlain; be was ſe affected 
with that belief, (or rather with the things believed) 
that, being overwhelmed with grief, he fell back- 
ward, and broke his neck. Again, when the bre. 
thren of Joſeph brought tidings from him to Jacob 
their father, that Joſeph was yet alive; while he 
believed not, he fainted : but upon their telling him 
or the words of Joſeph, and ſhewing the waggons fent 
led Ml by him to carry him down to Egypt, he believed 
all and his ſpirit revived, fo that he faid, “ it is enough, 
ng WI 1 will go and ſee him before 1 die.“ When Eve 
n. believed the he which the devil teſtified unto her, 
ro- ſhe was affected with a falfe joy, through faith in the 
gh fie; and a vain hope in conſequence thereof took 
6s Wl place, that ſhe ſhould be a goddeſs; and immediately 
he Wo this faith in the devil's lie, and unbelief 'of 
a God's truth, ſhe fell into the ſnare. 80 cloſely 
th connected are faith ard obedience, whether true or 
ſe· WM falſe. —Hereby we fee what wonders can be &- 
e; fected through faith, and how powerful its opera- 
r- tions and effects are.—For by faith, the ſcripture 
ſe, faith, the Old Teſtament worthies wrought righte- 
is MW ouſneſs, offered more excellent ſacrifices, ſtopped 
ie MM the mouths of lions, condemned the world, and 
it, became heirs of that righteoufneſs which is by faith, 
e, Now then if a finmer is to be faved by grace, 
. through faith, there muſt be fomething propounded 
co him for belief; and this muſt be by God himſelf: 
e. WW otherwiſe his faith would not be in God, if God's 
fi word was not the foundation of his faith. For if 
I believe this or that truth, only becauſe fuch a great 
c and fuppoſed good man affirms it to be a truth, it 
's is evident, that whether what I helieve be a truth or 
c I no, it cannot ſave me, becauſe my faith is not in the 
truth, but in the man. It is not the truth, beauty, 
nf goodneſs, or amiableneſs of what he ſpeaks, which 
; - * 


is my evidence for 1 hut «ſome real or ſup. 


. poſed excellency | in the man, which, is the ground 
of mY believing :_ and when thoſe excellencies in the 
man become tarniſhed and withered, then that faith 
produced thereby, muſt neceſſarily. wither and die 
away. But the faith of God's elect remains for 
ever, the ſeed; whereof it is begotten being the in. 
corruptible ſeed of the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for cvermore. 

As man at firſt loſt his happineſs through the 
2 2 755 of a lie, propounded by the devil; ſo it is 


appointed by God, that hap ppingls or eternal life ſhall ! 


be recovered. by the belief of a truth ; and that as 
pride and enmity againſt God have reigned through 
the lie received; ſo love to God and man, together 
with grace and glory, ſhall- ſpring up for ever, 
through the belief of God's truth, which he in his 
word propoſes to be believed,“ For he who be. 
lie reth ſhall be ſaved; but he who, believeth not 


thall be damned.” 


The thing or things propounded to man for faith 
mult be by God himſelf ; and. this is to be found in 
the 3 of truth. As man by nature is under 
the law of God, he is not only bound thereby to 


believe in God. but to believe every. revelation 


which he ſhall from time to time hold forth unto him. 
And although the word of God in general, be the 
object of faith, yet there is one certain central truth, 
Wherein the whole revelation of God terminates and 
centers; and upon which, like, a key-ſtone in the 
arch, it all hangs and depends ; ; and-this is the word 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt. For to him did all the 


prophecies point, in him they did all center, and in 
him they 


had or will have their fulfillment: and 
therefore to him did all the prophets give witneſs.— 


Here then is the ſum of the Old Teſtament revela- 


S + 1 & + 


: Hong i in che unanimous and joint teſtimony of all the 
2 


21 
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prophets, concerning the perſon and kingdom of 
ſeſus Chriſt: which teſtimony is confirmed by God 
d Hhimtelf by a voice from the cloud hovering over 
e N Chriſt (from whence he ſpake as he had done to 
h Moſes from a cloud) in the days of his fleſh: which 
ie voice was heard by the apoſtles, ſaying, This is 
Iny beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed.““ 
n. This is he of whom all the prophets ſpake by the 
t Holy Ghoſt : this is he who anſwers to all the names 
they have deſcribed him by: this is he who ſhall. 
c WW fulfil all the great things they ſpoke of: “* This is 
is he who ſhall fulfil all my will: this is he in whom 
am well pleaſed.” 
8 The teſtimony of God, and his prophets, is 
h concerning Jeſus Chriſt; who he is, and what 
r he has done: and the apoſtles joined their teſti. 
»+ Mnony hereto, preaching every where that Jefus is 
s che Son of God; and that God had declared him 
Jo be his Son, not only by voice, but by his power 
t Wu raiſing him from. the dead. This truth is born 
witneſs to by the Father, the prophets, the apo- 
| Wiles, the word, the Holy Ghoſt, the water, and 
che blood: ſurely ſufficient witneſs for man to give 
 Weredit unto, although his utmoſt concerns are de- 
pending thereupon. 8. 1 
This then is the truth propounded by God in 
che goſpel, for man to believe, namely, that Jeſus 
z the Son of God; and that he has brought in 
In everlaſting righteouſneſs; and obtained for ſin- 
ners eternal redemption. This is an eternal truth, 
and remains ſuch whether man believe it or no. 
— For it muſt be maintained, that the God of 
truth cannot lie, nor will ever propound any thing 
to his creatures, to be believed, but that which 
is an unchangeable truth, whether they believe it 
or no. — It does not become a truth upon their 
believing it, but is a truth before, and remains 
0 0 __ e ſuch, 
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ſuch, whether they believe it nor no: For * our 
unbelief ſhall not make the faith or truth of God 
without effect.“ 

Both the law and ane] agree in manifeſting 


| God's will to be abſolute and poſitive, that no man 
hall ever enter into glory, but by a perfect and 


unſpotted righteouſneſs: but they differ in their de. 


mands, about the ſubjects for it. The law faith 


thus, The ſoul who ſins ſhall die, but he who 
keeps my commands perfectly ſhall live:“ but the 
oſpel faith, „he who believeth that Chriſt has 
fulflled all righteouſneſs ſhall hive, not by his own 
but Chriſt's perfect obedience, which ſhall be im. 
puted to him for juſtification to eternal life.” 

Thus then it appears, that the goſpel faith is the 
belief of this truth, that Jeſus is the Son of God, 
and has fulfilled all righteouſneſs. By the term, 
Son of God, the apoſtles inform us that we are to 


_ underſtand 7 The mighty God, the everlaſting Fa- 


ther, the Jehovah, who is and - was and is to come, 
the Almighty manifeſt in the fleſh.” —This is evi- 
dently contained in the teſtimony of witneſs in par- 
ticular : God ſays, © He is his fellow.” Paul faith 
he is equal with God without robbery.” When 
he comes into the world, the angels of God are 
commanded to worſhip him: and to the church 
God faith, * He is thy Lord, worſhip thou him,” 
It is certain that worſhip is only due to Jehovah; 
thus ſaid Jeſus to the devil, Thou ſhalt worſhip 
the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve.” 
Jeſus is this true God and eternal life: and with 
regard to the work which he wrought in the days 
of his fleſh, for which he ſhall be had in everlaſting 


remembrance, it is propoſed to be believed that he 


has done every thing which was needful for the 
redemption of finners ; that is, brought in an eyer- 
HOG ee, . peace by his blood, and 

given 


SL RM YT h 3h 


wen Ry proof of this by his reſurrection from the 
the dead. — Whoever believes this ſhall be ſaved. — 
What was the apoſtles? faith, in the days of Chriſt, 


ohen he pronounced them clean through the ward 


he had ſpoken ? Peter's mouth contefles unto ſal- 
vation, that Jeſus is the Son of God, and is. there- 
vpon pronounced bleſſed by the Lord. of Life. 
Nothing can be more plain from the word of God 
than this, that whoever believes that ſeſus is the 
Son of God, is a child of God, and ſhall be ſaved: 
but r Werten believes this on the teſtimony of man 
only (as has been obſerved,) his faith is only hu- 
man, and reſts upon man; but whoever believes 
it upon the teſtimony of God's word, with un- 
derſtanding, his “ faith and hope is in God, and 
will certainly be followed or attended with thoſe 
powerful effects ſpoken of in the word; as forgive- 
neſs of ſins, peace with God, joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
love to God and man.— For the word of God 
4 worketh effectually in all who believe.“ 1 Theſ. 
ll, 13. | 
at the belief of the truth (or God's 5 is 
the goſpel faith, may be eafily proved from ſcripture 
examples, which are written for our inſtruction, and 
learning. The moſt remarkable example of faith in 
the Old Teſtament is that of Abraham, and which 
is ſet forth as a pattern, both for Jew and Gentile. 
Now what was it that he believed? It is pretty clear 
from the hiſtory, that his faith was neither more nor 
leſs than the belief of a divine teſtimony.— He com- 
plaining to God for the want of an heir, was bid to 
look at the ſtars of heaven; and upon his doing ſo, 
God cries out, © So ſhall thy ſeed be.“ Was any 
thing elſe here beſides the teſtimony of God, pro- 
pounded for his faith? And was not he juſtified 
upon believing this, and called the friend of God? 
Was not Chriſt's rightcouſneſs imputed to him 
hereupon ? 
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bereupon? Was not his obedience (fo pleaſing 
to God) from this principle? And was not hi: 
falvation brought about, through what he believed 


- at that time? Should it be objected that in this 


teſtimony there was no mention of Chriſt ; I an- 
ſwer, in the words of Paul, © that ſeed was Chriſt, 2 
that is, Chriſt in the promiſe : and Abraham be. 
heved that it would be fulfilled, (judging him 
faithful who had promiſed) and ſo patiently waited 
in expectation; hoping againſt hope, till he re. 
ceived the pledge in his ſon Iſaac. Alſo he offered 


him up through the ſame faith ; accounting the pro. 


miſer able to raiſe him from the dead, (if Nain) 
from whence alſo he received him in a figure, of 
Chriſt's reſurrection, from the dead. 

The faith of Noah, was nothing elſe but the be. 
lief of that word of God, « will bring a deluge of 
water upon the earth.” Upon believing this teſti- 
mony, it is ſaid he both feared and obeyed, (the 
proper and genume fruits of faith) condemned the 
world, and became an heir of that rigncoulneſ, 


which 3 is by faith. 


What was the faith of Rahab, but the belief of 
that report concerning the work of Jehovah, in the 
redemption of Iſrael, which was typical of that ſpi- 


ritual redemption for his ſpiritual Iſrael: We have 
heard,” (faith ſhe) © how the Lord dried up the 


waters of the Red Sea for you, when ye came from 
Egypt, and what he did to the two kings of the 


Amorites, &. Upon hearing theſe things our 
hearts did melt, neither did there remain any cou- 
rage in any man becauſe of you.” To this, it may 


poſſibly be objected, that the men of Jericho be- 


lieved this, as well as Rahab, and yet, nevertheleſs, 


periſhed, | I anſwer, although it be granted that 
thay did believe ſome things ; yet not all, nor with 
the like 3 nor had it the ſame effect.— 
„ 
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They believed it as matter of fact, that there was 
ſuch a people as Iſrael, and that they had pafled 
through the Red Sea, with the deſtruction of the 
Foyptians, &c. Juſt as in like manner a man may 
believe through the external evidences for Chriſti- 
anity, that there has been ſuch a man as Jeſus in 
the world, without underſtanding and knowing his 
perſon ; or the work of his redemption : but then, 
they did not believe Ifrael to be a people of God, 

nor the God of heaven to be the true God, nor 
Iſrael's God, nor they his people: and as proof of 
this, they ſought to kill the ſpies ; which had been 
fooliſh if they had believed that God was their 
king. But not believing this, they muſt look upon 
them as a company of runaway flaves ; working 
their wonders by inchantments and magic, and ſo 
although they feared them, they did not love them, 
but hated them, and their God too. Whereas 
Rahab cries out, The Lord your God he is God 
in heaven above, and in earth beneath.” And that 
ſhe loved God's people, for his ſake, appeared in 
the kindneſs ſhe ſhewed to the ſpies, at the peril 
of her life; which works declared that ſhe was born 
of God; << By this we know that we are of God, 

becauſe we love the brethren.“ 

Examples in the New Teſtament are many. — 
Only obſerve this difference in the teſtimony: the 
Old Teſtament fays, „The Meſhah ſhall come:““ 
but the New Teſtament faith, 4 this is he, Jeſus 


of Nazareth, the Chriſt of God : behold the Lamb 


of God, I am he.*—Canſt thou believe? Doſt thou 
believe? If ye had faith, &c. : thefe were the com- 
mon queſtions our Lord. put to the patients who 
came unto him.—When they believed that he was 
able to relieve them, or that he was the Son of 
God; his anſwer was, © thy faith hath ſaved thee:“ 


which cannot be underſtood of any act of believing, 
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but of Chriſt, whom they . to be the Son 


of God; and conſequently, that he had power to 


fave or help them. — When Saul was awakened 
from his ſpiritual ſlumber, by the voice of Jeſus, 
he cried out, Who art thou, Lord;” the anſwer 
Was, I am Jeſus.” Upon this he believed i in him, 
and began to obey him.— The thief upon the croſs 
believed that he was Jehovah, and that he had 
the diſpoſal of kingdoms; and immediately diſco. 
vered a hope full of immortality. 

When the ſcriptures tell us, that the faith of 
God's people was the belief of the truth, or the 
believing in Jefus, or the believing him to be the 
Son of God, or the believing him to be able to 


help them, or the believing Iſrael to be the people 


of God, or the believing that God raiſed him from 


the dead, &c. it is to be obſerved, that the goſpel. 
truths do ſo center in and are ſo connected with 


Chriſt, that a man cannot. believe one with under- 
ſtanding, but he muſt believe in Chriſt : “For all 


the promiſes of God are in him yea and amen.” 
And when the ſcripture faith, that Rahab periſhed 
not, through receiving the ſpies, then cenſequently 


ſhe was juſtified and obtained a good report, with 
the other witneſſes. And when the word ſaith, that 

any where juſtified through the belief of ſome other 
truth, than directly believing in Chriſt, or God's 
record concerning him; then it either ſignifies that 
they had a clearer underſtanding of that particular 
truth ſpecified; or elſe that the work mentioned 
or matter believed was a proof or fruit of their 
juſtification. 
to pleaſe God. 


Many object, and fa this is a part of faith, or 


included m it, but not the whole.—Others call it 

the faith of devils; and others a dead faith, &c. 
IBS ene Giſtingyilh the dead faith from the 
living 


For without faith it is impoſſfible 
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living one, as we diſtinguiſh a dead tree from a 
living one with fruit on it: or as a body diſunited 

from the foul is known to be dead, by the want 
of motion and action, fo the dead faith is that 

without works, whereſoever it is found. But this 
no more touches the caſe before us than if I ſhould 

ſay that Jeſus' hands were unable to govern the 
worlds, or his blood inſufficient to atone for fin. 

And with regard to the devils? faith, —If a ſinner 
believe that ſame truth, which the ſcriptures ſay 
the devils believed, that ſinner will be ſaved. — 
The devils knew and believed that Jeſus was the 
Son of God: but whoever, of Adam's poſterity, 
believes and confeſſes that Jeſus is the Son of God, 
or the Chriſt, ſhall be ſaved; for“ God dwelleth 
in him and he in God,” 1 John iv. 15.—The devil 
knew this truth long before Chriſt was revealed in 
the fleſh : but he abode not in it but oppoſed it. 
— And that he believed it is evident, from his being 
ſo affected therewith, as to cry out, What have 

we to do with thee, © thou Jeſus, thou Son of the 
moſt high God, I beſeech thee torment me not;“ 
but when the. murderers of Jeſus believed that ſame 
truth, their ſorrow was turned into joy. — The devil 
would not have a God incarnate to be his God: 
for it is written of him that © he abode not in the 
truth, but left his firſt habitation,” which was God 
the moſt high ; and alchough he knows and beheves 
this truth, yet it makes him cry out, I have nought 
to do with thee, O thou moſt high God, only I 
beſeech thee torment not before the time. — Thus 
the devils believe that Jeſus is the moſt high, but 
knowing they have rejected his counſel, and de- 
ſpiſed his humiliation, and refuſed to worſhip him 


| as God, and that they are to have no ſhare in his 


redemption, they hate him and his ſeed, are tor- 


mented by him even before the time. —Then to 
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brand or ſtigmatiaze the faith of Jeſus, (for he be. 
lieved the ſame, 2 Cor. iv. 13. Matt. iv. 3, 4, &c.) 
and the faith of his elect, with the odious and re- 
proachful terms of devil's faith, wicked men's faith, 
&c. can ariſe from nothing elle, but an ignorance 
of God's word, or elſe from that ſame ſpirit which 
cried; © can this man fave us.” 1 Sam. X. 27. 

The thinking this too little for Lalbation ſprings 
from ignorance and ſelf- righteouſneſs: for it is 
equally as eaſy, and more agreeable to fallen na- 
ture, to keep all the commands of God, than to 
believe in Jefus' Chriſt for eternal lente: and 
therefore this objection muſt arife from that ſame 
fpirit which appeared in Naaman, when the prophet 
bad him rife and waſh in Jordan; upon which he 
cries, „are not Abana and Pharpar (rivers of Da- 
maſcus) better than all the waters of Iſrael? may 
I not waſh in them and be clean?“ and he turned 
away in a proud, ſelf-righteous, unbelieving rage. 
This is that pride of heart, which works in different 
ways of ſelf-righteous oppoſition, againſt that way 
and means which God has appointed for the reco- 
very of ſinners: thus many who are crying againſt 
this faith, as too little, will, at the fame time, be 
found living i in the known breach or neglect of ſome 
of the greateſt commands of Jeſus, 

But it is objected again, that the greateſt part 
of Chritians believe that Jeſus is the Son of God; 
and yet you will not fay that they live in a ſtate 
of ſalvation. * I anſwer to this, That the general 

rofeſſions of the mouth are not the language of 
the heart; this truth cannot be learned by educa- 
tion,“ No man can fay that Jeſus is the Lord but 
by the Holy Ghoſt.” And no man has the Holy 
Ghoſt dwelling in him but he who is born of God. 
For all others, of every party and profeſſion, are 
* earthly, fenfual, and devi liſn: having not the . 
; and 
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zud conſequently. are void of faith, and wicked or 
unreaſonable men. It is true, that ſome men are 
enlightened (under the goſpel) to acknowledge the 
goſpel truth, and ſpeak many excellent things about 
it, but who. nevertheleſs, believe not in their heart, 
what they profeſs with their mouths; as appears 


from what the apoſtle ſpeaks to the Theſſalonians, of 


thoſe who © received not the truth in the love 
thereof,“ and then he adds afterwards, * they be- 
lieveu not.“ - But it ſeems no difficult matter to 
find out the ignorance and unbeliet of ſome pro- 
feſſors, from their anſwers to a few queſtions pro- 
poſed upon the ſubject. 

All Deiſts, oh deny the ſcriptures to be a re- 
velation from God, are not of, but againſt this 
truth, and have no viſible ſhare therein, while they 
believe thys.—_AIl Socinians, who own the authority 
of the ſcriptures, yet ſo explain and underſtand 
them as to give Jeſus the ſubject thereof) no more 
honour than that of a prophet, are not of God, 
but of ſatan, denying the only Lord God and Sa- 
viour, to their eternal deſtruction.— The Arians al- 
low Jeſus Chriſt the honour of being called redeemer 
and the title of God and Lord: yet when they tell 
us that this Redeemer-God is but the firſt-born f 
every creature, and grew up in the paths of virtue 
and godlineſs, to the dignity of a God, and under 


that conſideration, pay him their compliments, do 


they not evidently declare themſelves to be of that 
number who deny the Lord, (who they ſay bought 
them) and act as inconſiſtentiy with their creaturely- 
grown God, as the Papiſts with their godly-changed 
bread ? For idolatry admits: of no medium. — TRE 


object of every worlhipper, is either a God or 
devil, x Cor. x. 20. For it is no leſs idolatry 95 


worſhip a glorious angel, than the fouleſt devil. 
Therefore to give worthip to Chriſt, and own him 
| 2 4 | ; only 
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| only for A creature, (however great and glorious 


is, in my judgment, more wicked and nonfenfical 
than, with the Deiſts, to throw aſide at once the 
ground of trouble and perplexity, I mean the ſerip. 
tures, and call them a fable cunningly deviſed by 


the prieſts for lucre: and indeed it muſt be owned, 


that however eaſy it may be to prove the falſity of 
this deiſtical notion, yet it will not. without ſome 
difficulty, be proved an uncharitable cenſure. —lh 
ſhort, Arianifm, like all other human ſchemes, fixes 
falvation in man, and gives that glory to a creature 
which is only due to him who will not give his 
glory to another. Hear, O Iſracl, the Lord thy 
God is one Lord,” (three and one) - and him only 
ſhalt thou ſerve.” Therefore every one living, by 
a faith of this kind, is an idolater, and an enemy 
to him who wilt” not give his ory.” to graven 


1 8 


Again, aſk the common profeſſor how be hopes 
to be ſaved: his anſwer commonly runs, If I do 
what I can I hope Chriſt will make out the reſt, 
— According to this language, I muſt needs ſay, 
that is, 
that falvarion is finiſhed by Chriſt. For how can 
any one be ſuppoſed to be believing that God is 
well pleaſed with his Son, while he is hoping to be 
accepted, either in whole or in part, for ſomething 
of his own'? And if all ſuch as the afore-mentioned 


profeſſors are to be ſtruck off the liſt of believers, 
(and they are judged out of their own mouths) 
how great will be the bill of excluſion! And a 
more cloſe inſpection into the remaining number, 
will find many more deſtitute of the goſpel faith. 


Some tell us they hope to be ſaved through a 


righteouſneſs of ſanctification, which they work out 
| by the help of ſome grace, light, or ſpirit within. 
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is there, but a ſtrong proof to the contrary, even 
that that ſpirit is there which ſaid, We will eat 
our own bread, and wear our own apparel, only 
let us be called by thy name, to take away our 
reproach, ”” Ifai. iv. 1. that is, ſeeing that Chriſtia- 
nity has prevailed to become the fafhionable religion 
of many nations, like as the Jewiſh once was na- 
tional, and Jeſus the reputed God of the country; 
let us (ſay thoſe phariſaic profeſſors) have the fa- 
ſhionable name of Chriſtians, to wipe off the ſcandal 
of being deemed barbarians, Turks, or Jews; but 
we will trouble the God of the country as little as 
poſſible, for we will eat our own bread, that is, 
find comfort and life in our own doings ; and we 
by will wear our own apparel, that is, work out a 
ny MW garment, which ſhall ſuffice us for a righteouſneſs; 
6 we will do the work, but we will ſay, it is through 
thy help; we will obtain the crown, but thou ſhalt 
have the honour of putting it on our heads.—This 
language is phariſaical : for it is certain if I am ac- 
vepted of God upon the account of any D et 
| neſs which I work out, whether by free-will, 
grace, it -muſt follow, by undeniable GR 
| that in ſuch a caſe, the righteouſneſs and blood- 
| ſhedding of Jeſus of Nazareth, in the days of Ti- 
| berius Cæſar, is not the. cauſe of my acceptance 
before God; but another righteouſneſs, wrought 
out by another grace, in another perſon, and glo- 
rified by another ſpirit, than the ſpirit of Jeſus. 
For his ſpirit always was and ever is engaged to 
abaſe man, and glorify Jeſus. © He ſhall” (faith 
the bleſſed Jeſus) © teſtify, ſpeak of, and glorify me, 
and take of mine, and ſhew it unto you.“ There- 
fore to call ſuch a ſalvation, as is-above deſcribed, 
the ſalvation by grace, is no better ſenſe, nor nearer - 
ſcripture language, than if I ſhould ſay Jeſus raiſed 
Lazarus from the dead, but. that was 8 La- 
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Zarus heard him and came forth. To whether of 
theſe two agents now is the glory due? If the re- 
ſurrection of Lazarus depended upon his hearing, 
and preparing himſelf to put forth his hand to Jeſus 
for help to lift him forth from the grave, then ſay, 
let Lazarus be ſharer with Chriſt in his glory: but 
if his reſurrection depended wholly upon the will 
and power of God, and if he had no more hand 
in it, than in making of worlds, then fay of him 
who cried with a loud voice, „to thy name be all 
the praiſe and glory.” Therefore to talk of ſuch a 
grace as this, is no better than the language of 
the Phariſee, who thanked God for that grace 
whereby he had diſtinguiſhed himſelf from other 
men, by a righteouſneſs wrought out by himſelf, 
through ſome grace acknowledged to have been 
given unto him. For it muſt be owned, that this 
man's hope was not in or from tlie righteouſneſs 
of a redeemer, but in or from an own righteouſneſs, 
wrought out by the help of fome acknowledged 
grace. — And it is further certain, that whatever 
righteouſneſs any creature. is enabled to work, ei- 
ther by natural created abilities, or by any grace 
imparted, that, in ſcripture, is called own-right- 
eouſneſs; even as that faith which is the gift of 
God, is called own-faith; „thy faith hath ſaved 


thee.” But it is time to haſten to the laſt head, 


and ſhew that this faith already ſpoken of is the 
gift of God. 

Many who object againſt the above Heſeribed 
faith, imagine, that to the believing of a divine 
teſtimony, there is no occaſion for a divine opera- 
tion. —This' ſeems to be ſufficiently confuted, by 


obſerving the condition of man, by nature, as 550 


ſeribed by God in his word: he is there ſalt 
be dead in fin and without underſtanding, Jad 


his mind enmity itſelf ID God,” —Now how 


ſuch. 
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ſich a creature is capable of believing in a God, 
whom he does not know; and receiving a truth, 
which he does nor underſtand ; even a divine truth, 
when he has no diſcernment of ſpiritual things, ard 
a truth as oppoſite to his thoughts or accuſtomed 
ways of thinking, as light is to darkneſs; I ſay, 
for ſuch a creature as man to believe a divine tef- 
timony, without a divine perſuaſion, is as unlikely 
as for an ox to reſolve a mathematical queſtion.— 
„For the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the ſpirit of God: and why ! becauſe they are ſpi- 
ritually diſcerned.” If goſpel faith was a work of 
man, or to be attained by his own endeavours,” it 
er could neither be a divine faith nor the gift of God: 
f, but the ſcriptures affirm conſtantly, that no man can 
n believe' except it be given him of God; that faith 
is is the operation and gift of God; and that no man 
s can pleaſe God, nor do one good. work, *till he 
„ frſt believe. Every teſtimony muſt have the evi» 
dence of truth in itſelf, upon which it 1s to be be- 
r lieved : otherwiſe my faith would not reſt upon the 
truth of the teſtimony, but on the veracitv' of the 
ſpeaker. For if I believe a human teſtimony, 
- WU through my good opinion of the man's fidelity, 
then 1t will be evident that my faith does not reſt 
in the truth teſtified. but in the truth or honeſty 
of the witneſs. ——And if I muſt believe the divine 
teſtimony, only upon the authority of the ſpeaker, 
then it is plain I do not embrace the truth for the 
truth's ſake, ſhining into my underſtanding, from 
the teſtimony, but from the authority of the ſpeaker, 
who Lam perſuaded (upon ſome ground or other) 
will not lie: and this will bring us to that pinching 
point, How muſt a ſinner diſtinguiſh the voice of 
God, from that of man? This muſt be allowed to 
be one of the myſterious things in religion. For 


if I can but be perſuaded that God ſpeaks, it 


will 
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will be no difficulty for me to believe what is po- 
ken to be true: but how to know when God ſpeaks 
is the hard point. 

The way which God has choſen, and which all 
men in general allow to be rational and agreeahle 
to the ſtate of man, and likewiſe ſufficient to per. 
ſuade man that God ſpeaks, is by a miracle, or 
ſomething above the power of nature, and utterly 
beyond the power and wiſdom of man, which caul. 
eth wonder, and is therefore called a miracle. Thus 
the revelation of God was given to man at different 
times, and by ſufficient miracles, manifeſting the 
it was known to be the 
voice of God; and conſequently what was ſpoken 
got eſtabliſhed among men, and continued by tra- 


dition as the truth or word of God. —But although 


a man may thus come to know that it is God who 


ſpeaks, and ſo receive it as a truth, becauſe God 


ſpeaks it, yet this faith is not the believing to the 
ſaving of the ſoul; but a faith embracing or receiving 
a truth, through a miracle proving that God is the 
ſpeaker ; and therefore the declaration or teſtimony 
mult be true becauſe God ſpeaks it.—1 his is not 
receiving the truth for the truth's ſake; but be- 
cauſe of the miracle, which man may perceive by 
his ſenſes; and if ſo, the truth is received without 
underſtanding, and conſequently cannot adminiſter 


or yield the comfort contained therein: but the 


mind is differently affected, not according to the na- 
ture of the truth in the revelation, but according 
to the nature of the miracle appearing either in a 


hurtful or beneficent form.— Thus many believed, 


at the time of miracles, both in Judea and Egypt, 


which faith, nevertheleſs, withered away, when the 


fenſe or ſtrangeneſs of the miracle abated in their 
minds, —as appears by the example of the golden 


"me the loaves in the. wilderneſs, &c.— But the 
ir goſpel 


goſpel is to be believed upon the evidence it has 
or carries in itſelf, of its being divinely true,—or 
eſe there muſt be a miracle wrought, or thoſe 
wrought formerly brought to mind, upon every 
ſnner's coming to the faith of the goſpel : and 
from the evidence ariſing of its being a truth; muſt 
ariſe the evidence that God has ſpoken it. Thus 
a ſinner comes to believe in God through his word 
ſpoken; otherwiſe 1 thould firſt believe in God, and 
then through him in his word; and if fo, I might 
receive the truth without underſtanding, which can- 
not profit to the ſaving of the fou]: for the ſtony 
ground hearers underſtood not the word, and there- 
en fore had no root; and fo muſt and did wither away. 
a. WM —But faith is the evidence, not of the truth of 


zu miracles, (for theſe come under the cognizance of 


10 ſenſe) but of things not ſeen.— Faith then is the be- 
d lief of the truth concerning Chriſt with underſtand- 
le ing: for the people of God are all taught by him; 


8 and all know him, thtough his truth, whereby comes 


e eternal life. If then the goſpel faith is the belief 
) I of the truth, appearing ſo to the mind, and the 
© I carnal mind cannot receive ſpiritual truths, becauſe 


. they muſt be ſpiritually diſcerned, it will neceſſarily 


follow, that a ſinner muſt be firſt quickened, and 
have ſpiritual ſenſes, before he can ſee the kingdom 
of God, or by faith enter thereinto: and this will 
lead us to own this ſeeming little faith to be the 


God's de&—And as all faith comes by hearing, 
there muſt be the hearing ear, before there can be 
the receiving heart. This hearing comes by the 
word of God: for the dead hear his voice and hve, 
and faith comes through hearing of this truth. 
For the apoſtle told the Epheſians, that after they 
heard the word of truth, the ſame as the goſpel 


* ſalvation; they truſted or FIT in. Chriſt; * 
e 


gift of God, of divine operation, and peculiar to 
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44 SERMON II. 
he tells the Theſſalonians, that the word of truth Ii 
works effectually in every one who believes. Ephes, Ml chr 
L523. 1 Thes. i. 13. | . For 
Although the word of truth is the means ap. MW kno 


pointed by God for begetting faith in the heart, Ml tike 


yet the Holy Ghoſt is the powerful and ſucceſsful WM the 
agent, to make the word like a ſword, dividing WM the 


aſunder, or opening the heart, and finding acceſs to hav 


the conſcience, by manifeſtation of the truth there. ¶ blo 
unto.— [hus Jeſus preached in demonſtration of the Wi <tc: 
ſpirit and power: what he ſpake, the Holy Ghoſt wit 
demonſtrated as a truth, to the conſciences of ſin. Ml blo 
ners, and then they believed. When God who to 
commanded light to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhines Nit 
into the heart by his ſpirit and truth, then he gives Fo 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in bre 
the perſon of -Jeſus Chriſt. The cherubim of old is IM int 
called the glory of God, Ezek. x. 4. and as the glory IM ne 
and brightneſs, which appeared in the cherubim, was he 
called the glory of God, ſo their faces were called all 


the faces of Jehovah, typifying a plurality in the I rig 


Godhead, which glory or plurality, is now to be hi 
ſeen in the face of Jefus Chriſt. Thus faith comes ¶ nc 
by hearing the truth demonſtrated to the conſcience N w. 
by the Holy Ghoſt; and a man beſtows no more as 


labour and is no more active in receiving faith, I ar 
than in receiving a teſtimony demonſtrated unto th 


him. This is the teaching promiſed to all God's Il at 
children, whereby they know him, John vi. 45. m 
Jer. xxxi. 34. This knowledge of him conſiſts in C 
the belief that Jeſus is the Son of God, or true tt 


God and eternal life.— This truth is manifeſted to 
every conſcience, where faith is given: although I f 
they may at that time be ignorant of many goſpel I v 


doctrines, yet they know that Jeſus is the Chriſt, I tc 
that is, that the everlaſting God manifeſted in hu- t 


man nature hath ſaved ſinners. | Il 


In 
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| SERMON II. 5 

In believing the record of God given of Chriſt, 
Chriſtians have the word of God tor the ground- 
work or foundation of their faith; and through 
knowing and believing the character of Chriſt teſ- 
tified of, they have God manifeſted in the fleſh for 
the object of their worſhip; and through believing 
the teſtimony concerning his finiſhed work, they 
have ſomething to truſt or confide in, namely, his 
blood and_righteouſneſs, as a ground of hope for 
eternal falvation.—For if Chriſt be God, in union 
with our nature, his everlaſting righteouſneſs and 
bloodſhed muſt needs be a facnifice ſufficient both 
to juſtify, ſanctify, and glorify every one who make 
it the ground of their hope for eternal glory. ©. 
For if the blood, obedience, and ſufferings of Chriſt 
brought him back from the dead, and carried him 
into the poſſeſſion of endleſs life and glory; it muſt 
needs be ſufficient to bring the members where the 
head is, to ſhare with him in the reward of his 
all- perfect toil and labour. For through faith his 
righteouſneſs becomes their's, as their fins became 
his through imputation; and if his obedience be 
not as ſufficient to bring thoſe for whom it is 
wrought, and to whom it is given to eternal glory, 
as Adam's offence was powerful to convey death 
and damnation to whom it was imputed, then fay 
that Paul's magnifying the gift of righteouſneſs, 
above the offence of Adam, Rom. v. is a capital 
miſtake; and that fin 1s above grace, Adam above 
Chriſt ; and that the offence of one man far exceeds 
the righteouſneſs of God. | be 

The goſpel of the grace of God, affords a ſolid, 
ſufficient, and ſatisfactory foundation for a ſinner; 
whereby he may, when rightly taught, be enabled 
to anſwer every murmuring ſcruple, ariſing from 
the ſenſe of fin, want of righteouſneſs, or God's 


Juſtice, &c. Shall the conſcience cry, I have ſinned 


_ againſt 
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46. SERMON II. 


againſt heaven and earth? Anſwer is given to faith 
by the word of God, The blood of Chriſt is the 
blood of God, and therefore ſufficient to cleanſe 
from all 6s... Shell the ſcruple continue, But I have 
no righteouſneſs to appear before God in; an an. 
ſwer ariſeth from the goſpel teſtifying of an ever. 
laſting righteouſneſs, wrought out by Chriſt for 
ſinners; with which God is well pleaſed, and gives 
it to every one who believes.—Should the cry con. 
tiaue, But I have no power to keep myſelf in faith 
or obedience; the anſwer runs thus, but He is 
faithful who promiſed, and able to fave to the ut. 
termolt every one who comes to God by him ; and 
they ſhall never be aſhamed nor confounded : for he 
who believeth hath everlaſting life and ſhall never 
come into condemnation.*””* 'I hus through believing 
the truth, a new diſcovery of God is brought to the 
ſoul, even a God both juſt and merciful.— The ſoul 
finds reſt in a delivery from its ſelf.ſeeking after 
ſomething in or about itſelf for ſatisfaction, which 
it could never find: through which continual dif- 
appointment it was perplexed and followed by as 


frequent diſtraction and religious torture of mind. 


Si is here both ſhewn and ſeen in its proper 


light and colours, by God's wrathful diſpleaſure 


pointed againſt it with vengeful indignation; when 


he ſpared not his own Son, but made him six for 


ſinners, and delivered him up for us all, ſmiting 


the ſhepherd of the ſheep with his ſword of keeneſt 


juſtice.— There is likewiſe the evil of the devil's lie, 
. — in God's vengeance againſt the heark- 
ening thereto. The devil cried, © Ye hall not 


ſurely die:“ but God's vengeance upon Chriſt, 
verifies that awful word, © The ſoul that fins ſhall 


die, and manifeſted the devil to be a liar and a 


falſe prophet, in changing the truth of God into 
2 lie, muſrepreſenting his character, in painting or 
ſetting 


about my intereſt in Chriſt : but when I am told 
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ſetting him forth as a God without the attribute of- 
juſtice.—In the ſame manner do his children think 


and ſpcak, while they are labouring to perſuade 


themſelves and others that they ſhall not die, al- 
though they do break ſome of the commands of 
God, becauſe God is not ſo ſeverely juſt, as to take 
notice of, and puniih every little tranſgreſhon. 
As God's juſtice and wrath againſt fin 1s clearly 
ſeen in his vengeance againſt Chriſt, fo likewiſe is 
his love -and mercy made manifeſt in the gift of 
him, and ſacrifice of his righteous foul and holy 
body : whereby through believing this truth (that 
God is well pleaſed with the redemption of Jeſus 
Chriſt, finiſhed upon the croſs) the ſoul finds that 
reſt which remaineth for the people of God; and 
which they enter into upon believing in Chriſt ; 
and which falſe teachers are labouring to hide from 
ſinners? eyes, and to make God's people forget, by 
the repetition of other things to pleaſe them, and 
& cauſe them to wander from mountain to hill 
(from one fancy to another) in order to make them 
forget their reſting place,“ and to build them up 
in a falſe peace, by teaching them to draw comfort 
rom ſomething elſe than Chriſt's work upon the 
croſs; as impreſſions, works, doctrines, falſe faith, 
kc. : all which at laſt are only found like ſparks of 
elt-kindling, and leave the walkers around them to 
le down in ſorrow. WE | 
That faith which has its foundation only in good 
impreſſions, feelings, &c. is not the goſpel faith. 
Did not the ſcriptures aſſure us that hypocrites will 
be very like God's children, it would not be ſo 
difhcult for a perſon to know his intereſt in Chriſt. 
For if no one could learn to ſpeak the truth but 
God's children, then if I could bur ſatisfy myſelf 
that I had learned that truth, I might be ſatisfied 


that 
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= SERMON II. 


that ſome will take their lamps and join viſible 
churches of Chriit, and both talk and walk as his 


own children, and that to the end, and yet deſtitute 


of the life of faith, how muſt I know that I differ 
from one of thoſe ? Not without ſome further proof 


than either talking or walking. Again, if no one 


could have joys and comforts but the real people 
of God, then if I could but know myſelf poſſeſſed 
of theſe, (fomerhing above nature, not to be had 
when 1 will) I might perſuade myſelf through theſe 
that I was a child of God.—But when the ſcriptures 


declare that ſome hear the word gladly, and receive 


it with joy, and yet have no root: and that others 
taſte the word of God, and feel the powers of the 
world to come, and that theſe are not certain figns 
of ſalvation, nor reckoned the beſt proofs (for the 
apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of better things, even the labour 
of love, Heb. vi. 1, 2, &c.): I fay when I hear and 


_ conſider theſe things, inſtead of ſhouting upon every 


impreſſion he loved me and gave himfelf for me, 
unleſs I come the right way to the aſſurance of 
hope, I have more reaſon to tremble before the 
God of Daniel, and fear leſt after all 1 be found 
amongſt thoſe who had eſcaped the pollutions of 
the world, (outward ſtains) and left after all I prove 
a ſwine (only waſhed) and turn in a proper temp- 
tation like a Judas, to my wallowing in the mire.— 
Nay farther, when I read of ſome called enlight- 
enced, comforted, believing, planted, waſhed, &c. 
talking of the aſſurance of hope, with more confi- 
dence than the real children of God themſelves and 
yet only formal profeſſors or enlightened perſons, 


.nay perhaps without either the form or knowledge 


of the goſpel, have I not reaſon to fear as David did 
(when God ſmote Uzzah?) of whom it is faid, 
« And David was afraid of the Lord that day, and 
faid, How ſhall the ark of the Lord come to _ W 

7 2 Sam. 


2 Sam. vi. 9.—A flouriſhing profeſſion, glorious and 
uſeful gifts, repeated joys and comforts, giving my 
goods to feed the poor, readineſs to fuffer death, 
for what they call the cauſe of Chriſt, may be found 
with thoſe who never knew the grace of God in 
truth. | | 

How great 1s that miſtake then of making the 
goſpel faith to be a perſuaſion that Chriſt died for 
me !— The vulgar miſtake appears firſt in a contra- 
dition to the word of God; for it is a matter no 


where propounded in the ſame.— The goſpel _— 


propounds this to the finner, © It thou believeſt 
with all thy heart that Jeſus is the Son of God, 
thou mayeſt be baptized.” —Believe © in the Lord 
Jeſus, and thou ſhalt be ſaved—Whoever believes 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of God,” &c.—This 
is what God propounds; and the belief thereof, is 
what God calls in his word the goſpel faith; through 


which a ſinner is juſtified, ſanctified, and glorified. 


——Secondly, the making of the goſpel faith to be 
the aſſurance of hope, thwarts or contradicts that 
method which God has laid down in his word, for 
the attaining the knowledge of my being of, or 
belonging to God: which is always, and in every 
place, by exhorting the profeſſor to give diligence, 
to make his calling and election ſure ; which is ſure 
enough in itſelf the firſt moment he believes, but 
not to his own conſcience, and therefore muſt be 


laboured after, by adding to his faith (which he had 


at firſt) virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, 
godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs, charity, &c: and he 


who doth thoſe things, that is, obſerves Chriſt's 


ſayings, ſhall never fall, but have abundant en- 
trance miniſtered unto him, into the everlaſting 


kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt; that is, he ſhall have 
the full aſſurance of hope, and of being for ever 
with the Lord. 2 Peter chap. i. | 


E This 
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"SERMON I. 


This faith, in the text, is ſaid to be the giſt of 
God; whereby it muſt be obſerved, that ſelf or 
human power, free-will, or choice of man, actions 
or motions, whether active or paſſive, are all ex. 
cluded in that which many call- the great duty of 
believing.—** It is the gift of God, it is given to 
you to believe.“ No man can believe except it be 
given him of God. Th 

If then ſelf have no hand in this great work of 
God, that cannot be the goſpel faith, which is ob. 
tained by prayer, ſtriving, exerciſes of the mind, 
&c.—PFor if ſo, then it would follow that man might 
pleaſe God without or before taith.—For it by ex- 
erciſes of mind, faith could be attained, it muſt 
either be through my own {ſtriving that faith is ac- 
quired, or elſe through that exerciſe I pleaſe God, 
and he beſtows faith upon me through or for that my 
labour. —Fhis is not grace, or the gift of God, but 
the work of man, and leaves room to boaſt But 
the goſpel faith is the operation of God, and ex- 
cludes all boaſting.— It will readily be granted that 
faith is ſtrengthened by the exerciſe of godlinels, 
and may grow exceedingly—But to maintain that 
faith may be obtained by the exercife of godlineſs, 


or pious actions, is to ſay that we are juſtified not 


by faith, nor a working faith, but by a faith not the 


gift of God, but the work of man.— This attended 


to with underſtanding, will likewiſe overthrow that 


vulgar notion of converſion, namely by offered grace. 
Il obſerve firſt of all, that the term offered grace 
is unſcriptural, and therefore carries ſuſpicion of er- 
ror in its forehead, like the greateſt part of man- in- 


vented and unſcriptural terms. Let it firſt be aſked, 


whether all unconverted men be dead in fin/or no. 
—If granted, then what avails the largeſt offer, or 
molt valuable pearl, to a dead man? Can the dead 
be ſenſible of the favour? Can they ar © 
5 value! 
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value? Can the dead put forth a living hand to 
receive it? Could Lazarus, while dead, ſo much 


as wilh, deſire, groan after, or pray for Chriſt, to 


come and raiſe him? Or could he receive any thing 
at his hands while dead, though come to his ſepul- 
chre, if he ſhould have offered him a gift. —and if 
that death of fin, wherein (as the ſcriptures aſſert) 


all men are born, brought forth, do not diſable and 


unfit ſinners as much for underſtanding, doing, or 
receivirig any thing that is ſpiritually good, as much 
as a natural or bodily death deprives the ſubjects 
thereof of bodily and moral actions. Then no lon- 
ger ſay that the one offence brought Adam and his 
poſterity into a ſpiritual death, to their utter depri- 
vation of ſpiritual life, light, power, &c, but only 
into a ſpiritual ſickneſs, or diſeaſe of foul, which, 
however, f is capable of ſome aQion.and anderitand; 
ing, and by a little help with moral ſuaſion may 
recover its primitive vigour: and glory. According 
to this ſcheme, every man guided by common ſenſe 
muſt ſay, Chriſt is become not a Saviour, but a 
helper only: and as man is ever prone to aſcribe 
more to himſelf than is due, in this caſe, he may 
with good reaſon aſcribe glory to himſelf, and ſay 
with the Phariſee, God, I thank thee for thy offer, 
and myſelf for the taking it, and neither thou nor 
my fellow-creatures can reaſonably deny that I am 
better than my neighbours, nay even much pre- 


ferable to thoſe who had the Doe offer but refuſed 


the favour. - 
Again, much of the like nature is that ſcheme 


which ſuppoſes the call of God to rouſe the ſinner 
from his ſleepy lethargy; ſet before him life and 
death, and then leave him either to chuſe or refuſe. 
—And yet this is called the grace of God,—I would 
firſt oblerve, in anſwer to the above ſcheme, that 
there 1 is no medium between life and death. Every 
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creature 1s either alive or dead: and if every indi. 


vidual of mankind have ſuch a call as this, they 


muſt be cither made alive, or left dead as before: 


it made alive, then every perſon muſt be ſaved, for 
the dead who hear the voice of the Son of God 
live for ever, and every one who hears believes, and 
* he who believes on the Son hath everlaſting life, 


and ſhall not come into condemnation, but is paſſed 


from death unto life“ — But if the call leave the 
ſinner dead, it is fruitleſs and vain.—But again, [ 
would aſk whether in this caſe the choice depends 
upon the grace, light, or power gtven, or on nature 
and its free-will, ſuppoſed in this caſe to be {till 
in ſome corner of the heart, as a corps di 
reſerve. If you ſay the choice depends upon the 
light, power, and grace given, then if good, it will 
ſurely chooſe good, and conſequently all will be 
faved.—If you ſay the choice depends upon the old 
man, whether he will ſuffer himſelf to be dethroned 
and crucified or no, I think the language of the old 
man 1n that cafe will be, Let me alone, 1 defire not 
the knowledge of thy ways, depart from me, ſpare 
me, let me live.—If you ſay the choice depends upon 
grace and nature blended together, then ſay good 
and evil mutually concur to man's falvation. But 
let it be obſerved that Paul faith it muſt be wholly 
either of grace or works; otherwiſe their nature 
and properties are deſtroyed ; © Work is no more 
work, and grace is no more prace.” 3 8 
The caſe of Adam in paradiſe is not parallel — 
For he was created pure and without ſin: but now 
there is an evil root, a body of death, which is al- 
ways inclining to that which is evil. If Adam in 
his excellency did not chuſe and abide with God 
and goodneſs, no hope of ſalvation can be expected 
for fallen man from the ſcheme before us, unleſs 


it can be ſaid and done that Adam ſerved God but 


oY | little, 
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üttle, but we will ſerve him much. This fights 
againſt the ſtandards of doctrine, in moſt of the 
reformed churches in Chriſtendom, particularly a- 


gainſt the doctrine Vontained in the articles of the 
church of England; where it is ſaid, © the grace 


«of Chriſt muſt prevent and aſſiſt the ſinner to 


«have a good will, and not only ſo, but work with 


e him when he has that good will:“ but more ſo 


againſt Paul and the other apoſtles, who jointly af- 
firm, that whomſoever he calls, he juſtifies : and 
whomſoever he juſtifies, he glorifies,“ Rom. viii. 30. 


The ſervants may call many by the preaching of the 


word, and many will make excuſes and ſay they 
cannot come.—And if any come only at the ſer- 
vants' call, they will be found at laſt deſtitute of 
the wedding garment; for many are called, but 
few choſen. —The ſervants call and invite, but the 
SERVANT, that is, Chriſt, compels to come in. 
Luke xiv. 23. 0 

Again, if ſalvation depends upon ſuch a preca- 
rious turn as this; ſuppoſing of two ſinners equally 
bad and equally called, with every way equal and 
alike advantages, the one happens to obey, the other 
to refuſe, may not the obedient juſtly adopt the 
Phariſee's prayer, „God, I thank thee?” for that 
grace thou gaveſt me, whereby 1 have made myſelf 
an object of thy love and favour, through my obe- 
dience—l have not refuſed thy call like mine obſti- 
nate companion, but have hearkened thereto, and 


proved myſelf a much better man than he. —Whe- _ 


ther a prayer of this kind will not naturally follow 
or flow from the aforeſaid grace, or whether this 
language will ſuit a believer here, or the ſaints in 
glory, 1 leave the reader to determine. | 

Furthermore, upon the aforeſaid ſcheme of ac- 
cepted or rejected grace, it muſt neceſſarily follow, 
that the ground of a man's hope always is and will 
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ariſe from himſelf—All Chriſt's blood and righte. 
ouſneſs is not ſufficient to deliver the ranſomed, 
unleſs he happen to chuſe and accept when an offer 
is made unto him. Now muſt not every one of 
underſtanding know, that in this caſe. ſalvation de- 
pends upon the will of man, (you may ſay free wil 
by nature, or free-will by grace, only allow, what 
the caſe admits, a power to refuſe;) and if ſo, it is 
plain that that muſt be the ground of hope, where. 
upon ſalvation turns.—But ſalvation turns upon the 
will of man in chuſing; therefore the hope mult 
ſtand not upon the good choſen, but upon the 
chuſing thereof. — This is clear by the conſequence 
which undeniably follows: for if J am ſaved, and 
had no more done for me than Judas or thoſe | in 
hell, it muſt be becauſe I have managed better than 
my fellows, ] am not as other men.“ 

The caſe before us is not applicable to the faith. 
fulneſs or unſaithfulneſs of God's people, mentioned 
in his word, but to the way and means whereby 
they become children of God. 

The goſpel faith, and its inſeparable _ ſalvation, 


_ excludes all boaſting, and leaves the heirs of pro- 


miſe nothing to glory in, but that which is the ſole 
cauſe of their ſalvation, namely, the blood and righ- 
teouſneſs of the Son of God.—Faith is wrought in 
them (as it is in every ſubject ir dwells in) by the 
diſcovery or manifeſtation of the truth or things to 
be believed, to the conſcience :-hence the apoſtolic 
preaching was a manifeſtation of the truth, to every 
man's conſcience, in the ſight of God.—As a fallen 
ſoul cannot believe a divine teſtimony, without a 
divine perſuaſion, therefore the goſpel faith muſt be 

the operation of God.—** God,” (ſaith the apoſtle) 
- © who commanded light to ſhine out of darkneſs, 
' hath ſhined into our hearts to give the light of the 
* of the uy of . in the face (or 


perſon) 
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perſon) of. Fafa. Chriſt.” Here is the true account 
given how that faith is obtained which is the 
ſubſtance of things hoped for, and the evidence of 


things not ſeen,” not by man's willing or running, 
but by the glory, power, or light of truth, ſhining 


into the ſoul.— This opens. the heart, as in the caſe 


of Lydia, whereby the finner attends to what is 
ſpoken, gives the knowledge of the truth upon di- 
vine evidence, and the knowledge of God, (as both 
juſt and mercitul) according to the teſtimony of his 
own word: whereby it becomes as eaſy to believe 
without toil or labour, as to ſee with our eyes when 
the ſun ſhines, or receive a truth when demonſtrated 
to the underſtanding.— This faith no more depends 
upon the will of man, than the fun riſing in the 
eaſt did upon the worſhip given unto it by the ido- 
laters. Our Saviour ſetteth forth this myſtery of 
the operation of faith, by another ſimile, taken from 
the air or wind, a common ſcripture emblem of the 
Holy Ghoſt. © The wind“ (faith he) „ bloweth 
where it liſteth,”” (with regard to man's wiſhes or 
power) © and thou heareſt the ſound: thereof, but 
knoweſt not whence it cometh nor whither it goeth, | 
ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit.” When 
a ſinner believes the divine record, through God's 
manifeſting it to the conſcience, it proves he is born 
of God: for with quickening or regeneration comes 
hearing, and with hearing comes faith, and with 
faith comes juſtification and imputation of divine 
righteouſneſs: this appears from the examples of 
converſion upon record, for our inſtruction.— The 
heart hereby is looſed from that love of ſin which 
was ſtrong, as death in the natural ſtate, and which 
could never be deſtroyed or broken, by any means, 
inventions, or works of men.--Now follows expe- 
rience of joy and peace, flowing not from the 


exereiſes of the mind, impreſſions, &c. but from 
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the blood and righteouſneſs of the Son of God, 
believed in as ſufficient for ſalvation.— The Ho 
_ Ghoſt glorifies Jeſus Chriſt to the heart or ſoul, 
and ſheds the love of God abroad therein; and 
hence follows rejoicing. in the hope of the glory 
of God.“ The ſtrength of ſin is the law,“ (faith 
Paul) therefore while a perſon 1s living by his own 
. righteouſneſs, it is impoſſible for lim to be delivered 
from the love of ſin: in ſome ſhape or other it 
will have a kingdom or reign in the foul, whilſt 
ſelf.righteous, or under the law: for the love of 
fin and ſelt-righteouſneſs are inſeparable.— | he rea- 
ſon given by Paul why believers are not. under the 
dominion. of fin, is, becauſe they © are not under 
the law, but under grace.“ 

One reaſon why many ſerious and devout perſons 
who are, as they think, and as others charitably 
believe, ſeeking righteouſneſs, ſalvation, &c. are yet 
frequently in great miſery, is, becauſe they ſeck 
them not by faith: they do not believe that the 
belief of that truth, that Jeſus is the Son of God, 
and has finiſhed falvation, | is the goſpel faith, and ſuf. 
ficient for the juſtification of a ſinner : and through 
this unbelief they ſeek after ſomething elſe, as melt- 
ings, brokenneſs of heart, good deſires, enlargement 
in duties, averſion to ſin, love to righteouſneſs, al- 
ſurance of God's favour, &c. But not being able 
to find theſe in them or about them, at leaſt not 
laſting, or in any tolerable degree of perfection; 
their hopes which roſe from thence art blaſted every 
now. and then, till in the end, wearied with ſelt- 
ſecking, they grow tired of duty, and begin to find 
hard thoughts againſt God, thinking him unkind in 
not anſwering their many prayers; and at laſt give 
looſe to the reigns of my and tall 1 into many ſnares 
and ſorrows, / 
This faith, which i is the gift of God, (the ope- 
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tation of his ſpirit in the belief of the truth) ex- 
cludes all boaſting in the creature, and gives glory 
to God, is the faith of all the elect, the whole 


church of the redeemed, ** whoſe names are written 
m heaven, in the Lamb's book of life,” and they 


. manifeſt it by the proper and genuine fruits, © the 


work of faith, labour of love, and patience of hope.“ 
They find the word of God to be nouriſhment to 
their ſouls, like pure milk, whereby they are fed, 
and grow to the meaſure of the ſtature of full age, 
or a perfect man in Chriſt, -The word is their only 
ſword, whereby they fight againſt their enemies, 
having renounced the traditions and doctrines of 
men, through which falſe Chriſtians are in bondage 
to men and. the powers of this world. —Herein they 
are conformable to Chriſt their head and pattern, 
who in the days of his fleſh ſubjected himſelf to the 
ſcriptures of truth, renouncing all obedience to the 
traditions of the Jews, in doing which he pleaſed 
God: while they who followed traditions were led 
thereby to crucify the Lord of glory, as all profeſ- 
ſors do in ſome ſhape or other, who are led by the 
traditions of men.—For the falſe Chriſtians like the 
corrupt Jews, are begotten and born of the will of 
man, through human power, human traditions, hu- 
man wiſdom, or the doctrines and commandments 
of men, corrupting the word: of truth, by artfully 
twiſting ſome of the devil's lie with it. —And as 
their birth is ſpurious or baſtardly (though they 
have much reſemblance of real children, yet like 
Iſhmael they have always leſs or more the ſpirit of 
perſecution againſt the royal ſeed, which is the mark 
of the beaſt whereſoever it is found ;) I ſay, as they 
are thus baſely born, they are found wondering or 
hankering after the beaſt, in ſome ſhape or other 


cleaving to the faſhionable religion of the world: even 


the moſt judicious and meek among them are faun- 


* 
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ing and flattering the rabbies, praiſing and admiring 
thoſe of note and eſteem, much more than the apo: 
tles of the Lamb. Though ſome are not ſatisſied 
with the behaviour and doctrines of all, yet they ne. 
vertheleſs ſubject themſelves unto them; and when 
their noted and admired preacher comes forth, they 
appear on the field and very zealous for a ſeaſon, 
being happy in the man, either in his words, pef. 
tures, awful expreſſions, ſaint-like looks, or doc. 
trine,. &c: tranſported with the ſound and fight, 


they melt away in raptures, and bleſs themſelves in 


their latitudinarian principles, and that God has ſent 
| ſuch a prophet among them. — This is their jubilee, 
and will ſerve them for food, phyſic, and matter 
of diſcourſe, for weeks and months, if not years; 
having little more religion to ſhew than the bulk 
of mankind in the intervals between their ſolemn 
ſeaſons, excepting the titles and ſpecious names of 
benevolence, or univerſal charity, in good and ſin- 
cere wiſhes for all mankind, connected with error 
and oppoſition to God's truth and the ancient goſ- 
pel, and ſomething of morality, cloſely twiſted with 
either the luſt of the fleſh, or the pride of life. 
But although this faſhionable religion hath many 


_ admirers, and many ingredients of goſpel truths in 


it, yet it never brings its followers to tremble before 
God's word, or the God of Daniel, nor draws them 
into the commanded and preſcribed union of the 
goſpel fellowſhip, to the practiſing of thoſe com- 
mands and ordinances which Jeſus has laid down 


in his holy Word, and commanded his own ſervants 


to teach the people to obſerve.—But the goſpel 


faith has always this diſpoſition” accompanying it, 


namely, a deſire of fellowſhip with the people of 
God in a ſeparation from the world in its wicked- 
neſs, and from falſe worſhip in its abominations, 
agreeable to the word which commands to be ſe- 
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narate and to come out from thoſe who have the 
form of godlineſs but deny the power, and from 
ſuch to turn away.-—Although God's people have 
not always had this opportunity, during the reign 
of antichriſt, or the eighth head of the beaſt, which 


is the Roman papacy, yet they have always and 


every where manifeſted ſo much of the goſpel ſpirit 
13 to give convincing proofs to whoſoever attended 
to their behaviour and words, that it was ſome of 
their warmeſt wiſhes, and would have been counted 
their greateſt happineſs in life (next to the enjoy- 
ment of our Saviour) to have ſeen one of the days 
of the Son of Man; I mean, him gathering his 
people together into viſible churches, to ſerve one 
another in love, and wait upon him in his ordi- 
nances, according to the command and practiſe of 
the apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, in fellowſhip, 
breaking of bread, and prayer. This appeared re- 
markably in the Wickliffites and Waldenſes (eſpe- 
cally the latter) and many others of thoſe noble 
witneſſes and ſufferers under antichriſt's oppreſſion 
and tyranny, who are now crying above © How 
long, O Lord, wilt not thou avenge our blood ?”? 
With this faith is connected the hope of eternal 
life, which manifeſts itſelf in ſeeking after thoſe 
things where Chriſt (the object of their hope) ſit- 
teth at the right-hand of God: He“ (faith John) 
© who hath this hope in him, purifieth himſelf, even 
as he is pure.“ — As Jeſus Chriſt renounced the 
kingdoms and glory of this world, when offered him 
by the God thereof, together with his children, (for 
the devil offered him the kingdom and the Jews 
would have crowned him;) ſo thoſe who are born 


of him ſhould walk in like manner.—He was a man 


of ſorrows, through the iniquities laid upon him, 
and his people are characterized as mourners under 
a lively. and piercing ſenſe of their manifold fins in 
. „ their 
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their dally omiſſion and commiſon; whereby they 
are wade to bluſh before him whoſe eyes are like 
unto flames of fire, and whoſe preſence breaks the 
ſtouteſt heart, and with whom compared his faints 
and angels are charged with folly or unfaithfulneſs. 
In this poverty of ſpirit they are to work out 
their ſalvation with fear and trembling, expecting 
nothing in this world but the croſs with Chriſt, nor 
from the men of it but deceit and hypocriſy, no- 
thing from its wiſdom but ſpoiling and deluſion, 
- Nothing from its riches but ſcraps, with the mur. 
murs of an hateful ſtepmother. And if they ſtand 
in this faith and ſpirit of ſelf-denial connected there- 
with, (having their hearts in heaven where their 
hopes are) how can it be but they muſt be laying 

up their treaſures there, by conveying them into 
the bank of heaven in doing good, in caſting their 
bread upon the waters, in hopes to find it after 
many days; becauſe they © judge him faithful who 
has promiſed, and declared himſelf not unrighteous 
to forget their work and labour of love: and 
hereby they give proof that their hearts and hopes 
are in heaven, by laying up their treaſure there, 
& For where a man's treaſure is, there will his heart 
be alſo.” This diſtinguiſhes the feed of God from 
that of the ſerpent, whoſe meat is duſt, whoſe hope 
is after an earthly paradiſe, where their hearts and 
treaſures are. For although ſome of the worldly 
Chriſtians may, like the Phariſees, give alms, it is 


only to be ſeen of men, and not according to their 


ability; only to preſerve their Chriſtian reputation, 

and ſo far as is conſiſtent with their worldly hopes 
and views, to ſecure their treaſures more ſafely from 
the envy of the populace. | For though the Phari- 


_ ſees gave alms, yet it was to their own, and not to 
the followers of Jeſus of Nazareth; for them they 


* and Judged It a great favour to fuffer them 
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to remain in the land of the living, crying out upon 
occaſions, they are not fit to live.” Thoſe among 
the formaliſts who have had the good luck to arrive 
at a ſituation of life agreeable to their wiſhes, and to 
fy with Eſau, © I have enough,” are crying in their 
hearts, © Soul thou haſt much goods laid up for 


many years, eat and drink and take thine eaſe.” 


To theſe nothing can be more dreadful than the 
ſound of. death, which tears them from their happi- 
neſs, and blaſts all their hopes to pieces when God 
takes away their fouls. Or ſhould their hopes have 
ſomething of religion in its arms, then it is after 
and in expectation of ſome great revival in religion, 
when (as they dream) the Jews ſhall be converted 
and brought back to their own land, and the Gen- 
tile nations bring their glory into the church, and 


they reign as kings, when (as every one hopes) No... 
religion ſhall have the pre- eminence, and become the 


joy of the whole earth. 

But in oppoſition to this Jewiſh wed carnal Chriſ- 
tian hope the ſeed of Jeſus which is begotten to a 
lively hope not of reigning in their corruptible bo- 
dies, but at the reſurreQion of the juſt, when Chriſt 


ſhall deſcend from heaven—I ſay they have no hopes 


of reigning ' till the firſt reſurrection: for that would 
contradict the word of Jeſus, which declares that his 
kingdom is not of this world, nor ſupported by the 
powers thereof, any more than it was in the days of 
the apoſtles.— For although the kings of the earth 
may grant toleration, which is the natural right of 


every creature, (unleſs forfeited by rebellion or ſe- 


dition) and for which they ought to be thankful and 
expect no more from that quarter than toleration 
and protection in their civil rights and liberties, yet 
this does not affect the kingdom of Chriſt ; for his 
kingdom was never yet ſo glorious as when all-the 


vcatheniſh Powers. were engaged againſt it. But the 
; glorious | 
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glorious days to be expected by the Chriſtians who 
are ſufferers here, are not *til] Chriſt ſhall raiſe hi 
people from their graves, gather them together, and 
live and reign with them on this earth a thouſand 
years: for then, but not till then, fhall the ſaints of 
the moſt high poficſs the kingdom, which ſhall not be 
taken from — and given to other people (as all the 
kingdoms of this world hitherto have been) but they 
mall inherit all things, and poſſeſs the kingdom, even 
for ever and ever, Dan. vii. 13, 14, 22. Then ſhall 
the meek be bleſſed and inherit the earth: for after 
they ſhall have reigned with Chriſt a thouſand years 
here on this earth over the nations, whoſe dominion 
Hall be taken away, though their lives be prolonged 
for a ſeaſon and a time, Dan. vii. 12. They ſhall fit 
with him in judgment over the unjuſt dead, which are 


_ raiſed from their graves after the thouſand years are 


over, Rev. xx. 12. and be aſſeſſors with him like 2 
jury, with the judge in the laſt ſentence: and when 
that day is over, they fhall inherit the bleſſedneſs in 
the reſtored creation, or new heavens and earth, 
promiſed by him who cannot lie, and TE righ- 
teoulneſs dwells for ever. 


To ſuppoſe the [glorious days ſpoken of in the 


above referred to ſcriptures, to be ſome flouriſhing 


time of the church militant, is to give a ſhare of 
that blefledneſs, only to thoſe whoſe lot happens to 


be then in life, or the land of the living. —But this 
is contrary to the apoſtle, who ſaith, that they who 
are alive ſhall not prevent them who are afleep in 
their graves from having a part in the firſt reſur- 
rection, 1 Thes. iv. 13—16. If this is true, how 
foreign therero. is that expoſition of thoſe many texts 
of ſcripture, which confines the bleſſedneſs of thoſe 
times to the church militant then in being, —This 


is to make the church more glorious than in the 


E pound days, and nn, more N 
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than when the Holy Ghoſt came down rifle; and 
baptized three thouſand ſouls into the profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity under one ſermon.— Then was a nation 
born on a day.— Then were the prophecies fulfilled 


clares, Acts 1i.—-We read in the Revelations, that 
the ſouls under the altar were crying when John 
wrote, “ Lord, how long wilt thou not avenge our 
blood upon the dwellers on earth?“ It was told 
them, „they muſt reſt a little ſeaſon, until their 
brethren: and fellow-ſervants that ſhould be killed as 
they were, ſhould be fulfilled,” that is, till the full 
complement of martyrs and confeſſors under the 
goſpel, ſhould be finiſhed; and in hopes of anti- 
chrill's deſtruction, and immediately after that, of 
the commencement of the ſaints? bleſſed reign, they 
ling, “ we ſhall reign upon earth. Rev. vi. 10. 
and v. 10. 


Laſt of all, to ſuppoſe that the firſt reſurreclion 
mentioned in Rev. xx. is only from a death of ſin 


to a life of righteouſneſs, is to play faſt and looſe 
with the word of God, which ſays expreſsly, that 


thoſe who were counted worthy of that bleſſedneſs, 
were thoſe ſouls who had been * beheaded for the 


witneſs of Jeſus, and for the word of God, and 
which had not worſhipped the beaſt, neither his 
image, neither had received his mark upon their 
foreheads nor in their hands:“ which plainly takes 
in all believers under the goſpel, both martyrs and 
confeſſors, before and under antichriſt's reign; and 
which cannot be ſaid of any ſoul brought only from 
ſpiritual death to ſpiritual life. For who was ever 
beheaded for Chriſt before they believed in him? 
Therefore we conclude that thoſe who ſhall have a 


ſhare in that happineſs mentioned in Rev. xx. are 


the whole number. of the elect people of God called 


the 


ſpoken of by Joel, I will pour out my ſpirit on all 
felb, that is, Jew and Gentile, as the apoſtle de- 


1 
: 
TY 
A 
1 
by 
; 
4 
4 
* 
1 
0 
* 
A, 
4b 
* 
2 
1 
i | 
1 
k 
. 
| 
f 
1 
1 


* 


64 SERMON II. 


the usr, becauſe they have lived and died in the 


faith of the goſpel, through which the Redeemer's 
everlaſting righteouſneſs is imputed to them, where. 
by they become juſt before God, through their 
Surety. having paid their debts, by ſuffering | in their 
place and ſtead, and anſwered every demand of the 
preceptive part of the divine law, by his active obe- 
dience.—This is the ſole cauſe of their acceptance 
with God, and likewiſe of their being brought ſafely 
through a ſea of worldly ſorrows without ſplitting 
upon thoſe dangerous rocks whereupon to many pe- 
riſh. As they then Know certainly, that the blood 


of Chriſt is the alone cauſe of all their ſalvation, 


they join without jar to ſing without ceaſing that 
ſong, which no man could ever learn, but the re- 
deemed from among men, Thou art worthy to 
< receive the bleſſing, the power, the riches, the 
ce ſtrength, the wiſdom, the honour, for evermore, 
< for thou waſt flain.—Fhou bought us, thou ſought 


& us, thou found us, thou ſaved us, and now thou art 


6 glorifying us, with thine own ſelf, in thy Father's 


< houſe, at thine own table, with thy heavenly | 


c“ manna, upon thy own throne and thy Father's 
e throne. Hallelujah for evermore, 


„ 
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Jay now my ſoul, if thou' rt diſpoſ'd to ſing, 

What ſhall thy ſubje& be; angel or king? 
Something in height above, or depth below, 
Virtue, or vice; or happineſs, or woe. 

Nay, ſomething greater far, my theme ſhall be, 
Even, that dear Man who died upon a tree. | 
Mzss1an's ConQUesTs, evermore I'll ſing, 

Angel of angels, and of kings the king. ee, 
He reign'd in heaven e'er time began to be. q 
Emperor coeval with eternity, y,, c 
In the bleſt empire of * Trinity. 


— 
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When clangor firſt of war in heaven was heard, 
For in heav'n's plains, hell's warriors firſt appear'd 


In purple robes, on cach a coloured beaſt, 0 
With fiery plates upon each helliſh breaſt: Sig 
Oh fatal hour ! when angels, tho” made good, Nor 
Rebellion raiſ*d, againſt their ſovereign God. For 
And as their 551 (in Jeſu's humbling hour) Lul 
Cry, now but kill, and then tlie kingdom's ours. No! 
Now anger flamed thro' Jehovah's eyes, Lat 
Which for a moment dark'ned th' heav' nly ſkies; Lu 
With indignation fill'd, he ſets his face Un 
Againſt the clans of numerous febel- race, Th 
And vengeance on his brow, but ſhoots one frown, 


And backward, headlong, tumbled ſquadrons down; An 
Binds them in chains of darkneſs, for to grace W 
His triumph in that day, when his bright face 


Shall ſwallow up, his, and his ſon's diſgrace. Tl 
Next ſay, how he the mighty men engag'd 10 
In ancient times, who war againſt him wag'd; A 
Gigantic, and renown'd for ſtrength and fin ; In 
Earth corrupt with their poif'nous breath and din: by 
Patience is tired, let vengeance take the rod. IL 


All fleſh corrupted have my ways, ſaith God, 
Save Noah the juſt; to whom he cried, my ſon, 
When ſixſcore years are finiſhed and gone, 
Even I Jehovah (not my rivals) ſend 
A flood; for of all fleſh is come the end. 

No longer hall my name bfaſphemed be, ar 
Go make an ark to fave both thine and thee. 

The righteous man believes, and mov'd with fra 
Altho', nor detage, nor one fign is near, FL 
He 'beys and builds, and warns the harden'd race 
By word and ſign, in this their day of grace; 

He preach'd, they thock'd, until his work was dent, 
Their fin fill'd up, and God's lot uff ring gone; 
The loving ſiege is raiſ'd, Jehovah's gone 


Up to his — to pour his vengeance down, 
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Not fore he had immur'd the rebels i in, 77 
And ſhut the gates of unbelief and ſin. 8 
Oh wretched ſouls! how dreadful is your doom, 
Sign'd the decree, and reprobation come; | 
Nor with, defire, nor hope e' er more is found 
For grace, as grace to tread Immanuel's ground. 
Lull'd faſt afleep in ſin, behold they lie, 
Nor in the leaſt expect God's judgments nigh; 
Fat without fear, and marry in their will, 

| Luſt of the fleſh and mind for to fulfil ; 

| Until the very day, God's ſealed: ſeed 

The ark. did enter, as God had decreed. - 

Now dark'ned quickly is the hemiſphere, 

And baleful blackneſs warns dread ruin near, © 
. WM While quick, Jehovah's hands, as Shree wh os 8 
In ſolemn, frightful ſound, makes open fl 5 ; 
The window-ſhutters of the loaden'd {ky. | 
Looks thro? thereat with angry vengeful frown, 
And ſhafts of air dart quick as lightning down 
Into the fountains underneath the ground, 
Which agitates the waters all around. 
Juſt as by ſudden fright, on human frame, 
The blood runs quick; in chaſe from vein to vein; - 
Seeking for paſſage thro* fome open'd pore, | 
Which it had never found or known before; 
As when Jehovah lay, in human form, Wo 
Twining beneath God's feet, like cruſhed worm, 
For fins of ours in agony and pain, | | 
Expands or burſts thereby His ſwelling vein, 
| HK ſo the frighten'd deep, below the ground, 
oves quick and rolls its gloomy confines round, 
But ſoon breaks forth in dreadful water-ſpout 
The open'd caſements of the air throughout: 
High in the air they riſe, then fall again, 5 
In direful cataracts of ſweeping: Tang 5 
Tearing the earth where cer they tall around, 


Oer flowing all, 'till every ſoul is drown'd:s _ 
12 | In 
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In vain around the ark they ſcreaming cling, 
Crying, but all in vain, pray take us inn 
Until reſiſtleſs waves looſe every hand, 
And drive the rebels into unknown Had. | 
*Tis done; they're gone; nor know their places more, 
Like ſtones they fink, nor ever ſee a ſhore. 
Vict'ry compleat, Jehovah's kingdom ſtands, 
In worlds above; in air, in ſea, and lands. 
eſus for ever lives, to ſave his own, 
And kill their ſtouteſt foes with angry frown. 
Now turn thine eye towards Gomorrah's plains, 
Where vallies laughing ſing, and plenty reigns: - 
Fulneſs of bread devoured by a band | 
Of rebels, neſted in a fruitful land. 
Sinners excceding great before the Lord, 
* Grown fat and ripe for his deſtroying ſword: 
Wallowing i in ſin; unnatural and baſe, 
Given up to vile affections, and diſgrace. _ 
Without or ſhame, or fear, of conſcience void, 
Made like the brutes, thro”. fin to be deſtroy'd. 
The cry of fin enters Jehovah's ear, | 
Who ſoon deſcends the truth thereof to hey: . 
Not that his place he changeth for to know 
Our ſituation, miſery or woe, ] 
But juſtice muſt proceed in FE 8 gone 
In "rides dreſs with two attendants down, | 
And pays a friendly viſit on the road, 
Jo faithful Abraham, the friend of God. 
Who fitting in the doof of ſhady tent, 
The heat of mid- day ſun for to prevent, 
About his God on pious muſe intent. 
Who ſuddenly appears.—And ſoon as ſeen 
At diſtance coming, in majeſtic mien, 
Whereby he's known, the father runs in haſte, 
Intreats his God with him to waſh and taſte. 
Agreed— Jehovah with his company 
WW Zh Apr han dines under the 207 tree. 


He's | 
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fle's bleſt in more than righteous man's reward, 
if as his gueſt his bleſſings to be ſhar d. 
God makes his ſecret and his purpoſe known 
Unto his Friend, while with him be walks on. 
Servants ditmiſs'd to ſave the righteous, man, 
(While juſtice lingers) from the rebel- clan. 
And in this wrath-conceiving dang*rous hour 
The patriarch fails not to exert his pow'r, 
For wicked neighbour Sodom; but impl6res 
For mercy to the God whom be adores.: 
But Oh! alas! a remnant is not found; 
2 

One only, righteous, all the cities round. 
And he as brand is ſnatcht, from blazing fire, 
The mighty hand of God for to admire: 
The interceſſion's o'er—And great 1 Au, 
Ceaſes for to commune with Abraham. 
Draws nigh; looks on their ſinful works and veya; 
(For darkneſs is to him as mid-day blaze.) | 
While they ſecure; in ſin, or fleeping lie, 
Nor dream that God and judgment is fo nigh.” 
Juſt as when Jeſus wept, in human form, 
O'er bloody Salem, ripening for the ſtorm. 
The dawning morn night-finners drives to reſt, 
Wearied with ſhame ; far worſe than vileſt beaſt, 
And Lot dragg'd forth by kind angelic-hand, 
Purſuant to the Lord's expreſs command; 
And to his wiſh*d-for Zoar for refuge run, 
And light diffuſ'd around by riſing ſun. 
Beſiegers then began th” attack by ſtorm, 
Without one ſummons, or demand in form, 
Or a ſurrender.— That but vain had been; 
Nor take, nor quarter give, the cry was then. 
Jehovah's hands on earth begins to pour 
From God in heaven a fiery brimſtone ſhow'r: 
Mortars right levell'd play with unheard ſound, | 


At once upon five cities all around. 
F 3. 25.03 22,9 08 
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The princely ſhepherd powerſully affail, 
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With fiery balls now glows the air around, 

And God indeed conſuming fire is found. 

It ſtreams, it flames, all in a moment burns; 

And fruitful plain to noxious lake ſoon turns. 

The ſinners cry, awaken'd from their dreams; 

And nought is heard but hideous yells and ſcreams, 

They 76 and run, and fall to riſe no more; 

Victory compleat by Jeſus evermore | 

Vanquiftfd by him whom they would not adore. 
Still greater wars God's ſacred books untold, 

In Egypt's land, where ſinners were grown bold, 

Oppreſſing Jacob ſore ; until the cry 

Of God's elect, brought wrathful vengeance 00 

Barb*rous and bloody edicts; cruel things, 

To butcher infants, by the word of kings. 

Blood touched blood; tis time for God to de 

Aveng' d on Egypt for its tyranny. - - 

Idolatry, abominable ſin; 5 

Now in perfection in Mizraim reign. . 

Tis done, the war's proclaim'd and God's gone don: He 


Burns in the buſh, while Moſes looketh on?: Tt 
Strange ſight; the buſh in blaze, yet unconſum' d; U 
The ſhepherd ſoon to turn aſide preſum'd: TT [1 


And while he wond'ring ſtood, with gazing en, 

Jehovah from the burning flame did cry, | 
Put off thy: ſhoes, for here is great I aw, 

Who was, and is, the God of Abraham. 

My bowels yearn the groanings for to hear 

Of Ifrael, my firſt-born, belov'd fo dear; 

Go thou to Pharach now at my command, 

For Iſrael ſhall be ſaved from tyrant's hand. 

Diſtruſtful reaſon, bafe humility, 

And artful pride, ſhame ſubtle enemy ; 


Till words and granted figns with him prevail. | 
And girt with power by God's'commiffion giv'n, 
He haſtes to court, from whence he had been driv'n: 
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Calls Ifracl's ; elders; and credentials gave; 28 
That he was ſent of God their tribes to fave... 
They hear, believe, and bowing, worlaip God, 
Who had ſuch, mercy to his, people ſhow'd. 
Two brothers: Aaron but a flave home- born; 
And Moſes but a fugitive, ſcarce known 
h Egypt's. court, where now the king was dead, 
Froga whoſe offended face, once Moſes fled : 
Not better his ſucceſſor, now on throne, 
The Pharaoh till, yet Joſeph is unknown: 
Feeble the meſſengers, the meſſage great, 
A monarch proud and mighty to intreat. 
With ſpeech. not flattering, nor with titles vain, | 
The food. of tyrants pride; and bait for gain. 
Thus faith the Lord, Now, ſet my ſervants free, 
And let my people go to worſhip me; 
Thus war begins, the monarch does rebel, 
And will be as a god, or go to hell. 
Who is the Lord, he cries ; what is his name ? 
Have I a rival? Ifrael bear thy blame, | 
Thou ſhalt not go: let double taſk be laid _ - 
Upon thy neck, and thus. thy folly paid.. 0 
know no Lord that juſtly can demand 
My ſlaves from under my deſpotic hand. 
Go get you to your burdens; thus replied 
The harden'd tyrant, thro? ſatanic pride. 
The taſk is doubled, till their blood was chill'd, 
Stripes added; and with anguiſh Iſrael fill d. 
And with God's ſervants chide; whereby they grieve, 
Till God appears again, them to relieve. 
Fear not, ſaith he, for with a mighty hand, 
Pharaoh ſhall drive my Iſtael from his land. 
My name was Gop ALMIGHTY, when of old, 
[ to your fathers of theſe days foretold: 
But now I by JsHovar will be . 3 
A g talflliog ami to-Did-QUl ©; nigh he 7 
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This kingly, animating ſpeech, inſpires 
His ſervants breaſts with heav*nly martial fires; ' 
Thro' which they to their charge return again, 
And wonders ſhew, but miracles in vain : 

Till plagues deſtructive come, with heavy hand, 
To cruſh the flow'r and pow'r of Egypt's land. 

Magicians now appear: ſatan's buffoons, 
Hell's apes; God's works to mimic: but eftſoons | 
Their folly's manifeſt ; they can proceed 
No further in their juggling than decreed: 

Their ſhame for to diſcover; and God's pow'r 
Moſt abſolute, and Sovereign worlds all o- er. 

Tho' Aaron's rod the jugglers rods devour; 
Yet Pharaoh (under ſigns) but hardens more. 

Next, water feels the hand of God, and turns 

To blood, in rivers, veſſels, ponds, and urns. 

Bad omen for the Egyprians ; thus to ſee, 

At the firſt ſtroke, their waters blood to be : 
Beheld by Pharaoh in the morning light, 
Going to waſh; but haſted back in fright, 
And fretting envy, 'till his juggling train 

Try their inchantments, him decerve again. 
Beneath this plague a week the tyrant grieves; 
Nor yet thro” ſigns the word of God believes. 

Uplifted rod again, brings, wonder ſtrange, 
Squadrons of croaking frogs, thro' Egypt range, 
Not in the ditches now, or naſty ponds, _ 
Their proper quarters, when within the bounds 
Of magna charta : but permiſſion now | 
Is granted for to plunder Egypt thro': 

Bold the adventurers (tho of tardy peſts)” 

Yet parties to the capital proceed. 
Lounging in the king's bedchamber appear, 
And look him in the face with ſtupid ſtare; 3 
Crawl up the kneading troughs, and welter in, 
Wallowing with clumſy crawl the dough within. 


The 
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The jugglers mimic Moſes once again, 
And frogs produce thro! their legerdemain : 

But what avails ; the king is forc'd to pray, 

Call on your God to drive theſe plagues 215 - 

Irael ſhall go: Pve ſinn'd againſt the Lord, 

Only intreat him quarter to afford. 

Tis granted: quarter's given, the army lain; 1 

But quickly Pharaoh's heart grows hard again. 

The charge nenew'd; by rods up-lift again, 
And herds of lice both cover beaſts and men. 
strange plague : what now avails all Pharaoh's hoſt 
Of chariots, horſemen ? Now in vain they boaſt ; 
Wage war againſt the crawling inſeQs vile, 
Draw forth your armies plac'd in rank and file: 
Ruth on the rebels with your ſword in hand, 

And ſlaughter thouſands thro' your filthy land: 
Crawl in ſome corner, ſerape your fineſt lawn, 
And ſweep the vermin to deſtruction down, 
Yet all in vain: ſtill the tormentors are 
As num'rous, and no diſtant hopes appear 
Of via'ry ; for altho' no ſword they wield, 

Yet fight, and die, and'breed upon the field. 

Magicians now confounded, and cry out, 

The finger of the Lord is here, no doubt. 
Their batteries ſilenc'd; and laid down their arms; 
Their conjuring rods devour'd; and ſpells and charms 
Withal their trinkets now exposed to , ov. 
The devil bafff'd: glory to God's name. 

But what avails ; ; the tyrant hardens ſtill, 
dtoutly refuſing to obey God's will. 
Reſpite but ſhort; for foon a voice divine 
Speaks loudly, in a yet more grievous ſign: 

Or let my people go to worſhip me, TH 3 
Or ſwarms of flies ſhall trouble thine and thee.” 
And in that day I will diſtinction make 
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Thus ſpake the Lord; and ſoon a winged band 
Swarms every where, corrupting Egypt's land: 
Noiſome and grievous is the plague indeed; 
Hope fails of conqueſt, or of being freed. 
Judgments extort repentance, once again, 
And a ſubmiſſion (partial) likewiſe gain : 
Go facrifice, ſaith Pharaoh, in the land, 
Worſhip your God; but {till at my command. 
Not fo, faith. Moſes, leſt you us deſpiſe, 
For off ring to our God in ſacrifice 
Egypt's abomination; idols vain, -. 
The calf or ox, -which muſt by us be gain. 
This will provoke th' idolaters to ſtone 
Iſrael at worthip, therefore we'll be gone 
Into the wilderneſs: if this muſt be, 
Saith Pharaoh, go not far: intreat for me. 
Moſes intreats; God anſwers once again, 
The plague's remov d, and not a fly remain. 
But ſoon the heart, like ſprings when eaſ d of weight, 
Starts back, and turns into its native ſtate. 
Judgment purſues, and pours its vengeance down 
Upon the cattle, browſing on the lawn, | 
And Egypt's fill'd with peals of dying groan. 
Deſtruction ravages around the land, 
But carefully makes halt, by God's 1 
On Goſhen's borders: and the lands divide 
By marks of death and life on either ſide; 
en inform' di of this, but rages more, 
And ſtill withſtands the God of 2 — el's pow'r. 
Then from the furnace, by commiſſion. given, 
They ſprinkle aſhes in the face of heav'n. 
The air corrupted, ſhoots. its poiſon'd darts 
At man and beaſt; which baneful pow'r imparts 
Againſt their bodies; which: break forth. in blains, 
And boils molt loathſome, with tormenting pains. 
Magicians reached are; to fly compell'd, 
Fram Moſes — with ä anguiſh fl'd ; 
Fiercer 
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Fiercer the battle grows on either ſide, if 
Pharaoh ſtands firm, tho with fore judgment try'd; 
God cries, my plagues PII multiply again,” 
And ſhew that I in heaven and earth do reign, 
And for this cauſe in very deed, have 1 
Made thee to ſtand, when thou deſery'd to die; o 
Thou liv'ft in me; thy acts are thro' my pow'r, _ 
But th' evil of thei thine for evermore. 0 
But thy reſiſtance gives occaſion fair, - 97 
My name and power thro' worlds for to declare 2 
As yet exalteſt thou thyſelf to ſay, 10 
pll be as the moſt high, nor him obey. 
To-morrow ſhalt thou hear me fpeak aloud 
In thunder, then fay canſt thou ſpeak like God: 
Such hail ſhall follow as thy land near faw; 
Ir thou believe, prepare t' eſcape the blow. 

The morrow comes, and Moſes lifts his rod, 
And thunders utter forth their voices loud; 

Vollies of hailſtones huge, come pouring down, 
And mingled fire runs blazing on the ground; 
The fruits, the beaſts, are blaſted by God's Power, 
Throughout the land feel the deſtructive ſhowr: 6 
While Goſhen through a calmy ſunſnine's ſeen, 
Their cattle browſing, and their herbage green. 

As once to Job, God might to Pharaoh fay, - 
Where was thou when I did earth's corner lay? 
Now canſt thou thunder with an arm like me, m EF: 
Or bound the waters by a firm decree? 1 25 
When didſt thou ſee my treaſuries of hail, 
Or with the lightnings can thy word prevail? y 
To anſwer give: then TU confeſs thy arm 
May Iſrael keep, and fave thyſelf from 3 N 
I've ſinn'd, cries Pharaoh, but the Lord is juſt, 
Im wicked, and my people: (Well conteſt. * 
It is enough; but once again intrea + 


And ye ſhall 8 to . at God's leet.) 251 
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Moſes before the Lord but ſpreads his hand, 
And hail and thunder ceaſe at God's eee 
Thunders abated, and the ſtorm's blown o'er, 
King Pharaoh's heart but hardens yet the * 
God leaves but to his wiſdom and own will: 
And .water-like, in froft, he freezes 1till. 
The ſun withdrawn not cauſe: of waters froze, 
Whoſe beams are yet the cauſe of blowing roſe. 
Yet by withholding what might fin prevent, 


God's calbd its author, as antecedent. Ml vi 
I form the light, and darkneſs do create, Loct 
Saith God to Cyrus, him to animate And 
Againſt proud Babel; and to teach him too. Thi 
That light and darkneſs; ;: alſo weal and woe. Hov 
The Perſian gods and principles were found E 
Not ſelf exiſtent, but produc'd, and bound per 
By God Almighty's will, who makes them ſerve kno 
His purpoſe grand : nor from his will to ſwerve. our 
He author challengeth to be of all, But 
Both good and ill; as of the great and ſmall. Bot 
Not by infuſion, or impulſive hand, Enr 
Does he produce the evil in a land: 5 Be 
All good in creatures, and creation wide. Loc 
Are holy works of his, and none beſide; ' loi 
All evil is the creature's act: and fin He 
By God's permiſſion; for this enter'd in:: Lik 
(That. is) that God might have a field to how 0 1 
His glory in the heavens and earth belo “. An. 
Thus his prerogative and power he claims, In 
Againſt the heathens, and their idol names. An. 
8 tn them do evil, or let them do good, WI 
Saith he: and ſhew they have the pow'r of God. rz. 
Thus God is ſaid to harden Pharach's heart, ral 
*Cauſe he not grace, him to reſtrain, imparts. . An 
But may he not with his do what he Wi: Th 


Give, or withhold, and yet be righteous till, 7 1 Le: 
„ g | 0 \ 
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o him who murmurs gainſt this ſcripture plan, 
wWnether or angel great, or weaker man, 
he anſwer's ready: friend I wrong not thee, 
Take that thine is, and go, contented be. EY 
\ righteous God, clear of all fin and blame, 
Who was, and is, and will be ſtill the ſame. 
flow long, ſaith Moſes, doſt thou ſtill refuſe 
To let God's people go, and them abuſe? - . 
If yet thou do perſiſt them to detain, 
Iwill, ſaith God, afflict thee yet again: EF 
Locuits ſhall ſwarm, and ſpread thy land all ober, 
And what the plagues have left, they ſhall devour. 
Thine houſes and thy ſervants they ſhall fill, 
How dareſt thou rebel againſt me ſtill. _ 15 
How long ſaith Pharaoh's ſervants, ſhall this man 
Perplex and vex us? pray let them be gone: 
knoweſt thou not that Egypt is deſtroy'd, E 
Qur-ſtrength made weakneſs, and our council void! 
But who, ſaith Pharaoh, ſhall go ſerve the Lord? 
Both old and young, was Moſes powerful word : 
Enrag'd, the monarch cries, but let the Lord 
Be with you ſo, as to make void my word: 
Look to it, evil is before you now, 
Jou men at firſt only defir'd to go. 3 
He drives them forth, with ſurly monarch's frown, 
like vagabonds who ſtroll from town to town. 
The hand out-ſtretcht ſoon brings a windy ſtorm, 
And Egypt's coaſts with locuſt armies ſwarm: 
ln bands they muſter, tho? without a king, 
And where they fall compleat deſtruction bring. 
While. in the air like gloomy clouds they ſail,  -- 
They ſhade the light, till darkneſs. does prevail: 
Falling, like ſky they cover fields around, 
And ſoon devour whatever green is found. _ _. 
Theſe now conſume, what's left by fire and hail, 
Leaving infection with their poiſ nous ſmell, _ 
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And felt ſuck plagues, not from the days of yore. 


The ſinful heart to fill, with holy fear: 


Nor ſuffer Iſrael to depart his lands. 
God bids his ſervant ſtretch his hand again 


And of fuch gods old Egypt then was full. 
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Ragged the trees; their fields a wilderneſ: 
Of Egypt now, how great is the diſtreſs. 
Such locuſts they had never ſeen before, 


Repentance once again's extorted now; | 
Pre finn'd, cries Pharaoh, both *gainſt God and you; 
Intreaf the Lord, 1 pray; but this one time; 
This death to fcatter, and forgive my crime. 
Moſes intreats, and ſoon a mighty wind 
Blows ſrom the weft, and to a grave confin'd 
The inſects vile; even in the wat'ry deep, 
Where Pharaoh and his hoft muſt ſhortly fleep. 
Nought better yet; judgments unable are 


He would not yet obey God's high commands, 


Towards the heav'ns; and darkneſs fills the plains: MW Thi 
Darkneſs ſo thick, by a condenſed air, = IG 
As might be felt by every dweller there. Wi 
Three days they grop'd, nor one another ſaw, da 
But wept and wail'd the land of Egypt thro'. a. 
I will, faith God, my vengeance execute Th 
On Egypt's gods, as well as man and brute. Ne 
Whereas your God, might Iſrael truly ſay, | 
Does darkneſs lead him captive at mid-day. , 
Light was a god: emblem thereof, the bull; 


—_— 


But ſlain the calf; along with ox and cow; Tt 
And light's mchained, by the darkneſs, now. 
While Goſhen's fill'd with light their borders thro', 
Egypt's an emblem of the pit below. 8 
Moſes is call d; and bid go ſerve the Lord 
Both young and old, but let the herds be ſpar'd. 
Thou muſt, faith Moſes, ſacrifice us give, 
A hoot behind we'll not in Egypt lese. 
i N | Pharaoh 


LEAH ISS = 


conaOUEs Ts 59 


Pharaoh enrag'd, cries; to thy ſelf take heed, _ 
See me again endanger'd is thy head. 8 
Well ſpoke, faid Moſes; I thy face will ſee 
No more; for vengeance comes on thine and thee. = 
But once again, cries God, PI lift my hand, | 
ound Egypt ſhall you thruſt from out its land. 
Speak in their cars, and I'll ſpeak to the mind, 
And turn their wrath into affection kind. 
And you ſhall borrow : man and woman too, 
Fach of their neighbour, Jewels Egypt thro'. 
This not unjuſt, for why? *tis God's command, 
And that is juſtice : what he wills ſhall ſtand, 
His will is law, he Sovereign ſtandeth ſtill, 
And what he wills is right, his rule's his will. 
But war ſubſiſts betwixt the nations twain, 
And man will fay, to plunder is no ſtain. 
Now ſpeaks the Lord, let Iſrael lend an ear : 
s: This month to you ſhall hence begin your year. 
Your ra, with redemption, ſhall bear date, 
That ſhall remind you of this mercy great. 
day unto Iſrael, let them take a lamb 
Each family; without or ſpot, or blame; 
The whole aſſembly ſhall this rite obſerve, 
Nor from it, thro' their generations ſwerve, 
*Tis done according to divine command, 
Leaven is put away thro' Goſhen's land. 
The day obfery'd as God commands again, 
A lamb provided, and at at even ſlain. 5 
They ſtrike their lintels and door-poſts of wood 
With hyſfop dipt in typifying blo dt. 
With roaſted fleſh, and pure unleaven'd bread, 
With ſauce of bitter herbs, their tables Ipread ; 
With ſandals on, and girded Toins, they ſtand, _ 
Eating at midnight, with their ſtaves in hand, 
This was the:Lord's paſſover, eat in haſte; _ 
While Iſrael's ready; Egypt's fleeping faſt, 
„ 4. 9# 8 25 | | | | | Wrapt 
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Wrapt up in carnal ſafety; nor once deem'd, 
Egypt was ſold and Iſrael was redeem'd. 


- Juſt as the virgins ſlumber'd in falſe peace, 


Nor dream'd they could be deſtitute of grace. 
But hark! The midnight cry ſurprizes all, 
And dread or death o'erwhelms both great and ſmall, 
Commiſſion'd angels from the Lord of Hoſts, 
With vengeance clad, flies thro' Egyptian coaſts : 
And every houſe, without the bloody ſign, 
Feels the diſpleaſure of a wrath divine. 

While Ifrael's infants fleep ſecure from harms, 
Hanging on breaſts, or in maternal! arms: 
Egyptian babes meet death, in awful form, 
And thro” the land now runs a new alarm: 

My child is dead, my neighbours go and call 
To weep with me: alas! what judgments fall 
Upon us now; but ſoon the griefs increaſe, 
By news from others in the like diſtreſs. 

It rings abroad, till general is the cry, 

From prince to beggar, not one paſſed by. 
Alas my child! Would God I'd for thee dy'd 
One mother cries; for I have none beſide : 


Another cries, alas! What ſhall I do, 


My hope is gone; and life in danger too; 
I cannot live without my little ſon, 
O death, thou enemy, what haſt thou done. 
Thus wail th' Egyptians, with unmixed grief; 
Nor can, from one another, find relief. 

But yeſterday ſince Iſrael groan'd beneath 
The hand of Pharaoh, and this cruel death, 


By barb'rous law, upon each man-child born; z 


But vengeance now upon the tyrants turn. 
They who of late, did ſtrive to ſeparate _ 
Parent and child, now groan beneath the fate. 
Alarm'd, the court, from midnight ſleep ariſe, | 
And bid the people go to lacrifice | 


: Unto 


CONQUESTS. 


[Unto their God; both child and cattle too : 3 
Be gone, ſaith Pharaoh: and bleſs me alſo. 


For Iſrael to be gone, they urgent were, 
And lend them raiment, nor their jewels ſpare, 


[After ſo many provocations given, 


They've favour granted in their eyes by heaven. 
By Iſrael let this night remember'd be, 
Thro' ages in their every family. c N 
When twice three hundred thouſand . men, 
Sprung from the number of threeſcore and ten: 
Loaded with ſpoils, a journey did begin, 
Moſt wonderful the world had ever ſeen. 
Upon the very day, as God decreed, 
He, as he ſaid, from bondage Iſrael freed. 
Harneſs'd they marched, with father Joſeph's bones, 
While Egypt s buſy, burying of their ſons. 
ſehovah leads the van in fiery cloud, 
or Iſrael follows with a mixed crowd. 
They camp at Succoth, and refreſhment take 
Of baked dough into unleavened cake. | 
And when by cloud to Piahiaroth led, 
Nigh to the ſea, known by the title Red: 
Hemm'd in by mountains upon either hand, 
With ſea before them ; here they're bid to ſtand. 
Panic thro? death in Ham ſubſided ou 
And Iſrael gone, nor rightly known whereto : 
But ſcouts ſent forth, their motions to eſpy, 
With tidings quickly back to Egypt fly; 
daying, Iſrael runs, nor ſtays 1 in wilderneſs ;, 
Refreſhing news to Pharaoh in diſtreſs. 
They are entangled, cries the ſorrowing king; 
The wilderneſs has ſhut the rebels in. 
Turn'd round their hearts, from favour unto 8 
As God withdraws, they harden into ſtone. 
A nation mighty by the world confeſt, 
What have we done! ? Our folly's manifeſt ; 
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Cajol'd, o erpower'd, by our ſlaves home-born, 


Pillag'd, deferted too, in baſeſt ſcorn, 
The like not known before ; make ready now 
My chariot, cries the king; and let us go 
Them after; to reduſe to bondage due, 


And make them at our feet for mercy ſue. 


Tis quickly done, and round the monarch ſtand 
His own; and hundreds well with captains mann f 
The ſtrength of Egypt now united is, 

And haſte away towards the wilderneſs 

After the unarm'd tribes, in full career, 

Whoſe van 1s ſoon eſpy'd by Iſrael's rear: 

Which fill'd with panic fear th' unmartial'd crowd, 
And thro? their hoſts raif*d trembling murmurs loud 
Againſt their leader Moſes ; why, ſay they, 

Haſt thou us taught our lords to diſobey ? 

Was it becauſe that Egypt had no graves, 

For to enthrone thyſelf, thou us deceives? 


Did not we ſay, let us enjoy in peace 


Our lives, altho? with bondage and diſtreſs ? 
Better had we and ours bond-ſlaves have been, 


Than by rebellion this affliction ſeen. 
Fear not, faid Moſes, but ſtand till and ſee, 


God's great ſalvation to his family. 


Pore you to day ſhall God be glorified ; 


Stand {tilt and fee the Lord your God decide 
The controverſy, which will ſoon take place 
And crop the flow*r of the Egyptian race. 
Moſes muſt now be filPd with cumberous care; 
Deep thoughtfulneſs, and holy anxious fear 
Muſt agitate his mind; for now he ſaw, 


Obtain'd or loſt, with or without one blow 


God's glory, and or Iſtael's weal or woe: 


And rey'rence due to him as prophet too. 
Like a commander brave, he ſtrives to fill 
His. unexperienc'd troops w th martial zeal. 


But 


nd 


Jud 


Jill Þ 


CONQUEST'S. 83 


But in a different form from worldly chiefs, 
From God, (not man) faith he, muſt come relief. 
Ceaſe but your murmurs, and believe his word; 
stand ſtill, and fee ſalvation from the Lord. | 
While Moſes animates with words and prayer, 
The Lord of armies quickly lends an ear : 4 
And anſwers with a Wherefore doſt thou cry? P, 
Bid Iſrael march, and lift thy rod on high, 

Sea to divide, that Iſrael may paſs o'er, 

And ſing ſalvation's ſong on yonder ſhore. - 

Tis done: the waters hear, and open wide, 
Standing in heaps like walls on either fide. 

How differently appears the word of Gd 
From that of haughty monarchs, fleſh and blood. 
To Xerxes? mandates, ſtripes and fetters hard, 
The Hellifpontic ſeas paid no regard: | 
Nor more the mountains to his royal tone, 

One kept its baſe, the other {till flow'd on. 

Iſrael purſues the new unbeaten path, 

And ſafely walks amidſt the deep, thro? faith. 
Baptiz'd to Moſes, when Euroclydon 

Beſprinkled them with waters marching on. 
Their guardian angel Chriſt the Son of Man, 
Who had *till now been leader of their van; 

In tabernacle of the ſmoaſing cloud, 

Emblem to them of covenanting God; 

And fix d 'till now, like leading general s tent, 
Before the army, as they journeying went: 

But ſoon as danger was behind them ſeen, 

He ſtrikes his tent, and puts himſelf between 
His tribes and furioufly purſuing oe; 

Now threatening Iſrael's total overthrow. 

And like commanding admiral at ſea, _ 
Hangs out his lamp to guide his fleet their way. 
But lanthern dark unto Egyptian eyes, 


Infatuated now beyond ſurprize. | : 
| 8 2 + What 
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What could they think, to ſee a ſpacious way 
Made, en a ſudden, thro' a well known ſea. 
No pow'r but God, juſt reaſon would have ſaid, 
Who ſeas confines within their hollow bed, 
Could this divide; and if for Iſrael done, 

Muſt needs them ſave, and cloſe their foes upon. 
Thus march they on the military way, 

In awful filence, till the dawning day; 

When Iſrael's Captain haſting morn prevent, 

And looks thro' window of his cloudy tent 

With awful frown ; which ſtruck his foes with fear, 
Troubling their hoſt, confounds each charioteer : 
Wheels dropping off, thro' which with tardy pace 
They drive: and cry, let's flee from Iſrael's face; 
The Lord fights for them and againſt our hoſt, 
Retreat, retreat, or Egypt's ſtrength is loſt. 
Which to prevent, and make the deep their graves, 
The Lord bids Moſes o'er the ſtanding waves 
Once more his rod advance: no ſooner done, 
Than ſea o'erwhelms th” Egyptians every one. 
Finiſh'd the war, for Egypt is no more; 
And Iſrael ſafely landed on the ſhore, 
To ſing falvation and their God adore. _ 
They fear'd, believ'd, both Moſes and the Lord, 
And found the truth of his eternal word. 
Who's like our God, among the gods, they cry, 
Whoſe own right hand has got the victory. 
Gloriouſly _ ; fearful too in praiſe ; 

Wonders performing, wonder tor to raiſe. 

He who our fathers fear'd our God ſhall be, 
Who's daſh'd in pieces now our enemy. 

We will exalt his name, and maguify 

The God. who. rides upon the ſtormy ſæy: 

Who worthy is always to be ador'd, 

As mgny God and PE Lord. 
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BOOK I. 


Keep ſtill my muſe upon the ranſom'd ſeed 
Thine eye; as they to Canaan's land proceed, 

By marches flow, directed by the cloud, 

The habitation of their leader God : 

And ſoon thou'lt find, the war renew'd to be, 

For granted, Canaan's gain'd by victory. 

The nation firſt who dar'd them to oppoſe 

In wilderneſs, from Abraham's ſeed aroſe ; 

From Iſaac's loins ſprung Efau his firſt-born ; 

From whence ſhoots forth, like Daniel's little horn, 
Proud Amelek's race; who ſoon with jealous eye q_ 
Did Iſrael's camp in Rephidim eſpy, F 
As journ'ing on he paſs'd, his borders nigh ; 

With fury arm'd he fell on Ifrael's rear; 

smiting the faint and weary without fear. 

Till Joſhua, captain of Jeſhuron's Lord, 

With choſen men went forth at Moſes' word, 

And battle gives the foe, nigh his own lands; 
While Moſes on the hill lifts up his hands. 

By Hur and Aaron until even- tide | 
Supported; ſtanding by the prophet's fide : 
Emblem moſt lively of th' uplifted hands 


Of our High-Prieft, who now before God lands : 
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86 MESSIAH 's 


Not waxing faint, nor weary in his pray'r; 


Not flow of fpeech, nor heavy 1s his ear. 


Like Moſes, why ? Becauſe he is the God, 
O'er all in union with our fleſh and blood. 


Thro! Moſes, prayer, and Joſhua's conduct brave, 


The God of Iſrael deigns once more to fave 

His own: for Ifrael now in field prevails, 

In vain the curſed nation them affails : 

Diſcomfited, they fly from Ifrael's ſwords, 

Which were the weapons of the Lord of Lords. 

*Tis done: the battle's gain'd, and Iſrael lives, 

To praiſe their God, who vict'ry always gives. 
Write this, ſaith God. for a memorial true, 

Nor let it be forgotten e' er by you: 

Proud Amelek ſhall find an enemy 

To ſlay, until his name forgotten be. 


Becauſe his hand was lift againſt God's throne, 


The Lord of armies by himſelf hath ſworn, 

Even Jeſus, who amongſt his children ſtands 

On earth, but' on God's throne does lay his hands; 
Even he to a perpetual war has ſworn, 

Jo fight with Amelek's, tho' yer unborn. 

The ſerpent's ſeed, altho' in different forms, 
Againſt the woman's ſhall lift up their arms: 
Until the beaſt, in antichriſtian reign, 

Shall be conſum'd, and die of ling' ring pain. 

An altar's builded, and by Moſes namd 

The Lord our banner; ; let it be proclaim'd 
Throughout the earth, as far as ſetting ſun; 

He fought, and Ifrael bas the vict'ry won. 

Proud Am'lek's vanquiſh'd, Hrael ſtill remains, 
Conqu'ror in kingdoms, cities, mounts, and plains, 
Tho' not without a foe: for nations round 
Alarm'd; the upſtart nation to confound, 

In deadly leagues and helliſh ſchemes combine 

To cruſh, in infant ſtate, the royal vine. 


Next 


* 
* 
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Next Arad, king of Canaanitiſh race, 

Who in the ſouth had fix'd his dwelling place, 

By dreadful rumour learn'd that Iſrael came 
Nigh to his borders; which now dreaded name, 

arr and terrifies the haughty king, 

Who muſter'd ſoon, and ſoon to field did bring 

His mighty armies, and with Iſrael fought, 

And priſ'ners ſome in field of battle caught 

Of army royal : 

By God's permiſſion, of his favours kind, 

Which ſoon in peace flip from the human mind. 

Teaching hereby, without dependance firm 

Upon Jehovah, and not human arm, 

They fly before their foes : but now alarm'd, 


Their faith call'd up, with holy zeal they're warm d; 3 


They in Jehovah's name vow vengeance dire, 
And army warm'd with heav'nly martial fire; 
After their captain's banner take the field, 
And in his ſtrength their glitt'ring weapons wield; 
With ſo much courage, and ſuch warlike hands, 
That dire deſtruction runs thro' Arad's lands. 
Armies and cities feel the fatal blow, 
Routed with an eternal overthrow. 

Another branch of Amoritiſh race, 
dihon by name, who now his tent did place 
In Heſhbon fair: Moab's royal ſeat of old, 
Till Chemoſh (their abomination) ſold _- 
Them all as captives into Sihon's hands, 
With all his lords, high-places, and his lands. 
Demoliſh'd theſe and utterly laid waſte, | 
From Dibon, unto- — in the eaſt. 
From this deſtruction Sthon's kingdom ſprung, 
Tall as the cedar, and the oak as ſtrong. 3-1 4 
To whom God's tribes a friendly meſſage ſent, 
Requeſting paſſage with each herd and tent 
On king's highway; as ſtrangers paſſing thro' ; 
Who buy and, p⸗ not rob as hoſtile foe. . - 
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But Sihon ripe for a deſtructive ſhower, 
Harden'd his ſpirit but *gainſt Iſrael more: 
Becauſe the thing was from the Lord of heav'n, 
That Iſrael might have all their kingdoms giv'n. 
And ſoon they ſpread themſelves in Jazer's fields, 
In warlike poſture with their {words and ſhields: 
Where Iſrael meets them; and the watch-word giv'n, 
They are deliver'd, faith the God of heav'n, 
Into your hands. No to poſſeſs begin, 
For th* Amorites have now fill'd up their ſin. 
Engag*d the armies, but not long remains 
Doubtful— Who ſhall be maſter on the plains. 
Sihon is ſmitten, by the ſword of God, 
And ſoon the field becomes a field of blood: 
Women and children feel.the fatal blow, 
And periſh in the total overthrow. 
Iſrael triumph, and fill their conqu'ring hands 


With ſpoil of cities, cattle, gold, and lands: 


And ſing their Captain great Jehovah's praiſe, 
(Like thoſe dividing ſpoils) in martial lays. 


Next Og, gigantic, and renown'd for ſtrength, 85 
With iron bedſtead, of enormous length, 


And breadth proportion'd, giant to contain, 


And loll at eaſe, in his tyrannic reign: 
On Baſhan's fruitful hill, where fatteſt kine 


Did browſe and feed, as ſing the bards divine, 


Reign'd here the tyrant, in his palace fair, 
O'er cities fortified with gates and bar 


In number fixty, high wall'd up i' th? air: 
Beſides unwalled villages, not few, 


In Argob's region: all Og's kingdom now. 


Thro? reign tyrannic, both *gainſt man and God, 
He's now grown ripe for the deſtroying rod. 
. Thy ſeed, ſaith God to Abram, ſhall ſojourn 
Four hundred years in Egypt, then return; 
Ripen'd as yet is not the Am'rites ſin, | 
Total deſtruction gainſt them to bring in. 


"2+ i 


But 


CONQUES ＋T 8. 
But now, ſaith God, as to Belſhazzer great, 


Thou'rt weigh'd and wanting, number'd and compleat 
Thy years for vengeance.—And thy end is come, 


Thy heart I'll harden, run and meet thy doom. 
Him I'll deliver, ſubjects and his land; 
-Saith God to Iſrael, now into your hand. 


Looſen'd from God's reſtraint : to Edrei- $ plains, 


To meet his ruin, with his num*rous trains, 

In pride's elated madneſs wild he runs, 

Where Iſrael meets him, and the battle joins, 
Martial hiſtorians have th* advantage here, 

Of thoſe who only Jeſus? wars declare; 

Theſe can with them lead armies great to field, 

And pitch the battle too with ſword and ſhield, 

In awful form; tickling the reader's ear, 

With fancy itching greedily to hear 

Clangor and deadly ſounds, in trembling air, 

Of battle bloody :—rallying and retreat, 

Repulſe and fall, of ſome commander great. 


} 


But reader's throbbing hopes here ſoon are o'er, 


At the firſt puſh God's army's conqueror, 


And fatan's fly, or die upon the {pot 3 IH 
How can it otherwiſe be creatures lot: 


When war is wag'd by worms againſt their Lord, 


Unequal match—no battle—ſaith God's word. 
Deſtruction at the laſt God's word foretells, 
When ſatan's crew thro? Gog Magog rebels: 
And from circumf'rence to earth's center ſpeed, 
The world in arms againſt the royal ſeed. 
On breadth of earth, them to beſiege in form, 
In royal city, or attack by ſtorm. 
But blaſted ſoon our expectations great 

Ot battle bloody, and heroic feat; 


The Lord of heav'n, rains fire, from heav'n his 21 8 


An army, th' hugeſt which the world e'er ſaw, 
Is acts deſtroy'd, 2 or ſword, or blow. 


Such 
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Such here's the caſe, no fooner armies Join, 
But Og is ſmitten by a blow divine: 
Himſelf, his army, people ſmall and great, 


Periſn, both root and branch, in the defeat. 


Their kingdom” s taken, with fair Herman's hill, 

And Iſrael dwells alone, as conqu'ror ſtill. 
Succeſlive vict'ries Iſrael's fame refound, 

Thro' nations trembling, all the eaſt around. 

Pitch'd now in plains of Lot's inceſtuous ſon, 

And rich with ſpoils, of kingdoms over run; 

Iſrael rejoiceth in the Lord his God, 

O'er mighty foes, thro? his avenging rod. 


Incamp'd near Moab, they terrible are ſeen, 
| Whoſe loins are looſer's, and his heart in pain, 


To ſee the mighty every where put down, 
By flaviſh rabble; ding their higheſt throne. 
Moab faints, and All bis ſons, nor dare engage 
With Iſrael in the field a war to wage: 

That hopeleſs, after Og and Sihon ſtrove 


In vain, to ſtop the bold advent'rers rove. 


New ſchemes are ſought by politicians grave, 
When bow, nor ſword, nor mighty arm could fave. 
Then curſe propheric is bethought upon, 

And application made to Bozor's ſon, 

By gifts, and wages of unrighteouſneſs ; 

The hope of th e who can nor curſe nor bleſs. 
With divination's wages in their hand, 
Moab's elders haſte away to Pethor's land, 

Where Balaam dwelt; a prophet in the eaſt; 

And far reward ſome thought both curſt and bleſt, 
They bow before him, and confeſt his fame, 
Make ſupplications in their maſter's name: 


Come now, we pray thee, curſe this num'rous 5 5 
If, peradventure, we may ſave our land 
From locuſt bands: for in idolatrx 
Doubt ſtill prevails, in cloſe extremity. 
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CONQUESTS. 
Their ifs and buts their unbelief explains; 
Thus Cato reaſons all in doubtful ftrains : 
This world was made fer Ceſar ; but anon bl 
He reaſons, doubts, deſpairs, then all is gone. 1 
Jonah's companions too in like diſtreſs, | 1 
Cry, pray; thy God perhaps, not ours, may bleſs. 
God's word was poſitive, thou ſhalt not go | 278 
[rae] to curſe, they're bleſs d, it ſhall be fo. | 
But heavy news this to their trembling king, 32H | 1 
Who vainly hop'd his word and gifts would bring "N 
The prophet : and his voice direct beſide, i 
To bleſs or curſe, juſt as he ſignified. | 3 
But hope renew'd; gifts larger will prevail, 
And mind of God and man, to change, avail: 
The baſis this of th' unbehever's plan, 
That works and off rings' make both God and may 
Propitious, if offended ; otherwiſe to grant 
The votary's wiſh; to make or fiend, or faint. 
Nobler the meſſengers than firſt are ſent, 
With larger promiſes along they went; 
Thro' which the prophet is at once inclin'd, 
To try if God perhaps had chang'd his mind. 
So think falſe prophets, and their vot'ries too, 
That God, like man, is chang*d by weal or woe. 
And ſo it ſcems ſometimes to purblind eyes, 
That change in man can change the great all-wiſe 
Creator of all worlds, whoſe glorious name 
Is the unchangeable and great I am. 
To-day, and yeſterday, and ſtill will be, 
What once he' was, and is eternally. | 

Thou ſhalt not go: was God's expreſs command, 
To curſe the people of the Lord's right-hand. 
Sufficient order to the faithful mind, 
Which in ſubmiſſion is to heav'n refipn'd x: 
Nor ſeeks to alter God's decree, when known, 
But calmly yields, and fays, thy will be done. 

IS _— - 


—_ by # 
Ly ow oe _ —" ry Þ 
MW 2 FEAR 


92 MESSIAH'S 


WAX 4 5 q __ 
A 24S « 2 8 238 . 4 Knee \ 
o ras hte, r 


r 
— — 


if 
if 
i} 
1 
1 
1 
11 
b. I; Fx 
| 
| {ii 
Wei, 
; x 
{i 
1 
| 
17 
[1 


But Balaam's eye darken'd with golden duft, Le 
. And mind corrupted with bewitching luſtt of 
3 Of wage unrighteous, and falſe honour's baits, IN 
3 Once more aſks counſel of the God he hates; A 
* The anſwer ſtrange; God, who but yeſterday, I. 
'Þ Said, go thou ſhall not; now ſays, go thou may, A 
K No new procedure this, in God we find, | U 
I When mortals him approach with double mind ; T 
N Aſk favours with their idols fore their face, Br 
{ His anſwers then ſuit their deluſions baſe. Ti 
And thus he works in providence moſt wiſe, Tl 
His foes enſnaring in their nets of lies. A 
Says go, and then withſtands them in the way; B 
Says do, then ſmile when they his word obey. Hl 
Saving his own by grace, who are the ſame A 
In thought, in word, in work, and every blame: dt 
Yet juſt and gracious God remaineth ſtill, Pl 
The blame reſts wholly in the creature's will. | It 
1 Per miſſion granted, Balaam hies with ſpeed, 1 
| But ſoon's withſtood' in his perverted deed G 
= By God, in angel form, with ſword in hand; A 
1 Timely come forth, gainſt Iſrael's foe to ſtand. 0 
1 To prophet blind, inviſible, but ey'd | 
0 By beaſt, not man, altho* for prophet cry'd: 0 
Cruſh'd with her leaps againſt th' adjoining wall, V 
1 The prophet ſmites, then down the aſs did fall [ 
WW Beneath her burden; and with voice of man F. 
| } 4 The prophet's madneſs chides, once and again. 4 
1 Harden'd yet more, till open'd eyes beheld L 
| It The adverſ'ry, with indignation filF'd : - F. 
I *Fore whom he falls repenting, and implores A 
19 For pardon; with, if it diſpleaſe, no more * 
Wild! I will perſiſt: thus miracles and ſigns 
Wil | Change ſinners language when not chang'd their minds. IU I 
wil But penitence, tho' feign'd, oft times obtains, N 
0 | Or temporal good, or judgment's ſtroke reſtrains. T 
| 1 „ + 
| | 
Wh 
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Leave, partial, given; but reſtraints divine; 
Hereby God's wiſdom in his counſels: ſhine. 
Evil and good his glory to diſplay, 
And manifeſt his name, till brigheſt day: 
That him reveal, in goodneſs infinite, 
And gainſt all ill as perfect oppoſite. _ 
With Balak's princes Balaam journeys on, 
To Arnon's border, Moab's coaſt upon. 
By king. in perſon met, and rev'rence giv'n, 
Tamely, as if a meſſenger from heav'n. 
The prophet cries, in feign'd humility, 
Alas! We nought can ſay or do for thee, 
But what God wills: yet led to Iſrael's view, 
He bids him build there ſeven altars new ; 
And oxen ſeven; as many lambs, prepare; "WW 
Stand thou by them, and by that high- place there; 8 
Il wait on God—And ſhew what he declares, 16 
If peradventure he'll regard our prayers. | 
Thro! Balaam's mouth, like ſpeaking trumpet loud, 
God utters myſteries to a ſenſeleſs crowd : * 
And ſpite of all their machinations baſe, 
Owns Iſrael for his own peculiar race. = 
In parabolic ſtrains he cries, ſhall 1 : vi 
Curſe him whom God hath bleſt ; or how defy 1 
Whom God upholds: from Kirjoth's rocky hill 
[ him behold, who ſhall be ſeparate ſtill, 
From nations all, as God's peculiar race, 
And dwell alone as objects of his grace. 
EleQed freely for his own name's ſake, 
From nations all ; his goodneſs to partake : 
As duſt unnnmber'd, Iſrael ſhall be found, 
May my laſt end like his with joy be be crown'd. 

The king provok'd, cries, did I for thee ſend 
To bleſs my foes, as man doth bleſs his friend: 
Nay, curſing was my wiſh, and ſhould have. been 


Thy work, then thou more favour ſhould have ſeen.” 
8 Coms 
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Come with me now into another place, „ 
And view the whole of yon banditti's race; | Bet 
Wb. And curſe from thence : then unto Zophim's field, A. 
F On Piſgah's top, where Moſes once beheld be Li 
= The promiſ'd land, Balaam with Balak hies; W 
'* More altars builds, and offers facrifice. _ fl 
b: Twice three and one they raiſe upon the hill, G 
1 They ſtand, they offer, watch, and wait God's will. Fr 
= Hearken, thou Zippor's ſon, the prophet cries, * 
God is not man, or ſon of man who lies, N 
Nor can repent; for what he ſays or ſwears | Fe 
He does fulfil, tho' diſtant thouſand years. V 
To bleſs, I have received divine command, | H 
Iſrael his choſen, nor can it withſtand. | 1 
The Lord is Iſrael's God, he's more that bleſt, T 
Altho' his laws by them are oft tranſgreſs'd. A 
| Vet ſin to death is not imputed there; 5 
Jeſus, their King, ſhouts ever victory here. 14 
He brought them forth who were in bondage born, L 
With ſtrength of hand like to the unicorn. V 
Surely inchantment againſt Iſrael's vin, Y 
Curſe, conjure, or divine, o'er victims flain, V 

Is labour loſt. From henceforth ſhall ariſe 
Proverbs,” concerning Iſrael's victories. 1 
Behold the people lion-like ſhall be, f 


Nor once he down, until each enemy 
Shall be devour'd, like prey that's eaſy torn, F 
The blood drunk up, and fwallow'd hoof and horn. 1 
Proud unbelief doth to God's word diſdain 
To yield And therefore girds itſelf again: Y 
To Pethor's top, againſt fair Jeſhimon, P 
They hie away, the tribes to gaze upon. a 
But Balaam faints, nor ſeeks inchantments more, 8 
God's Will perceiving, fix d to bleſs therefore. L 
With open eyes, and full in Iſrael's view, 8 
| God's Spirit comes with prophecies anew. f . 
. | SE» | In 


In 
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In viſions high, with open mouth and ears, 

He ſings : How goodly Jacob's tent appears: 
As fertile vales or gardens of the Lord, 

Like Eden, guarded with the flaming foord- 
With fountain water'd, ſo ſhall be his ſeed, 


His kingdom rife above fair Agag's head. 


God brought him fotth, with ſtrength of unicorn, 
From Egypt's iron - furnace (his firſt-born. 

Whom I ſhall ſee at judgment's ſolemn hour, 

Not now, nor nigh, but when he comes with pow'r. 
For from this people ſhall a ſtar ariſe, 

Who all ſhall govern both in earth and fkies, 

His ſcepter ſhall a righteous ſcepter be, 

Truth ſhall begird his loins with equity. 

Thy corners four, proud Moab, ſhalt be delroyd, 
And Sheth ſhall periſh, utterly made void : 
Edom fhall be e of his land, 

And Iſrael valiant ſhall for ever ſtand. 

Like bread between his teeth ſhall be his foes, 
Who dares diſturb his lion-like repoſe. 

Who curſeth him, on them the curſe ſhall ren; 
Who bleſſeth Ifrael, ſhall with him be bleſt. 

Balak provok'd, cries, hie thee to thy place 
Thy God indeed now crowns thee with diſgrace. EE 
[ll go, but firſt let me thee advertiſe, | 
What evil ſhall in latter days ariſe 
From this, to thine own people; for Pye heard 
The words and knowledge of th* Almighty Lörd. 

From Jacob's'loins a King of Kings ſhall-riſe, 
Who ſhall the nations of the world ſurpriſe ; 

Proud Amelek, of nations round the head, 
And firſt who dard t oppoſe the choſen ſeed, 

Shall meet deſtruction as his certain doom, 

Till from the earth God's judgments him conſume. 
Strong is thy dwelling place, O ſon of Kain, 


But in the rocks thy Hettering Place | is vain. 
| *or 
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= MESS TAHES 
For thou of Aſhur ſhalt conſumed be, He 
Till he triumph in thy captivity, | Th 
When God doth this, alas, who ſav'd ſhall be: An 


In years to come, ſhips ſhall from Chittim's land 
Aſhur afflit, who with oppreſſive hand 

Had Eber oft diſtreſs d; but he ſhall be 
Deſtroyed by a powerful enemy, 

Of Jacob's king, who ſhall the nations all 
Subdue, and baniſh into endleſs thrall. 

This ſaid, the prophet with the king's diſgrace, 
Aroſe, and turn'd away, to his own place : 

But ſwift deſtruction ſoon the wretch o'ertakes, 
And Iſrael's ſword upon him vengeance wreaks; 
And lives as conqu'ror o'er both ſword and charm, W 


In ſafety, under the eternal arm: Th 
Thoſe dangers paſt, the Lord to Moſes ſoake, | Inf 
And ſaid, avenge, for mine own Iſrael's ſake, He 
Them of their foes, both Moab and Midian's bands; NW 
Then from thy labours both by ſeas and lands W 
Reſt: and unto thy people gather'd be, As 
And mine, not thy ſalvation, thou ſhalt ſee. Su 
This faid, the chief to Iſrael gives command, W 
To arm twelve thouſand ſoldiers out of hand; Ar 
From every tribe one thouſand choſen were, De 
With trump of God ſounding thro' van and rear. As 


They march, they fight, they conquer, and they ſlay, WW Th 
Kings, princes, ſmall and great, and take the prey. By 


High-places, groves, temples, and cities burn, Im 
And nought but virgins leave, the loſs to mourn. Sh 
Now the mad prophet meets the due reward - To 
Of wicked counſel, and unjuſt regard Ne 
He paid unto God's holy ſovereign word,. du 
And falls among the ſlain, by lirael's ſword. 7 
_ _ Thoſe viEries gain d, the Lord bids Mofes hie Ar 
To Nebo's mount, and thence the land elpy, F Ar 
As in perſpeQive glaſs, with lighten d eye. W 


He 


Ws. 
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He ſees, and longs with ardent wiſh to gain 

The proiniſ” d Canaan's bleſſed fertile plain; 

and cries, in raptur 'd wiſh, unto the Lord, 

Let me paſs over flowing Jordan' s ford, 

and ſee that goodly mount, with cedars crown'd, 


Rivers and ſprings, and vallies which abound 


In Beulah's land: but all in vain's the cry, 

The anſwer's only peace, be ſtill, and die. 

But, Joſhua, charge and lay on him thine hands, 

As he before the prieſt and people ſtands. 

My ſpirit's in him, let thine honour reſt 

In part upon him, who my name conteſt, 

Againſt the murmurs of the faithleſs ſpies, 

Who murmurings raiſ'd, thro' unbelieving lies. 

This ſaid, the prophet, in moſt ſolemn form, 

inſtals him gen' ral officer at arms. 

He who at firſt Hoſhea was by name, 

Which with a Saviour barely is the ſame. 

Which in men's minds might ſuch ideas rain 

As did belopg to men in after days. 

Such like as Jeptha, Sampſon, and the reſt, 

Who reſcu'd Iſrael when by foes oppreſt : 

And therefore called ſaviours; but the man 

Deſign'd to t ypify God's only Son. 

As captain of God's hoſts, who leads to heaven, 

Therefore muſt have the name Jehoſhua given 

By Moſes : and which name, when underſtood, 

Imports, that in due time the living God 

Should fleſh aſſume, and full ſalvation bring 

To Iſrael, and for ever reign their King. 

Not nations ſeven, or kings but three times ten 

Subdue : but every foe angels and men. 
Now Moſes dead, according to God's word, 

And honour'd in his burial by his Lord. 

And ſolemn charge unto Jehoſhua given, 

With promiſe of n hand — heaven: 
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Jo ſearch the land of Jericho he ſends, 


And ſpies are guided to the houſe of friends, 


Unknown: by kind and providential hand, 


Which ſtrikes with ſudden fear the fainting land. 
Their hoſteſs, Rahab, from report ſhe heard 

Of Iſrael's vict'ries, both believ'd and fear'd. 

That Iſrael's God was Lord of earth and heaven, 
And all their land into his hand had given, 

This ſhe with mouth confeſs'd; and prov'd the ſame, 


By ſhewing love to th' people of his name 
"Ab th' hazard of her life: ſhe lov'd to death, 


And did immortalize her name, thro' faith. 

Oaths mutual giv'n, with confirmations ſign, 

And ſpies efcap'd thro' providence divine: 

And left the city, with confuſion dire, «+ 
Which news, the tribes with courage freſh inſpire, 
Command being giv'n the hoſt to lanctify, 


And ark uplifted on the ſhoulders high * 


Of prieſts: they march, with promiſe from the Lord, 
That he would magnify his ſervants word 
That day in Iſrael's fight, as he had done 

To Moſes heretofore, now dead and gone. 


Strange march indeed to carnal warriors Gs 


That flowing Jordan let the tribes go thro! 
Without . dee dge, or boat; was like eber 1 : 
They walked here by faith we needs muſt own : 


Prieſts feet the ark beneath; but toucht the brim. if 
Of Jordan's deep and overflow ing ſtream. 
And back in flight precipitate it fled, f 


To right and leſs, frond off its ſandy: bed... 


An highway left, unknown or ſeen before, 
For ranſom'd Irael ſafely to pa de 
And throl the wat' ry deep a way is found. 


To march God's army as on fixmeſt ground. 
Ifrael paſs'd oer, and a memorial raif d. 


T bat Hrael' $s God is . to be war's TSS F 
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For all the wonders he for them had „ 
Since from Egyptian bondage them he Wesen. 
To future ages let recorded be ; 
His name, to Jacob and poſterity. 
Theſe wonders fill'd with dread the nations round, 
Melted their hearts, nor ſpirit in them found: 


Reproach, thro' circumciſion, roll'd away, 


and Gilgal nam'd the place unto this day. 

The ſeed in covenant muſt have the ſign, _ 

Both thein and theirs the pledge of love divine, 
Encamp'd they lay in Gilgal's verdant plains, 
Waiting 'till cur'd of circumciling pains, _ 

A man in arms by Joſhua's uplift eyes: | 

s ſeen, which fills the gen'ral with ſurprize: 

But breaſts inſpir'd with heaven-born courage true, 
Are bold in danger's hour, thro' ſtrength that's new; 
In martial air, he bids the warrior ſay, 

Whether for them or foes he's on his way; 
Anſwers the heto, with a nay but I 

Am come, as Captain from the Lord moſt high: 
Falls down the type with reverential awe _ 
Before the Antitype; who fain would know 

What wills his Lord, what he would have him do, 
Who bids him looſe from off the foot his ſhoe. 
Becauſe thou ſtandeſt now on holy place; 

A proof fufficient that he was God's face, 

Or name, or angel, or as call'd by Paul, 

Captain of our ſalvation, God o'er all. 


Straitly ſhut up now Jerichonians were 
Within their walls, which could not ſcreen from fear. 


A new unheard of ſiege they now began, 


No forts erected, nor one battering ram. 
An army led by prieſts, ſounding rams horns, . 
And ark (like military cheſt) upborn Ty 
Upon their ſhoulders, with an open poiſe, 


TR the ſound of war's confuſed noile. „ 
H 2 | Well 
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| A Pe of Rome' s foretold cataſtrophe, 


Well might the people now immured ſay 
In ſcorn, what means this childiſh. martial play? 
Can theſe rams horns or deſpicable found 


Such conſternation give as quit our ground; 


In fright to make us thro' diſmay to yield, 
Surrender baſe, —And looſe with ſhame the field? 
No, Iſrael, thoſe may blow, and blow again, 


If this be all, in ſafety we's remain. 


Six days the city they around parade 
In this odd form, and not one breach is made: 


Till day the ſeventh, when early in the morn, 


They march again, and found the childiſh horn; 
And times around it ſeven, they hie away, 
Without appearance leaſt of conqueſt day: 

Till ſhouting loud with ſound the ſeventh round, 
The walls come tumbling level with the ground. 
Then enter the beſiegers ſword in hand, 

On every ſide obſerving the command 

Of their own leader, in deſtroying all 


The people curſt of God, both great and ſmall. 


Bathing their ſwords in male and female's blood, 
To execute the will of an offended God. 


Life, and its comforts ; cattle, hoof and horn, 25 


Deſtruction ſwallows ; dreadful ſtate fortorn ! 
City conſum'd, and rubbiſh heaps appear, 


With curſe denounc'd gainſt him who ſhould uprear 
Its walls again.— Which judgment came to pals, 


When Hiel rear'd its gates again, with loſs 


Of his two ſons.—So firmly ſtands God's word, 


Whether in judgment or in mercy heard: 


The former true was by the Beth'lite found, 
Which ſignal mercy true, the latter found. 
In Rahab's ſafety *midſt deſtruction dire, 


Here grace triumph” d in fight of blazing fire, 
May not we own Jericho's fate to be 


The 
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The records ſure point in prophetic ſtrains; | 
Her fearful end and everlaſting pains. 
The bowls of wrath God will upon her pour, 
And all her plagues come on her in one hour. 
Thus Joſhua was with ſignal honour crown'd, 
And his great fame ſpread all the nations round» W 
Next towards Ai the people turn'd their eyes; * 
Thinking at once the ſame for to ſurprize. —_ 
In confidence three thouſand march auay, „„ 8 
But ſoon are ſmitten: unexpected day! —_ 
Like water melts their hearts with ſudden fear, 
With duſt they cover heads, and garments tear. 
Proſtrate upon the ground their captain lies, 
And utters to the Lord in mournful cries; 
Alas! O Lord, why have we Jordan paſt, 
To fall a prey unto our foes at laſt ? * 
What ſhall we do? Thy name blaſphem'd will v4 
When Iſrael flies before the enemy. | 
Ariſe, ſaith God; why lieſt thou on thy face? 
'Tis Iſrael's fin which cauſeth this diſgrace : Wh 
They've lied, diſſembled, and my cov'nant broke; 
And therefore cannot ſtand againſt the ſtroke 
Of enemy, unleſs thou take away 
Th! accurſed thing from them, without delay. 
ar The lot is caſt for tribe and family, 
And Achan's found the thief, and doom'd to die; 
Both bim and his feel the chaſtizing rod, 
Judg ment with merey reigns i' th* houſe of God. 
1 being giv n, the war's renew'd again, 
And ambuſh laid in city's weſtern plain 
While Joſhua makes advance with army grand, 
Unto the front, and makes thereat a ſtand : 
Which ſeen by the beſieg'd, they ſally out, 
In hopes to give the foe a total rout, 
Elate with courage, they the battle join, 


e When Liracl flies with previous deſign: Ps 
5 Which 
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Which proof to them of certain ly gives, 
And therefore every man the city leaves, 
In hopes of ſlaughter, and the richeſt ſpoil, 
Of nations round, thro” Iſrael's warlike toil. 
Naked the city left, and ſignal given, 
By Joſhua's brandiſh*d ſpear towards the heav'n; 
Ihe ambuſh riſe and ruſh the gates within, 
And ſoon in flame the city all is ſeen. 
Surprize this, when beheld by thoſe in chaſe, 
At once they muſt perceive forlorn their caſe. 
Confounded all, nor power to make a fight; 
Surrounded all, and no way left for flight; 
They periſh all; the female with the male, 
Nor one eſcapes to tell the woeful tale. 
Their city burnt, their king hang'd on a tree, 
And God ador'd in his own family. 

Now Ifrael's conqueſts Gibeon ſore alarms, 
+ And fearing fafety by the force of arms. 
= 4 They ſought by artful wiles and policy, 5 

| 


Their lives, to fave by ſhew of amity; 
And Ifrael gives their troth they (hall not die. 
| But when their treachery and wites are known, 
8 Their doom's perpetual bondage'to each one. 
| Thus ſatan oft by ſtratagem and wile, 
Preſerves ſome darling troops, man to beguile: - 
= Till clearer truth makes manifeſt the band, 
Then death's their lot, or bondage out of hand. 
'The nations round alarm'd, combine and riſe, 
And vow revenge on Gideon's treacheries. 
Jebus's king, confederates with four, 
In deadly league, and haſte with all their pow'r 
GSibon to cruſh; and ſoon encamp'd are ſeen, 
Before the eity, which had royal been: 1585 
They fly to Joſhua, and their caſe made known, 
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To their relief all night he marches on, 
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| And fell to fighting 3 in the n 
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CONQUESTS. 103 
Piſcomfited, the field all round they fly, 
And after them the conqu'ring armies hie. 
Cloſe the purſuit, and great the ſlaughter was ; 
When earth and heaven combine to fight : alas! 
What can vile mortals do, or whither fly ; 
God opens now his magazines on high, 
And from his treaſuries of hail down pours, 
Upon his foes, ſuch killing vengeful ſhowers, 
As bring deſtruction more than Ifrael's ſword, 
Upon the race by God and men abhor'd. 
And while the ſun made haſte his race to cloſe, 
And favour the eſcape of Iſrael's foes, | 
The chief commander cries, in mighty faith, 
Unto the Lord his God, and boldly faith; . 
Sun ſtand thou ſtill, and over Gibeon ſay; 
Moon ſtop thy courſe, and lengthen-out the day : 
Till I of mighty foes avenged be, 
And we'll record it to poſterity ; 
That God Almighty to a mortal's prayer 
in condeſcenſion great did lend an ear, 
And nature's great machine did ſtop, till he 
Avenged was of Uract's enemy. 
| Twelve hours the whirling orbs around ſtood lin; 
No day like that before, nor ever will 
The like again be ſeen, till Jeſus come, 
And every ſhining lamp within the dome 
Of heavens high arch, extinguiſh; and a 
His foes for ever; and with endleſs j joy, 
Save, and for ever crown with ri ghtebhmmeſt, | 
The righteous nation which his ul poſſeſs. 
Chaſe, ſlaughter, ended: all the kings are found 
Hid, lurking in a cave within the ground; 
Brought forth by order: and the men of war 
Commanded with their captains to draw near, 
And ſet their feet upon the necks of kings: 


Thus ſaith the chief, the Lord * God ſhall briug 
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Your foes beneath your feet, and make you ride 4 


On carth's high- places like a ſwelling tide: 
Only believe God's word, and keep His laws, 
And he will bruiſe the head of all your foes. 


Kings executed: next their arms are turn'd 
To Makkedah, and that the ſame day ſtorm'd, 


And took the city: king and every ſoul 


That breathed, fell in the deſtruction foul: 8 


Libnah and Lachiſh, Gezer, and their kings, 
Meet the ſame fate: their fin deſtruction brings. 


Eglon and Hebron, Debir too likewiſe, 


With all their ſouls, fall in the ſacrifice: 


Country depopulated and laid waſte, 
Around the hills and vales where“ er they paſt, 


To Gilgal's camp with joy they turn again, 

After a ſeven years glorious campaign. fi; 
King Jabin, next, of Hazor monarch crown'd, 

Of many countries and their kings around, 


His vaſlals ſummons: and the reſt combine + 
In league with him, and all their forces join: 


And Merom's weters make their rendezvous, 
There to concert deſtruction on their foes. 
Their number who can properly explore, 
Who're like the ſand upon the briny ſhore: 
With chariots and with horſes not a few, 


Conquer'd the world has been, with far laſs ſhow. 


Fear not, ſaith God to Joſhua ; for before 


Ihe ſun twice falls upon the weſtern ſhore, | 


A 


Them I'll deliver into Iſrael's hands, | 
Their chariots burn, and then poſſeſs their lands. 
On morning after, ſuddenly the ſound 


Of war is heard, thro? both the camps around: 


They ſmitten are, and periſh in the rout, 


Death reigns triumphant, kingdoms: round about. 
Not one, of all that huge and countleſs crowd, 
Was left to * or tell their tale abroad. py 
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Their royal city is in aſhes laid, 

Which had from yore been of thoſe kingdoms head, 

Riches immenſe; of kingdoms great the ſpoil; 

They now enjoy reward for all their toil. 

Thus all the ſouthern lands ſubdued were, 

The hills, the plains; the vallies, every where. 

Long time did Joſhua war, even fix years more 

For none made peace but Gibeon as before. 

For God, the people had to hardneſs givin, 

For crimes unnatural acted againſt heaven. 

That he might juſtly, and without all blame, 

In their deſtruction, glorify his name: 

And in his righteouſneſs their land beſtow, 

On whom he pleaſ'd, on all his ſons below. 

At that ſame time Jehoſhua did put down 

Men call'd gigantic, and men of renown. | 

The Anakims, and many more beſides, 2h 

Of various kindreds, and of various tribes; . : 

Thirty-one kings, whoſe kingdoms he divides. 
Thus was the land ſubdu'd; and quiet giv'n; 4 : 

8o Jeſus ſhall give reſt at laſt in heav'n, : 

To his own Iſrael, when their wars are o'er, 

And reſt with them for ever conqueror. 

The land divided, and a charge being giv'n 

By Joſhua, for to ſerve the God of heav'n ; $ 

Who promife had fulfill'd, and wonders wrought, | 

For Iſrael, and their various battles fought : . | 

With threatnings awful if they turn'd away 

To other gods, nor did their God obey. 

That ſoon: their adverſary he would turn, 

And let his wrath in fiery vengeance burn 

Againſt their tribes: with evil them confume, 

And let their foes their armies overcome. 

But if you cleave to him, he'll you defend, 

And prove . W W friend. 
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The people, as one man, anſwer'd aloud, : guan 
Nay we will ſerve alone the Lord our God. prev 
A monumental ſtone fer up on high, Pot a 


This ſolemn covenant ſhall ratify. 
People diſmiſs d; Jehoſhua dies in peace: 
Nor leaves ſucceſſor to fill up his place. 
But kingdom of the choſen holy race 
Delivers up to God; and ſovereign grace. 
So ſhall the true Jehoſhua do at laſt, 
When all his toils and holy wars are paſt; 
Give up the kingdom of his name and praiſe, 
And God be all in all to endleſs days. 
Briefly my muſe the ſkirmiſhes paſs o'er, 
Which Iſrael's children in the days of yore 
Under their judges had, at different times, 
When their rock ſold them, for repeated crimes, 
Unto their foes; where in oppreſſion's ſchool 
They learn'd to know the folly of the fool: 
Who leaves his God, and turns to vanities, 
Works of men's hands; the refuges of lies. 
And when to God they cried in their diſtreſs, 
The Lord in mercy and in righteouſneſs 
Appear'd in their behalf, and ſaviours gave, 
Who never fail'd the tribes oppreſs'd to ſave. 
Of this ſort, Othniel, firſt of Caleb's kin, 
Who from the hands of Cuſhan-rih-thaim 
(King, where Abram, in his idolatry I. 
Did dwell, and place of his nativit ) 
Did reſcue, and ſubdue with mighty hand 
IlIrael from bondage, in a ſtranger's land- 
And gave them reſt and peace for forty years, 
And wip'd away their ſin- occaſion'd tcars. 
By Ehud's proweſs, next the Mo'bites fall, 
Who eighteen years did Iſrael keep in thrall © 
Ten thouſand mighty men fall by the ſword ' 
Ok Jacob, at the paſs of Jordan's fore. 
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qhamgar, with ruſtic Weapon in his hand, 
Prevaileth over a Philiſtine band ra Wh 

Of men fix hundred, ſcatt'ring all their ot 
And to God's people giving reſt once more. 
Next Jabin, Canaan's king, again grown tall, 
Iſrael ſubdues, and brings their tribes to thrall; 
For twenty years they groan in miſery, TE 
Oppreſſed by a cruel enemy: 

This works repentance, thro? the pow'r of God; 
For fleſhly Iſrael only learns by rod: 
In their affliction, early, faith the Lord, 
They'll feek me, and my name ſhall be ador'd ; 
And prophets reverenc'd : thus they haſte away 
To Deborah, judge and propheteſs that day; 
Who orders Barak, Abinoam's fon, 

Io draw to Tabor's mount ten thouſand ſtrong : ZE 
Only from Zebulon, and Naphthali; * 8 
The tribes adjoining to the enemy: 

And promiſeth, to Kiſhon river ſmall, 

That God will bring king Jabin's forces all. 

With chariots many; of conſtruction kong; * 

And multitudes, by Siſera led along. 

Barak goes forth, with his ten thouſand men; ; 

And ſoon the armies march, within the ken 
Of one another; then the woman cries, - = od 41 5 
To Barak's army ſmall, arife, ariſe, e 

The Lord is gone before thee, and to-dayx 

He will deliver, ſmite, and take the prey. „ 143: 
Diſmay'd the hoſt, by pow'r to them not known * 
They fall, they die, their captain flies alone; 
Weary and faint, he comes to Heber's tent, 

Whoſe wife receiv'd with friendly compliment 

The chief forlorn: but ſoon his r, head 
Nails to the ground, and ſmites the captain dead. 
Iſrael is conqu'ror and ſalvation's ſong LET 


TP ſing treumpannt, as they march * a 
| Hear, 5 
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Hear, O ye Kirigs;' give ear ye princes all: 
While Iſrael ſings, deliverance from his thrall. 

Ye nobles ſpeak, who on white aſſes ride; 

Ye who in judgment's chair, to judge preſide ; 
Or ye who walk upon the king's highway, 
Praiſe him whoſe ſcepter's righteouſneſs alway, 
Awake! O Deborah, propheteſs of God, 

Awake, awake, and ſing his praiſe aloud, 

Barak ariſe, and lead captivity: 

Let noble foes to Iſrael bow the knee. 

The kings who by Megiddo's waters fought, 
Where heav'n for Iſrael great ſalvation wrought, 
The ſtars combin'd, did in their courfes frown ; 
The waters rag'd, and ſwept the carnage down. 

O lfrael, thou haſt ſtrength itſelf trod down: 

Not only ſtrong, but ſtrength ye conquerors own, 
Bleſt above women ſhall the Kenite-be, 

Whoſe praiſe ſhall ſound unto poſterity.. 

With nail and hammer only in her hand, 508 
She ſmote the captain of a warlike band: 
Mortal the ſtroke! For at the woman's fide. 
He bow'd, he fell, he lay, and then he died. 

So let God's foes for ever ſcatter'd run; 
But all who love him as the riſing ſun 

For ever live, and reign upon his throne. 
Scarce forty years were paſt away and gone, 
But Iſrael had forgot thefe wonders done: 
And turn'd aſide from following of the Lord; 
Caſting behind their backs his name and word. 
Then did their God deliver to the hands 
Of Midian, his own people and their lands. 
Like graſshoppers they ſwarm the erer, 3 


Devouring all the herbage on the groun 


With herds and flocks, like wild Tartarian race, 
Reducing Iſrael into great diſtreſs: | 
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Who dens and caverns ſeek now, for to hide 
Them from their foes, preſſing on every fide. 
Iſrael impoveriſh'd, now begin to cry 
Unto the God of Gods, above the Ky. 
Whoſe ear is always open to the pray'r 
Of faith, aſcending from the heart ſincere. 

A prophet, by divine commiſſion ſent, 
ſſrael reminds, how God from baniſhment 
Did them deliver; and in mercy broke 
With out-ftrercht arm proud Egypt's cruel yoke. 
And gave them Canaan's land; and laws divine; ; 
Declaring, I am yours, and you are mine. 
But you my voice have not obey'd: and now - 
The fruit of fin ye ſhall find grief and woe. 
An m_ from the living God appears, 
Regarding Iſrael's penitential tears: 
From ſhady oak, he cry'd, to Joaſn's fon, 
The Lord is with thee, mighty Gideon. 
Alarm'd, the peaſant cries, my Lord, if ſo, 
Why then is fallen on us all this woe? 
Where are the miracles our fathets ſay 
God worked for us, but as yeſterday? 
The Angel of the Lord, e'en God moſt high, 
Look*d on the man, with graceful majeſty, _ 
And bad him go, in this his might and pow'r, 
Which might did riſe from ſpirit truly poor: 
For ſpirit proud can never truſt in God; 
Nor have dependance on a Saviour's blood. 
digns granted, and inſtructions likewiſe giv'n © 
Unto the new created chief, from heav'n. 
An altar's rear'd, on rock, in order'd place, 
And BaaPs ſhrine demoliſh'd with diſgrace. 
Great is th' affront, in idolizing eye, 
To ſee their God blaſphem'd; and after lie 
In ruins; with the ſhady bow'r around, 
Fut down, and all lie ſeatter d on the ground. 
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Sufficient provocation, ta engage Wan 

Th' idolaters to cry, in frantic rage, Lea 

To Gideon's father, now bring forth thy for” x: The 

To die, for breaking Baal's altar down. Go 
Will ye for Baal-plead, the old man cry'd ; Wb 

If he be God, let him the cauſe decide. oe bye 
Baal's misfortune, of dethrone, 1] pread faſt, But 
And far; throughout the countries of the eaſt; Ih: 
And brought their children down to Jeſrec!'s plain, WI 

An army countleſs as the drops of rain Un 
In teeming ſhow'r ; and now the pow'r of God Ji. 
Is by Mefhah on his ſervant ſhow'd. WI 
War's trump is ſounded; heralds are ſent forth, Mag 
Throughout the coaſts of Iſrael, ſouth and north. Ari 
An army ſoon aſſembles in the field: An 
Meſſiah's army, without ſword or ſhield. Lik 
But firſt the captain ſeeks a farther fn. 1... 0 
From God, to know his call to be divine: In 
Let fleece of wool, ſaid he, be laid on ground, An 
And drops of done o'erfpread the earth around, Liſ 
And fleece be dry; then ſhall I furely know A 
My hand ſhall Iſrael fave, and overthrow [ fo 
His foes : tis granted, and the ſpungy wool, Ag 
Was, in the morning, with a dew quite full: His 

A bowl of water wrung from out the ſame, =_ 
Sufficient proof, the — from God came, FIT 
But unbelief preſumes to aſk again W. 
Let ground be wet, and dry the fleece remain: 1 
JTis granted; and in haſte the chief aroſe, An 
Battle to join; with all his mighty — <4, AT 
But God, who ſeeks bis glory in his ways, Ar 
And man prevents from ſounding his own pa. it 
To Gideon cries, thine army is too great, Dc 
| For me to give, by you, vic ry compleat9Þ| h 
> Now let it thro the hoſt proclaimed be, vu 


That eas fear tho Mey + And 5 


and more than twenty thouſand turn'd afide, 
Leaving ten thouſand only, with their guide, 
The people yet, faith God, too many axe; 

Go to the waters, and I'll prove them there. 
Whoever lappeth water with his tongue, 

pre choſen, with thee for to march along: 
But all who bow, to drink upon the — 

I have refuſed ; as unfit for me. 

n, What meaneth this; may we preſume to ſay? 
Unleſs ſtand faſt, in ev'ry evil day. 

Girt with God's armour, from his err, 
Wherein we can his great ſalvation ſee, 
Againſt the wiles of ev'ry enemy. 

Army reduced to three hundred men; 

And Midianites incamped within ken: 

Like graſshoppers which fill the vallies oer; 
Numberleſs as the ſand upon the ſhore, 
In dead of night, Gideon goes down to ſpy ; 
And to view the incamped enemy. 

Lif'ning, he hears a man, his fellow tell, 

A dream, which in that moment him befel. 
Iſaw, faith he, a barley- cake come down, 
Againſt a tent, which fel and lay alone. 
His fellow ſoon the dream did right expound ; 
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For knowledge then by dreams was often and: 5 


Tis Gideon's ſword, he cries, old Joaſh's fon, 
We're captivated by him ev'ry one. 
Gideon tranſported, to his hoſt retir d, 
And worſhips God, who had his heart inp d. 
Ariſe, ſaith he, for Medianitiſn bands 

Are all deliver'd now into our hands. 


Do as I do; obſerve this my command. 
This army now equip'd with armour new, 


* Sa © 
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Such as the an warriors never n. + 4 wart 


Pitchers, and lamps, and trumpets, take in hand i 7 
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But God's commands, however weak they ſeem, 
Obtain ehe end; for wiſdom dwells with him. 

In middle watch, when darkneſs reign'd around, 
This little army moves, with trumpet's ſound : 
Their pitchers break in pieces; ſhouting loud, 
The ſword of Gideon, and the-ſword of God. 
Their foes affrighted, ran, and cry'd, aud flew; 
And in confuſion one another flew. 

Dreadful the ſlaughter ; fixſcore choufari men 
Fell in the carnage dreadful, there and then : 
Princes and kings felt the deſtroying worden 
Of great Jehovah; the all conqu'ring Lord.. 
What could God mean, by ſuch odd work as dns 1 
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We dare not ſay, tis all but fooliſhneſs ; 

_ Give us but leave, and we'll preſume to gueſs. 

God warns his ſons, againſt the evil day, 

For to be ready, and prepar'd alway. 

The preparation muſt, by his commands, 

Be girded loins, and burning lamps in hands: 

The girdle's truth; and that is goſpel pure; 

Set forth by trumpet's ſound in days of yore. 

The Chriſtian's lamp, muſt word and ſpirit be, 
Which giveth him the light of life to ſee. | 
The pitcher frail, muſt be the human frame, 
Which lives to die, and dies to live again. 
When pitcher at the fount is broke in twain; 
Then duſt returns unto its duſt again; | 
And death ſeals up the weary life of men. 
But top, my muſe, nor further here proceed, 
Jo ſing Meſſiah's great and ancient deeds: - 

Which he once did, by delegated pow'r, | 
The fame whereof is known in worlds all o'er. 
Paſs over what he did'by Jeptha's hand; 

When Ammon'robb'd and plunder'd Uraels 144 
How he deliver'd from oppreſſion great 
ä n at their tyrants feet. 


0: Likewiſe | 
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Likewiſe paſs o'er what the Almighty d 

By Sampſon, when he with Philiſtines fought: 
How one man, with the jaw-bone of an aſs, 

Slays heaps on heaps, as mowers fell the graſs. 
Never before, nor fince, ſuch ſtrength was ſeen, 
Which ſtrength from Chriſt the ſtrength of Iſrael came. 
Aſtoniſhing, to ſee a ſtately dome 

By one man's hands ſo ſuddenly thrown down; 5 
With ſeveral thouſands of Philiſtine lords 

And ladies, met to praiſe their waoden gods. 

How great the craſh! How dreadful was the fall! 
Of temple, god, and worſhippers and all. 

Leave David's glerious victories unſung, 

Tho' once with joy around the world they rung; 5 
As ſacred leaves moſt fully them record, 

Not leaving room t' enlarge for human word. 
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SixG n now how gent Nefliah took the geld, 
Himſelf in perſon, without ſword or ſhield. 
As ſacred annals clearly have difplay'd ; 
When the eternal Word in time was made 
Fleſh of our fleſh, in lowly ſervant's form, 
Not credible, if God did not inform. 

He comes on lower ground, for to engage, 
His greateſt foes, fill'd with their utmoſt rage. 
The pow'rs of darkneſs, earth and hell around, 
Unite in league, on hearing warlike ſound 
From angel's ſhout : To you, O men, is born 
The Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, a child forlorn. 
Shepherds inform'd, to Bethle'em haſte away, 
Finding the infant hing on the hay: 
In manger laid, with virgin- mother by; 
Bluſh O ye great, at God's humility. 
Kings of the eaſt a journey take from far, 
Directed by a light, nam al a ſtar. 
To Jebus led, they call on Herod there, 
And of. ſtrange things they to the king declare. 
Not doubting but he rightly could inform 
Them, where he was, who King of Jews was _ 
For in the eaſt, ſay they, we've een his ſtar; 
And ior to \ worſhip him, are come from far. 
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588 diſturb'd, and all Jeruſalem, 
Convenes the chief. prieſts, and demands of them 
Where Chriſt for whom they looked, ſhould be born; 
And they from ſcriptures quickly him inform: 
Bethle' em of Juda, is by God's decree, 


The fixed place for Chriſt's nativity. 


Then Herod calls the wiſe-men privily, 
Enquiring ſtrictly when they firſt did fee 
The ftar-z and this perhaps might after be 
A rule to fix his time in Maſacree. | 
Wiſe-men diſmfſed now to Bethlehem, © _ 
With charge to fearch with diligence for him: 
And when ye find him, then but let me know, 
And I to worſhip him myſelf will go. 


Hypocriſy in grain! But leaving thee, * 


We turn again unto our pilgrims three: 

To whom their heav'nly guide appear'd to them, 
Leading them Joytully to Bethlehem. 

Standing direct o'er where the infant lay; 

Then leaves them, when brought to the living way. 
They worſhip give, and off rings of great coſt, 

To cd now hanging at the motherꝰs breaſt. 

0 grace! O love! How richly ye appear; 

And verily, what angels did declare. 

Satan alarm'd at this portentous ſign, 

Beſtirs himſelf, fearing decree divine 

Was coming on; which he remember'd well, 
Was the grand ſtumbling block whereon he fell, 
When like the fun of morning, full of light, 
Refuſ'd to acquieſce in God's delight: 

That is, he would not ſtoop, or yield, that God 
Should join himſelf to human fleſh and blood; 
And therein perfectly be glorify d, 

Thro' his perfections, all thereby decry'd. 


And in that form, object of worſhip be 
To men and angels, thro” eternity. 
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Ant therefore proudly left his firſt eſtate, | - 
Or his beginning, who did him create. Bu 
And thus he fell, and ever ſince his fall, In 
As ſerpent, once his tool, was deem'd to crawl | Ou 
On earth; and on his belly lick the duſt: Th 
80 Knows the fiend, his head muſt once be cruſht, Th 
By woman's feed, when once that ſhould appear; No 
This is the object of his hate and fear. W 
And therefore fearing that time now was come, W 
For him to meet that awful, dreaded doom; Th 
He looks, he liſtens, and to comrades cries, | Cr 
Awake, ye princes, to new conquelts rife : Is 
If this for battle final, prove the hour, W 
If we but conquer, we regain our pow'r: _ W 
You know lince firſt we did our ſtandards rear, T] 
And for the cauſe of liberty appear, M 
What truſty friends you have been ſtill to me, A 
As I to you; O glorious unity. TI 
Call now to mind the many glorious deeds V 
We have atchiev'd, ſince from dependance freed; * 
Think how at firſt we baffled our great foe, A 
Who ſought his glory from a man below H 
Our native fkies; think how we did trepan * 
The firſt, the wiſeſt, and the greateſt man; H 
An i image of his maker, ſaid to be, | B 
Plac'd in the height of earth's felicity, | F 
In paradiſe; which theſe mine eyes did ſee; P 
In priſtine glory, beauty, majeſty. \ 
O how did enFy in my brea Len burn, A 
To ſee a man of brittle clay but born | I 
IF Enjoy fuch bliſs ; but by W of wile, I 
bt. We did the wiſe, the happy pair beguile. F 
4 Deceiving them, in what themſelves did own \ 
Their duty, and whereby they held their crown. | 
Thus far fruſtrating that abhorr'd decree, ] 


Ot men being made center of _— 


And 
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And ev'ry thing throughout the world ſo wide, 
Be gather'd into man, and glorify'd. 
But this great man does now to us ineline, 
In our black cauſe of liberty to join. 
Our, image now, not his, the man doth bear; 
Thus far that plan is diſconcerted here. 
The man, created for ſuch noble ends, 
Now dies, and rots; glory to us, my friends. 8 
While chief deelaims, th' aſſociates round him ſtand, I 
With open mouths, and motions in each hand. 1 
Th infernal lord, perceiving this, goes on, 
Crying, my nobles, think what we have done: 
Is not this world in gen' ral at our ſway ? 
Whole nations adoration to us pay. 
We teach, they hear, and bow before the ſtone ; - ; 
That gets the knee, but hearts are all our own. = 
Millions of millions, round this earthly ball, | 
Are ev'ry moment at our beck and call. 
Tho? our great foe, from nature, God is nam d, 
We have that little by our proweſs gain'd. 
Where is the God! ſuch worſhippers can ſhow - 
As we, throughout the nations all below. | 
Has he his prieſts to ſtand his throne before? 
We, for his one, can ſhew him twenty ſcore ; 
Has he his off'rings at his altars flain ? 
But here we go beyond him much again. 
His victims are but only creatures good ; 
But on our table we have infant's blood. 
What numbers to our mammon daily bow; 
And bacchus' ſhrine is often crowded too. 
His devotees the traitors often play ; 
But ours ſtand firm, and ſeldom run away. 
For tho? to him great numbers bow the knee, 
Yet in their hearts are of our family. 
He is their titular Lord, but we ſupreme ; 
He reſts — with the vile and meats 
— 53472. a0 


E 


113 MIS S1A 8 


Who yet pretends to have all pow 'r to make 
His ſervants holy, nor them c'er forſake. 

He boaſts a kingdom on this earth to have, 
Which he comes down only to ſeek and ſave, 
And reſcue from our pow't, with mighty hands, 
To plant with them his defolated lands : 
Which we forſook, in order to obtain 

That freedom, nature gave us right to claim. 
This kingdom, as he owns, but remnant is; 
A ſcatter'd corps of wretches in diſtreſs. 
Naked and poor, and hated every where, 
As in his memorandums he declares. 


Calls them his ſons, and owns them tor bis ſeed ; 
Yet often leaves them in the time of need. 
Witneſs his champion David, ſo belov'd, 

And by him often for his feats approv'd. 

Did we not often foil this hero brave? 
Make him turn madman, his own lite to ſave ; 
And on the ground to let his ſpittle fall; 

And like the fool, turn ſcribbler on the wall. 
»Tis true he kill'd a champion great of ours, 
But we reveng'd his death with equal pow'rs : 


Tho” he extols ſome of that puny breed, } 


When we brought down the monarch to the ground, 


Roaring for help, to fave, and heal his wound. 
But ſcorn'd to a& the part which he had done; 
To kill, when only fainting, in a ſwoon. 
What praiſe he to his Solomon did give; 
For riches, wiſdom, none like him did live. 
Forſooth this king muſt build a temple greats 
For his great God to put therein. his feet : A 
And conſecrate it for an houſe of pray'r, 
That nations all might come and worſhip there. 
Did we not ſhew herein our wiſdom more 


| Than his, ſo praiſed by his God before, 


When we perſuaded him, O Mileom great, 
To . thy temple cloſe by his God's feet? 


And 


Ir 


And do not thelt own records fairly own 

Their temple great did den of thieves become? 
Theſe are but hints of each renowned deed, 
When we ourſelves from his dependance freed. 
This animating ſpeech, from glowing ſoul, 

A fiery zeal enkindled thro' the whole. 

The cry was gen'ral, ſomething mult be done; 
But what that ſomething was, is yet unknown. 
Then chief ſpoke on : we have a truſty friend 
To whom 1 would this cauſe firſt recommend; 
'Tis our beloved Herod, king of Jews, 

Who will not, I dare lay, to help refuſe. 

Let ſome of us but whiſper in his ear 

That danger to his life and kingdoms near: 


Then he'll deviſe ſome means to break that 13 


Which now appears ſome danger to forbode. 
And further yet I to adviſe proceed ; 

Let our prince Moloch fly on wings of ſpeed 
Jo Herod's court, and then with him purſue 
The hints I've giv'n, or add (if need) thereto. 


The audience clap their hands with great delight; 


And Moloch faſter flies than rays of light. 
Finding king Herod in a ſullen muſe, _ 
Conferring with himſelf, what means to uſe 

In this affair, whereof he was appriz'd, 

By eaſtern kings, and by his prieſts ſurpriz'd : 
One voice declar'd, the King of Jews was born, 
The other ſaid, in Bethlehem, with ſcorn. 


The king fear'd this. bad news was but too true; 


In great dilemma, knew not what to do, 
For if this King of Jews foretold, appear, 
The prieſts declare he will be arbiter : _ 
And if the kings dy heav'nly order come, 
With purpoſe to give worſhip unto him, - 
Then he is God ; in either caſe, I fear, 
No hope i is left for king or kingdom. here. 
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The king perplex'd, with all Jerufalem, Pu 
Prince Moloch whiſpers ſoftly unto him ; W 
Art not thou king as yet? Then why thoſe cares? MW ir 
Haſt thou not power to diſperſe thy fears: Ex 
Exert thyſelf now, with a kingly arm; 8 | 
And fave thyſelf from the impending harm. ni 
The laws of God thee plainly authorize | Fo 
To fave thyſelf, when dangers ſudden riſe. oC 
Publiſh a law, which orders to gdeſtroy, Bu 
Around Jeruſalem, each new-born boy. Pre 
Then thou art ſafe, a king, a kingdom ſtill; | 
Ruling thy realm as king, with. kingly will. Cr 
Advice infernal was no ſooner 1 Th 
Than joyfully received, as if from heav'n: W 
Nay ten times more will man believe the lie, An 
When fatan ſpeaks, than word of God from high. IIb 
The bloody law is publiſh'd ; judgment flies If 1 
Around the coaſts, and nought is heard but cries. Be 
Rachel in tears, with unrelenting groans, Th 
Refuſing comfort, for her butcher'd ſons. 5 CG 
The lovely babe, lock'd } in the mother's arms, W 
I.ooks up, and ſmiles, at the impending harms : Ar 
WY bloody ſword the children's blood had ſpill'd, Th 
And patent's ſoul with unknown anguiſh 611'd. Th 
But whilſt the air reſounds with groans and cries, Na 
Moloch obtains a pleaſing ſacrifice. | He 
But ſatan thou art overwitted here Th 
The dove is fled, thou thought to catch in ſnare. A] 
The holy child thro” providential care, | Ste 
Preſerved is, to aggravate thy fear. Re 


Egypt's the place where once thou long didſt reign; Li 
Where God preſerves his firſt- born, now and then. I Th 


But ſtop, my muſe, and make a little pauſe, 3 (VV 
And ſay what is the reaſon or the cauſe - : Co 
That God ſhould act above all nature's laws; W 
In wrapping of himſelf in human frame, _ {ln 
To meet on earth with ſuch diſgrace and ſhame : Tt 


Purſu'd 


1; 


Parſi 4 and hunted like a beaſt of prey, 

Whilft he, Jehovab, always did obey: 

And after all, hung on a ſhameful tree; 

Explain, if now you can, this myſtery., 
Weighty indeed, the queſtion you Propole ; + 

Higher and deeper than I can diſeloſ 

For angels here, are ſearching evermore; 


Vet never fully can this theme explore. 


But what I've learn'd of this great myſtery 

From book of God, I''-ſhew moſt willingly. 
When time, deſtructive time, at firſt began, 

Creation roſe; the work of God alone. 

Things now beheld around us, every where, 

Were not made of the things which now appear. 

And 'tis a maxim true, by nature's laws, 

Llhat nothing can of ſomething be a caufe. 

H nothing can by known or unknown laws 

Be an inactive, much leſs active cauſe; 

Then it muſt follow, by neceſſity, 

God has exiſted from eternity: 

Who was, and 1s, and evermore will be. 

And if by chance came this ſtupendous frame 

Then word creation is an empty name. 

Therefore Jehovah once created all, 


The countleſs crouds of the angelic train. 

All ſpirits pure, without or fleſh or bone; 
standing continually before God's throne: 
Ready always to execute his will, 

Like princes who ſurround their ſovereign ſtill. 
Then the firſt man, was made the laſt of all, 
(With Eve his'wife;) whom God did Adam call. 
Compounded beings, made of fleſh and blood, 


With living ſouls, breath'd from the living God; | 


In Maker's image, but more faintly ſhone 


Than in the angels, ſtanding nigh God's throne. | 
8 | | FTT. 
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Nature, and creature: things both great and ſmall. 
Heav'ns and their hoſt, which words muſt needs contain 
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But made to know their God, as chiefeſt good; Fro! 
While.in his image, fair and bright, they ſtood. Hor 
Pofleſs'd of honour, and dominion too; | Tis 
Ruler o'er all in earth and ſeas below. ä Loe 
Plac'd in a paradiſe, laid out and plann'd Wh 
By God himſelf; and planted by his hand. In |: 
Trees full of fruit, both pleaſant to the eyes ue 
And full of fruit, adorned paradiſe. An 
With charter large, freely to eat of all, Ane 
Excepting one, which God himſelf did call His 
The tree of knowledge, for a teſt to be He 
Of man's allegiance, and God's entf: : Wan 
By an injunction unto Adam givin, ne 
With ſanction awful by the Lord of heav'n: Alo 
Thou ſhalt not eat the fruit of that one tree, He 
For in that day death ſhall thy portion be. An 
Thus man was taught, by ſupernatural law, Wil 
From whence his life and happineſs did flow, he 
You've heard it hinted in our ſong before, er 
How angels fell from God, and were no more 10 
Angels of light; but of the darkneſs now, Ho 
In chains conſign'd, to everlaſting woe. A 
Nature broke off from God, the ſource of good, Ye 
Can think, and act, and fight againſt her "G99; : Of 
But nothing elſe: ſo fallen ſpirits laid e 
A plan, to try if man could be betray d W 1h 
And brought with them companions for to be, Re 
In their rebellion, and their mifery. | Of 
In this vile ſcheme did Belzebub engage; Ex 
Armed with cunning, policy, and rage. le 
To paradiſe he flies, on wings of ſpecd, | 
And meditates how he may. beſt ſucceed, He 
The ſerpent he beheld, a creature fine, W 
Adorn'd with ſpangles, and like ſeraph ſhine ; Tc 
With wiſdom more than other brutes abound, Di 
And more familiar with our parents found. As 


From 


From theſe obſervances he forms his plan, 
How to attack the wiſe, the great, good man. 
ſis done: and now he comes in deep diſguiſe, | 
Looking around, to ſpy his wilk's for prize: 
Who ſoon are ſeen, walking in ſocial bands, 
n pureſt love, joined in heart and hands. 
The tempter faints, fearing that two * be 
An overmatch for all his ſubtlety. 
And knowing man ſuperior much to be 
His ſpouſe, in knowledge and ſtability; 
He wiſh'd to find the woman all alone, 
And waits until the wiſh'd for time is come: 
He ſees her walk, in mule of piety, _ 
Alone, towards the mterdicted tree. 
He ſlily then takes the forbidden fruit; 
And freely of the fame begins to cat. 
This in the woman did attention raiſe ; 
She ſtands, and earneſtly begins to gaze. 
Serpent commences ſpeaker, and begins 
To reaſon ſtrongly on myſterious things 
How ſoftly with his yeas / he uſhers in 
A conference, which introduced fin: _ 
Yea, bath ſaid God, by an expreſs command, 
Of ev'ry tree Which in the garden ſtand 
Ye ſhall not eat: the woman piqu'd to hear 
Their charter large curtailed with a ſneer, 
Replies, (with warmth) our liberty is great; 
Of every tree we may moſt freely eat: 
Excepting one; from which we mult abſtain, 
Leſt we Rould die, and turn to duſt again. 
Woman, how foon thy faith is wav ring found! 
How faſt (in arguing) art thou loſing ground! 
Where didſt thou hear thy God forbidding thee 
To touch the fruit of that or any tree? 
Didſt thou from God ſuch ſoſt words ever hear 


As le of ye die? His words were ns and clear: 
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Surely i in cating, dying ye ſhall die, 


On this hung life and immortality. We 
Thy words imply, when rightly underſtood, Ih 
Thy life depended not on word of God; . 
But on ſome evil, hidden quality, n= 
Which in the fruit forbid conceal'd did lie. Sl 
If fo, thy fear from God removed is, Ih 
And on the creature fix'd for happineſs. 
I be ſerpent now had gain'd the woman's ear. 4 
And further learn'd, from what ſhe did declare, W 
The terms whereon man held his carthly crown; An 
By holding faſt the word of God alone. 1 W. 
He now goes on, that word to undermine, 1 
And prove it quite another thing to mean: 5 
And on the words which he had learn'd to know, 5 
He plays the critic, by attempts to ſhow 0 
That tree of knowledge, by God rightly nam d, ) 
Muſt have ſuch virtue in its fruit contain'd, N 
As to give knowledge, wfrat is right and wrong, Be 
The great prerogative of God alone: 0 
Therefore, word death, is but a ſcarecrow here, p 
To keep your minds in ſlavery and fear. M 
Eat but, this fruit, and you ſhall quickly find” T] 
Such great irradiations in your mind, W 
As to judge rightly what is good or il, P 
And govern'd be, only by your own: will. H 
Learn by example, which you now behold 
With your own eyes, the truth of all I've told. A 
The fruit I've eaten, and you now perceive 0 
No ſigns of death; for yet you ſee I live. * 
Tou likewiſe hear the ſerpent, lately dumb, A 
Open his mouth, and ſpeak with human tongue; A 
And reaſon too about no trivial thing, V 
But ſuch as pleaſure and i improvements bring : ＋ 
Therefore its clear, by 8 ye ſhall be 
As Sock, — live in immortal * | T 


| ” i 


Woman bewitch'd, falls in the tempter's ſnares ; 
The fruit now to her eyes pleaſant appears. 
Her taſte on edge, ſeeing it good for food, 
But moſt defir'd to make man as their God; 
She takes, ſhe eats, prevails with Adam too; 
Thus enter'd fin, and miſery, and woe. 

But ſtop—I read of holy angels ſtill, 


Who know, and love, and always do God's will : 5 


What was the cauſe theſe in the truth abode, 
And kept their native habitation, God?) 
While thoſe did fall into eternal death; _ 
Subjects of fin, and objects of God's wrath. 
Did this from diffrent native pow'rs proceed. 


Or from theſe taking to their pow'rs more heed? 


By due improvement of thoſe talents giv'n 
By their Creator, Lord of earth and heav'n. 

But firſt I muſt this certain truth lay down, 
That fin is evemore the creature's own : 
Being an action, of its own free-will, 

Without impulſive cauſe to good or ill. 
For creatures coming from the hand of God, 
Muſt then be free to chuſe the bad or good: 
Therefore the fall of the angelic train 
Was their own act, and only theirs the blame. 
For author of our fin God cannot be, 

His nature that forbids eternally _ 

Of elect angels in God's word I've read, 
And that now Jeſus is their Lord and head: 
Call'd holy angels of the Son of Man, 
Who act and ſerve him in redemption's plan: 
And with moſt ſharp and penetrating eyes, 

Are learning from the goſpel myſteries, 

More of Jehovah's wiſdom, manifold, 

Than ever was elſewhere, or ſeen or told. 
When Jeſus Chriſt was born in Bethlehem, 
Thoſe angels all were charg'd to worſhip him. 


Doubtleſs 
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Doubtleſs they” re now confirm'd in holineſs, 
And ſhall for ever ſtand to ſce God's face. 
EleQion ſurely is from God alone, 
And is the choice of many, or of one. 
Thus, Jeſus Chriſt is the elect of God, | 
And fore-ordain'd to be made fleſh and blood : 
And in that form to purchaſe his dear bride, 
Of fingers vile, thro” "abich God's glority'd. 
Election next, we hear of human race, 
; Choſen in Chriſt, to manifeſt his grace. 
Choſen before there was mountain or hill, 
Throꝰ the good pleaſure of God's ſovereign witk, 
Not for ſome good in them, by God foreſeen, 
Either from nature or God's grace in them: 
Free- grace election, would thereby be void, 
And meaning of the term free grace deſtroy” d. 
As our apoſtle Paul has ſhown moſt clear, 
To all who read, and have got ears to hear, 
And hearts to underſtand, the myſtery — _ 
Of godlineſs, which in God's word doth lie 
No longer hid, but to hls faints made known; 
Who're taught of God to ſhout free-grace alone. 
Knowing that their election is of God, 
And their ſalvation only thro? Chriſt's blood. 
God's people are not choſe for fanctity, 
Seen in themſelves, or once foreſcen.to be; | 
But for the glory of God's holy name: 
Not without, but to become without blame. 
Thus was election, of God's church of old; 3 
As we in oracles divine are told : _ 
Not for your righteouſneſs is Canaan giv 'n, 
For of all nations, dwelling under heav'n, 
Fe are the moſt ſtiff- necked, as, plain appears, 
By your rebellion, now theſe forty years, 
Under ſuch ſigns and mighty wonders ſhown, 


As never ere in any nation known, | 5 
This 


is 
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This was the caſe with good old Iſaac's ſeed, 
Fre good or evil from them did proceed. 
That God's eternal purpoſe might be known, 
Touching election. On his will alone 
To ſtand; and not on human tancy'd pow'r; 
But on God's grace to reign for evermore: 
Not upon man, who wills and runs in haſte; 
But on that God whoſe mercy ftandeth faſt. 
The elder ſhall to younger bow the W e 
Which muſt imply inferiority | 
In ſomething : what that ſomething was, we hear, 
By ſcriptures open'd after many a year: 
Did not, faith God, by prophet Malachi, 
jacob and Efau both together lie: | 
Twin brothers, in one womb, one fleſh and blood, 
Having as yet done neither ill nor good ʒ 
Yet Jacob have I lov'd, faith great I au, 
And Eſau hared ; this my ways proclaim, 
As proof of which, I hid his mountains waſte, 
An heritage for dragons and wild beaſts. 
This Eſau own'd; his buildings ſhattered were, 
But vainly hop'd he could the ſame repair. 
As all the ſerpent's ſeed under God's heav'n, 
Are hoping thro' their works to be forgivn. 
But what faith God? The anſwer is at hjaandd; 
Altho' they build; their buildings ſhall-not ſtand: 
For Ill throw down their weak untempered wall; 
Border of wickedneſs, they ſhall it call: 
The people who fall by the living Lord 
Of heav'n and earth, for ever be abhorr'd. | 
Thus time, and change of times, rightly m—_— 
What*elder ſerving of the younger, means: 
Not in ſome temporal bleſſings here below; 
For Jacob did to Efau cringe and bow. 
When lie to meet him with four hundred men, 
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While Jacob trembling, on his knees at pray r, 
All night, to be preſerv'd from guilty fear, 1 
Of brother's wrath, who ſeem'd to have the pow'r N 
Of being now reveng'd, for wrongs before. | 
'But God, whom now he did both fear and love, 
Unto his purpoſe did moſt faithful prove: 
Making the wrath of man to. praiſe the Lord, 
And chaining the remainder by his word. 


In this bright mirror of God's wond'rous ways, C 
We ſee his judgments, and his glorious grace. 4 
Judgment in leaving Eſau, the prophane, 1 7 
In 15 own fin and blindneſs to remain. al 
And him who was no leſs the ſinner vile; wy 
In deep hypocriſy, and ſerpent's guile; % 
Snatch'd, as a brand, by free and ſovereign grace, Bu 
To ſtand on record, till the end of days. 170 

This way of God is through the ſcriptures ſeen, a 
From firſt to laſt, his ways for to have been; oo 

In dealing with the fallen race of man, Ar 

Since wantonly he from his Maker ran. ® 
Tworſeeds did early in the world appear, Th 
At enmity, fince that time, every where. pre 
This ſhew'd itſelf in two own brothers firſt; 7 
The ſeed of woman bleſt, but ſatan's curſt. 27 
The ſame throughout the patriarchal line, Th 
And ever fince, where goſpel- truth did ſhine, p | 
Iſrael of old, God's choſen' people were, 15 
And figure true of God's election here: Th 
For unto Abram, and his promiſ'd fon, n. 
The promiſes of grace did always run. — = 
Jo ſeeds, he faith, not as of multitude, But 
But to thy ſeed, Which was the Chriſt of God: W 
Connected wich his church, ordain'd to be | be 
Kinſman, redeemer, of God's family. WI 


Thro* which relationſhip, of fleſh and blood, 


They then became the firſt-born Son of God. 3 
" Choſen 
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Choſen, but thro? the fleſh, they carnal were, 
As their own hiſt'ry fully does declare. 

The carnal laws which Moſes to them gave, 
Never intended were their ſouls to fave : 

But only types to be of better things, 

Which goſpel tidings to the nations brings. 


Even to that heav'nly nation to be born 


Of Word and Spirit, on the goſpel-morn; 
Not of the fleſh, nor choiceſt human blood. # 
Nor of the will 5 man, but will of God. 
As Hagar's ſon by Paul the type was made 
Of all whoſe birth is but from the bond-maid; 
All the ſelf-righteous, who in whole or part, 
Truſt in their works, or goodneſs of the heart, 
Are not of faith, as ſcriptures clear maintain; 
But under the old covenant remain: 
For grace and works can never joined be, 
In man's acceptance with God's purity, : 
Without making them both a nullity. 
And if on grace alone it doth depend, 
And man's ſalvation faileth in the endz _ 
Then we may boldly call this not the grace 
Promiſ'd by God unto our fallen race; 
for thro' his grace ſalvation promiſ'd is, 
Which muſt include eternal blefledneſs. 
This grace in goſpel- word to all appears; 
By which is made the goſpel-wheat and tares. 
The tares made ſuch by him who did them ſow ; 
The ſeed was bad, and fruit muſt needs be ſo: 
The ſeed were children of the wicked one, 
One ſpirit. with him, tho' not fleſh and bone. 
But the good ſeed which were by Jeſus ſown, 
Were ſaints, and ſaved by him every one. 
This ſhows that now within this worldly field, 
—_ goſpel generally for truth 1 is held; 
K Two 
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Two ſorts of ſaints will oft be found therein, Velo 
Both diff ring from the world, in outward mien; f 
Both virgins call'd, and both with lamps in hand, 
Both ſet their faces towards Canaan's land, F 
Both walk'd together on the goſpel road, ] 
And both profeſt one faith in the true God; ] 
And both cſcap'd the world's pollutions here, ] 
And both did wait for bridegroom to appear: 
And yet how ſhocking to relate the end, 
> When cry was made, the marriage to attend, ] 
Only one half of that ſmall number found _ f 
To have receiv'd the word into good ground: 
Even to that heart and ſpirit made anew, 
And-promif'd to the ſeed of Abraham true. 
Where error reigns, there ſatan has acceſs, > 
To introduce with him all wickedneſs ; 
Thro' making man believe that curſed lie, 
That he may: fin, and for his ſin not die. 
Blindneſs of mind, with ſelf. ſufficiency; 
A fancied love, with hateful enmity ; 
A boaſted faith, without one grain of love, 
Or one good work its genuine fruit to prove; - 
An heart quite good, yet full of ſpirits foul 
A righteouſneſs, without regard of rule: 
Owning God juſt, who yet unjuſt may be, 
In fin forgiving without penalty z 
Owning him righteous, who yet pleaſ'd may de 
With imperfections, thro ſincerity; . 
Calling him holy, who yet ne erthelefs, 
May have communion with unholineſs. 
This is the fruit of that one ſingle fn, 
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By which the ſceds of evil all came in: g 
Conceiv'd in ſin, Oh wretched ſtate forlorn!/ 4 
Under the curſe of God, a finner born, ] 
Condemned by a broken law he „ | 
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Leading a life of fin and miſery, 

Till death cloſe up the woeful tragedy. 

The world throughout, in every age, has giv'n 
Proof of this truth, if not declar'd from heaven. 
Hateful, and hating one another Heroes 
Deceiving, and. deceived, every where. * © 
Here ſtubborn facts, which cannot be deny'd, 

Are proofs concluſive this for to decide. 

This was the cauſe why God became a man, 

Him to reſtore to happineſs again. 

Which muſt in juſtice be, and equity, 

With God's perfections all in harmony: 
A broken law muſt have its juſt demand 

For payment, otherwiſe the ſinnier's e * 
By an obedience, as requir'd by law, | 
A righteouſneſs of works, without one flaw: : 
And ſatisfaction for the treſpaſs giv n, . 
Againſt the majeſty of God in heav'n. 
Beſides there wanted a redemption too, 
Of captivated man from hands of foe; 

With reſtoration of the fallen ſoul, a 
To God's own image, to compleat the whole: 
For without likeneſs, man cannot be good; 

Devoid of this can never dwell with God. 

Now ſing, my muſe, of this great myſtery, 

And let God's oracles thy guidance be; 
Or elſe thou'll blunder on this ſubject high, 

So far above creature-capacity, 

For none herein God's counſellor has been; 

Not angels, much leſs any ſons of men. 

When this great breach was in creation made, 
And plan, which was in deepeſt wiſdom laid, 
Abortive ſeem'd. And conqu'rors on the field; 
Nor pow'rs created could aſſiſtance yield: 
And heav'n itſelf around with fackcloth hung; ; 5 


And fearful filence ſat on ev'ry tongue, | 
5 K 2 For 
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1 in that body will engage, with thee, SET 


And captive lead the great captivity : 


And thro' my grace, give each a new made heart, 


For peace on earth, henceforth ſhall now remain, 


Riches of which now reigns for evermore 


This was the grace which ſhew'd . 55 ſaints of old 
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For half an hour. —Then did God's Son ariſe, 
And filence broke, with pity in his eyes; 

My Father dear, thy well-beloved Son 

Shares with thy grief, at what our foes have done; 
By iptroducing ſin, our works to ſpoil, 

And rob our glory of creation's toll. 

Yet there is hope, we may the breach repair, 

If thou a body wilt for me prepare: 


Our foes to conquer, and the captives free; 


And fix them in thy love, thro: ſpecial grace, 
Continually ta ſtand before thy face. 

Each purified with an unſpotted ſoul, 

From fin and ſtain brought in by ſerpent foul, 
Bringing them back with penitential tears, 
And broken hearts, in love and filial fears: 


Which from their God ſhall never more depart: 
Thele gracious words, made angels ſing with joy 
Glory to God! Glory to God on high: 


Thro' God's good-will, hereby made known to men. 
Theſe are but hints of what the ſcriptures mean 

By covenant of grace, which they explain. 

Which covenant immediately took place 

On Adam's fall, and reigns thro' ſov'reign Srace, 

Unto eternal life; ; on ſinners poor, | 


In Jeſu's face, with ſuch all-healing beams, 
Making the objects drink of living ſtreams. 


The way to God, thro' wiſdom manifold. 

And as in glaſs, we now more clear perceive, 

Thro' faith Sol glory, and thro faith now ve. 
Wbich 
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Which glory now we'll try for to explain, 1.7 
More fully, in the Lamb for finners ſlain. 

God frequently takes on himſelf the name 
Of glory, God of glory, or the ſame. 2 : 
And this his glory ſeeks, in all his ways, | 
In works of nature, or in works of grace: 

And for his pleaſure they created were, 
And do, and ſhall his glorious name declare. 
Works of creation loudly him proclaim, 
The pow'rful, great, and only wile | am: 
And works of grace, when rightly underſtood, 
Shew forth his name to be the only good. 
When Moſes did requeſt of God ro thow 
The way to him, whereby he might him know; 
He adds likewiſe, let me thy glory ſee, 
f grace I've found before thy majeſty. 
The anſwer was, I have thee known by name, 
And will paſs. by thee, and mine own proclaim. 
Thou ſhalt my goodnels all, and glory ſee ; 
For unto whom I will, VII gracious be. 

Moſes plac'd in the Tock, Jehovah nigh, 
Shadow of Chriſt, rock of eternity ; | 
God paſſed by, and did by voice proclaim, 

His great, his good, and his all-glorious. name: 
IEHovAk, the Jerovan, merciful, . 
Gracious, long- ſuff'ring, and abounding Rill 
In truth and goodneſs, thouſands for to bleſs, 
Thouſands of Iſrael, thro' my righteouſneſs ; 
And mercy great, in forgiving the fin, 
Iniquity, tranſgreſſions they are in. 

But yet in clearing, will by no means clear 
The guilty, but in making fin appear, 
Exceeding ſinful, thro? redemption's plan, 
Which ſhows moſt fully, the great ſin of ma; 
And grace of God in truth, by viſiting -- 


On children's children, their forefathers fin, | 
K 3 Till 
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Till generations three or four are gone, 
And father's blood exhauſted in the ſon, 


Of thoſe who hate me.—This is God's great name 


And character; for evermore the fame : 
Conſiſtently herewith, no ſinner can 
Be ſav'd, but only thro? redemption's plan. 
Por this great end, Jeſus the Son of God, 
Was in due time, made human fleſh and blood ; 
And for this reaſon, he from fin has freed 
Thouſands of Iſrael, who are Abr'ham's ſeed. 
In judgment juſt, and perfect equity, | 
And with free-grace and mercy to agree. 

But that we may proceed on ſolid ground, 
We firſt maintain, that thro? this world around, 
No one redemption did as yet appear, 

To correſpond with this, God's character: : 
But only that, which revelation ſhows, 
To anſwer to God's character and laws. 
Without the loſs of attribute divine; 
For in the Son all God's perfection ſhine: 
But no where elſe, in all God's work around, 
Can juſtice, mercy, love, and grace be found. 
But now in Chriſt theſe all in fulneſs dwell; 
With pow'r, and wiſdom, which did conquer hell. 
Not only is God glorify'd hereby; 

But fingers a to all N 
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Aub now | el 3 our ſong again; 

And ſing the conqueſts of the Lamb once lain. 

Conqueſts not only over fleſh and blood; 

But over pow'rs, like to the pow'rs of God: 

Rulers of darkneſs, in this world below, 

As gods o'er all but thoſe who Jeſus know, 

As the true God, and life eternal too, 

Who faves his people from their ſins and woe. 

This great Meſſiah, was in form of God, 

Before he did partake of fleſh and blood : 

And did not think it the leaſt robbery 

With great Jehovah equal for to be. 

For ſcripture, which alone our guide muſt be, 

Declares him our Creator conſtantly. 

In the beginning, faith John, was the Word ; 

And this Word was the mighty God and Lord; 

The Lord of Hoſts, by whom all things were made, 

And he by whom this world is governed: I 

The cauſe of cauſes; with his Father one; 

And Holy Ghoſt ; the three-one God alone: 

| te ee independant Lord; 

And the unſpoken, everlaſting Word. 
Unmade was he, and unbegotten too; 


Or otherwiſe he muſt beginning know. | 
K 4 oe This 
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- Tho? truly man, 05 not by man begot; 
Soc he was holy, 
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This mighty God, did in due time become, 
A child, a ſon, in virgin Mary” s womb: 
Thro' overſhadowing pow'r of the moſt High, 
A virgin's pregnant ; here's the myſtery 

Of godlineſs ; now manifeſt to men, 

And ſhall a ſubje& evermore remain: 

A meſſenger divine adds ſomething more, 

And introduceth it with a therefore, 

That holy thing which ſhall be born of thee, 
Shall Son of God, moſt truly called, be: 
His Father David's throne ſhall Thi be givn, 


And of his kingdom there no end ſhall be, 
Bleſt are the- eyes which ſhall that kingdom ſee. 
Two natures then did in that womb refide, 
And there and then the marriage-knot was ty'd: 
Knot indiffoluble for to remain, 

Between vile, ſinful duſt, and great God-man. 
Altho' two natures, yet but perſon one; 


And that divine, tho? join'd with fleſh and ne W 
For divine nature being fully there, , W 
Prevented human perſon to app | W 
For if a human perſon he had been, Py 
That perſon only he could but redeem.  _ Ol 
But for that nature which from God had fled, H 
And not one perſon only, Jeſus bled. | A 
'Tho? natures two; unmix*d they did remain B. 
And each their properties did ſtill retain. A 
As, God, he ſtrength and wiſdom did abide ; T 
As man, in weaknels, he was crucify*d. | . 


ree from ev'ry ſpot. 
Harmleſs he was, and undefiled ſtill, 

Who for our ſin his precious blood did ſpill. 
This was the Man by prophecies rg 
Who * like Joſeph, be 25. — fold, 


Not only ſold, but for his brethren die; 5 
And, in the end, raiſe them with him on high. 
Of Jeſu's childhood, we hear little ſaid; 

Save that his parents duly he obey' d, 

And wrought with father Joſeph at his trade: 
Farning, with ſweat of face, his daily bread. 
Farly partaking of the curſe, which ſin, 

By Adam's diſobedience, had brought in. 

One thing indeed, in Chriſt's minority, 
Aſtoniſhing to thoughtful minds mult be ; 

How he, at twelve years ole, could ſo contend 
With learned doctors, and himſelf unlearn'd. 
Doubtleſs a ray of his divinity z 

With ſome uncommon ſparks of majeſty, 

Shone forth; when in his father's buſineſs 

He was engaged, either more or leſs. 

No more we hear of Jeſus, until John 

Baptizing came, in waters of Enon. 

That Jeſus might fulfil all righteouſneſs, - 

We find him with John in the wilderneſs ; 
Waiting upon him, for to be baptiz d, 
Which greatly the baptizer, John, ſurpriz'd.- 

Pve need of thee, and comeſt thou to me; 
Suffer (cries Jeſus) now it ſo to be. 

He's waſh'd in Jordan: and behold from heav'n, 
And earth likewiſe, there's witneſs to him giv'n. 
Both unto human eyes and ears reveal'd; 

And therefore for the true Meſſiah ſeal'd. & 
The Father's voice was heard from heav'n aloud, 
Like claps of thunder, from the broken cloud 3 
Saying, this is my well-beloved Son, 
In whom I am well pleaſ'd, my work he's: done. 
And while they liſten to the voice from heav* n, 
Another ſignal is unto them giv'n: 

The Holy Ghoſt, in form of harmleſs Gove; 


From heav'n deicends, and reſts on Son of Love. 
| Jeſus 
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Jeſus on earth has witneſſed the ſame; 

Sufficient this God's favour to regain, 

Wherever known: hereby without excuſe 

Will men be left, who to believe refuſe: 

Yet one thing more, deſerves our notice here, 

And that's what God to Moſes did declare ; 

When his great name he did to him proclaim, 

That Jeſus Chriſt muſt anſwer to the ſame : 

And manifeſt it, both by work and word, 

Or elſe he cannot be the Chriſt and Lord. 
Jeſus baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 

And of his armour fully now poſſeſt; 

Is to the wilderneſs by Spirit led, 

Either to die, or bruiſe the ſerpent? s head. 

A place far from the eyes of human ken, 

Where birds of prey, and dragons, had their den. 

For forty days a folemn faſt did keep __ 

In wilderneſs, where hurtful beaſts did ſleep: ; 

A ſituation of-compleat diſtreſs ; | 

In hunger, cold, and want, and nakedneſs. 

Satan attacks bim in this forlorn ſtate, _ 

- Acquainted now with what had paſs'd of late 

At Jordan's ſtreams ;- where voice and ſign. had been 

Lately, from heav'n, by many heard and ſeen. 

The tempter from this text, did firſt begin 

| Jeſus to tempt to unbelief and fin. 

Of what he had from heav'n heard teſtify'd. 

By God, who is thro” unbelief deny'd. 

If thou be Son of God, thy pow'r make known; 

And into bread convert this heap of ſtone. 

What! Son of God? And ſtarve for Ranger t too; 

A wretched Sire, and puny Son alſo. 

It cannot be, the whole is but a dream, 

Or ſome foul ſpirit counterfeiting him. 

Pray did not God, once in this wilderneſs, 

Thouſands and thouſands of his people bleſs? 


— 


With 
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With bread from heav'n, and water from the rock, 
For forty years he fed that rambling flock. | 
And thou forſooth! His firſt-born Son uſd: pine, 
And die for want: that God cannot be thine. 
Jeſus replies, man liveth not alone L 
By bread ; but by the words of God, which come 
From his own mouth, which life and Toirit are, 
And will, thro? faith, preſerve me from deſpair. 
Therefore the word Pre heard, from God above, 
Will life and ſtrength unto me ever prove. 
Satan alarmed, falls into a ſwoon ; 
But from his fainting fit recovers ſoon. 
And the ſame conflict is again renew'd, 
Tho' by ſome diffrent ways and means purſu'd, 
The fiend perceiving Jeſus Chriſt to uſe 
No weapon but the ſword, the ſame did chuſe: 
Sword of the ſpirit, with two edges keen, 
Which joint and marrow can divide between; 
And ev'ry ſecret of the heart diſcloſe, 
And naked, unto all, the ſame expole. 

One well may wonder what the fiend could mean, | 
By armour ſo deſtruQive unto him. | 
For word of God his hiſt'ry fully gives; 
As all may ſee, who read it and believes. 
For all his wiles are manifeſt thereby, 
And calPd myſtery of iniquity. 
surely he thought, his end he might obtain, 
Thro' his great art in corrupting the ſame. 
For ſatan could not but ſuſpicions have 
That Jeſus was Meſſiah, come to ſave: 
From many hints, which he before had ſeen, 
At Jeſu's birth, and Jordan's healing ſtream. 
But hopes and fears, mixed with enmity, 
Still prompted him to hope for victory. 
He might refle& upon his former deed, 


How well 1 ry he lden did ſucceed, | 1 
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In days of old, when he made mother Eve, - = 
His he, entwiſted with the truth, believe. Jel 
While ſhe in paradiſe, with holy God, 8a 
Stood perfect in moſt holy fleſh and blood. 8 po 
And Jeſus Chriſt, altho? the holy God, W 
Appeared now but human fleſh and blood. | 6a 
Satan leads Jeſus now to houſe of pray'r, Ar 

God's temple then, whoſe preſence dwelled there, At 

Nought yet appears but truth and piety ; Im 

Who could ſuſpect, beneath all this, the lie? He 

But truth or error in his hand, tis plain, Ne 
Are always uſ'd, his end for to obtain. 

On pinnacle on bigh, or point of ſtone, ge 
Jeſus he ſets, to ſtand, or fall, alone. Ss KH 
Perching, like bird, on weathercock on high, A 

With wings expanded, ready for to fly: H 

But would or could not puſh him beadlong down, W 

That would bave made the action not Chriſt's own. M 

For free-will muſt in human actions be | In 

The leader, or elſe no free agency, T 

Nor vice, nor virtue, have exiſtency. © T 
But ſatan now draws his unruſty ſword, Ic 

And ſhews himſelf acquainted with God's 'word: BY 

Caſt thyſelf down, he impudently ſaid, N 

If Son of God, thou need not be afraid 2 8² 

For it is written in that book of thine, ds 
God charged has, his angels, all divine, F. 
To keep his ſons, as mothers in their arme M 

Keep children ſafely from impending harms. _ A 
Jeſus the blow returns, by the ſame ſword, ; F 

*Tis writ, thou ſhalt not tempt thy God and Lord. A 

* R * — . „42 D 

* * * 8 1 * - * 3 G 
Saran then ids bim to a mountain high; M 
Diſplays the glory, to the naked eye, E 


Of this vain world, and each alluring bait; ; 
Thinking perhaps, it would him captivate ; | 


Fool 
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Fool that he was; to think that he who made 

The world at firſt, ſhould by it be betray'd. 

Jeſus then ſpoke, with unreſiſted pow'r, 

Satan be gone, and trouble me no more.: 

For 'tis recorded in God's holy word, 

Worſhip is due to none but God the Lord. 

Satan at this precipitantly fled; '. Bs 

And Jeſus? vict'ry was at once diſplay'd : 

Angels were by Jehovah then ſent down, 

Immanuel's noble victory to crown. 

He who our predeceflors had beguil'd, 

Now by Immanuel's pow'r is fairly foil'd. 
Jeſus, when entering on his miniſtry, 

Selected twelve, ambaſladors to be; 

That after his deceaſe they might proclaim 

A full ſalvation, thro' their Maſter's name. 

He call'd one here, another there, and they, 

Without gainſaying, did their Lord obey: 

Men deſtitute of all ſcholaſtic worth, 

In reaſon's eye unfit for to hold forth _ 

The goſpel ; yet as Moſes' rod did guide 

The choſen tribes, over the ſwelling tide ; 

50 by the rod of God's great ſtrength, did they 

Eternal life to finners' hearts convey. —_ 

Nay Jeſus has to them this witneſs givin, _ 

Satan I ſaw like lightning fall from heav'n : 

Your preaching ſhall his enmity diſcloſe, 

Fear not, his vaunting pow'r-I will oppoſe : 

My healing balm the dark'ned eye ſhall clear; 

And bid new muſic charm th' unfolded ear; | 

The dumb ſhall ſing; the lame his crutch forego, 

And leap exulting, like the bounding roe. 


Death, hell, and grave ſhall feel my conqu'ring hand, 


Give up their prey, when I do give command. 
My conqu'ring arm, ere long, ſhall win the field, 
E'en David like, without or ſpear, or ſhield, 
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When great Goliah, fill'd with helliſh pride, 
Appear d, jeſhuron's army to deride; 

David inſpir'd, with more than human ſkill, 

Did leave his flock to browſe-upon the hill; 
And forthwith down into the valley came, 
Crying, what ſhall the conqueror obtain ö 
Who lays Goliah breathleſs on the plain: 

The croud reply'd, the king will gifts beſtow, 
And he muſt alſo be his ſon-in-law. 
His fling he takes, picks up five ſtones with ſpeed; 
Then for th' attack he ſtraightway did proceed. 
The tyrant ſeeing David's ruddy face, 

His anger roſe, he breathed out diſgrace; 

Am I a dog, thou villain, he did cry, 

1 hat with a ſtaff to me thou'rt drawing nigh : 
Come here, and I will rame thy fooliſh pride, 
And give thy carcaſe to the feather'd tribe. 
David reply 'd, thou comes with fpear and ſword, 
I come i' th' name of IfraePs God and Lord; 
Whom thou blaſphem'ſt ; but thou ere long thal ſee 
Jehovah will decide the vi 

The nimble youth then fixt the fatal gone e 
Within his fling, which fetch'd the tyrant down. 
Then ſnatching up the huge end ſpear, 
Cuts through the maſſy neck, from ear to ear. 
The Phitiftines then fled; from rear to van, 
Loud acclamations thro? the Hebrews ran. 

Here now in type we have it clear diſplay'd, 
What God, in paradiſe, to th ſerpent faid : 
Altho', fays God, thou may injure man's heel, 
Thy head ere long a fatal ſtroke ſhall feel. 
But to return; feeing the multitude 

Boldly into his preſence to intrude ; 

His —— he open'd, and did there explain 
The law, which does all human hearts enchain : 
Under which law Adam's deſeendants lie, 
Helpleſs, and Bopezeſt, to ä 


But 


T 


2 OH 


22 2 


CONQUESTS. 443 


But Jeſus did it fully magnify, 
And now the finners he can juſtify. | 
When ſhe, with bloody ile, to him came, 
And only toucht (by faith) his garment's hem; 
Her bloody iſſue was abſorbed quite, 
Fen by his word, who ſpoke, and there was light, 
Demoniacs and lepers were made whole; 7 
Not in their body only, but in ſoul. 
Five thouſand once did gather him around, 
And heard attentively the joyful ſound: 
Some prov'd its pow'r, and did obedience yield, 
Altho* deliver'd in the open field. 
Then calls the twelve from out the A around, 
And bids them ſeat the people on the ground; 
Humility indeed! No table ſpread ; 
Two fiſhes only, and five loaves of bread : | 
All ſure would wonder, all would gazing ſtand, _ 
Unleſs they ſaw a multiplying hand. 
His eyes and hands he unto heav'n did rear, 4 
CalPd for a bleſſing on the homely cheer ; | ! 
May we unto this practice ſtill adhere. 
And when the gueſts were fully ſatisfy'd, 
Take up the fragments now, Immanuel cry'd : 
Sure now they would him for Meſſiah own, 
To ſee more taken up, than was ſet down. 
A blind man once unto the Lord applies, 
To clear the film from his beclouded eyes; 
He cries, O Son of David, look on me, 
And let me in thy works a ſharer be. 
By this we may draw a conclufion fure, 
He knew ImmanuePs promogeniture. FCG 
Doſt thou believe, ſaid Jeſus, I have pow'r 
Thy clouded eyes to brightneſs to reſtore ? 
I do, dear Lord, he eries; then Jeſus fpoke, 
A ſhining brightneſs thro' his eye-balls broke ; 
Thy faith hath made thee whole, now go thy way; 


This clearly * Godhead doth diſplay. : p 
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As God, he was eternal and divine; | 

As man, he ſprung from royal David's line. | 

1 His word the foaming billows did divide, W 
1 When tribute came, a fiſh his wants ſupply'd: 


Foxes have holes; the winged fowls lie down; Th 
But Jeſus had no place to call his own. - 
When he thro? Salem's ſtreets on aſs did ride, 0 
The little children loud hoſanna's cry'd ; | F 
While Phariſees did ſneer, and him deride. 


On foot he walk' d, around, from place to place, C 

To publiſh the glad tidings of free-grace; W 

Yet for all this, what does from hence enſue, 5 

The ſelf-plum'd Phariſees uneaſy grew; To 

Call'd him a fool, a madman, and what not, * 

As if the promiſes they had forgot: 10 

vx Hereby we may, as in a glaſs, behold, _ * 
3 The truth of what the prophets long foretold; = 
—_ That tho” it was a well concerted plan, a 
And laid in deepeſt wiſdom, by I am, Fo 

It would be — by proud fallen man. Th 

A ſtumbling ſtone, tho? by Jehovah 1 | 

A ſnare to ſome, to ſome a cooling ſhade, Th 

A refuge ſure unto his choſen flock, | Jef 

A healing balm, a fountain, and a rock, : 0˙ 

But to return, when Jeſus' hour drew near, Du 

That he muſt at his creature's bar appear, In 

To be arraign'd, for crimes, but not-his own ; Fe. 

Here's love which muſt his ev'ry action crown. Ye 

How did he comfort his beloved train, 3 

Before that ſinful man did him arraign; 1 

Let not your hearts be troubled, Jeſus cries, W 

Nor my departure you at all furprize ; 3 Th 

PI go, a place for you to ſeek, and then W 

I' certainly return to you again: 17 
Send down the Comforter, your joys t' advance, Die 

Bring all V've di to your anbrence. ik 
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This done, he bids them go, a place prepare, 

Where jointly they might eat the paſſover: 

Gave them a fign, which ſtraightway did fall out ; 

This ſhews he rules both heav'n and earth thro? out. 
The meeting ſer, how ſolemn was the word 

Which did proceed from Jeſus Chriſt the 5 

One of you ſhall, (ſays he) this very night, 

Betray your Lord, before the morning light. 

How muſt it fill ch faithful heart with thame, 

To think one muſt thus vilify his name:? 

With an united voice, they all did cry, 

Lord Jeſus, is it 1? Lord, is it l? 

To this Immanuel ſtraight way reply'd, 

'Tis he into whoſe hands a ſop Pll guide: 

To Judas then the ſop he did impart ; 

And ſatan got poffeſſion of his heart. 

Ihe hymn being ſung, forthwith they all retir' d, 
And Judas with the helliſh band conſpir'd; 

For thirty pence his Maſter he betray'd; 

The hypocrite was fully now diſplay'd. 

| Satan perceiv'd his weakeft fide full well, 

Threw him a golden bait, and dragg'd him into hell, 
ſeſus: into the garden did retire, ; 
Verburthen'd with his father's vengeful i ire: 

Due ro our crimes, the which we ſhould have born 
In hell, for ever, hopeleſs and forlorn. | 
From ev'ry pore he ſweat great drops of blood; 
Here's mercy, grace, and love, worthy of God. : 
The croud appear'd, to whom Jeſus. did ſay, 

If ye ſeek me, let theſe now go their way. 

Which words their helliſn rage did ſo cd: 
They frighted fell, hke ſtones, upon the ground. 
Where's now the Arian, the Soctnian where, 
Who boldly dare at Jeſus* Godhead ſneer ? 

Let them ſtand forth, and ſee, yea boldly try, 


If this does not their ſyſtem _ 
Es 


7 


Drop 


Prophets, I own, did wondrous works, but then, 


The croſs med never fear 8 detain'd. : 
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Drop. your falſe notions, own him Lord and God, con 
Who has alone the painful wine-preſs trod: The 
Or elſe a terror will your fouls confound 

When the laſt trumpet uſhers forth its found. 


It always was thro*.holy Jeſus' name. 
But to return, Jeſus is now arraign'd 
At Pilate's bar; tho? guiltleſs, he's condemned: 
And like a ſheep, unto the ſlaughter led; 
Reed for a ſcepter; thorns to crown his head, 


NaiPd to a croſs, they him aloft do rear; | 
His ſide they open, with a pointed ſpear, ö WI 
And blood and water do from thence appear. Al 
Blood to atone the wrath of God divine; Cal 
Water to waſh and make their ſouls to thine He 
But what does now enſue, dreadful to tell, Thi 

The earth's convulfd ; the rocks aſunder fell; De: 
The grayes do their voracious jaws expand; Bot 
Some faints revive; when Jeſus gives command, Da 
Hear, O ye infidels behold and fee! A} 
And drop, for ſhame, your infidelity : Th 
If not, when he a ſecond time draws nigh, | No 
Who can you ſcreen? or whither will you fly? Ou 
No place but one, dreadful it is to tell, Th 
Mong roaring devils, in a burning heil. As 
But to return, his body was convey d Pt 
From thence, and in a new ſepulchre laid. Pa 
Guardgd, they thought, that none could ſteal it hence An 
But God did baffle their blind ignorance. Th 
He roſe by his almighty pow'r, that ſo 2 
God might, in justice, let the captives go. Th 
Hereby — has a full aſſurance givin _ Ar 
_ That all believers ſhall aſcend to heav'n: el 
For if the firſt-fruits have admittance gain d, f 


Converſ'd 


1 
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Converſ'd a while with his beloved train, 
Then went triumphant into heav'n again: 
There waiting 'till the top-ſtone is brought forth, 
And pleading for his church, his matchleſs worth, 
Then with loud ſhouts all heaven ſhall reſound, 
And ring the peal in one eternal round. 
Now does Jehovah, Jeſus glorify, 
As in the goſpel he doth teſtify. 
I'm pleaſ'd, he cries, in my beloved Son, 
Who finiſh'd has the work, and Zion won. 
Now, reader, we have Jeſus' work laid down, 
Which only, can appeale God's angry frown. 
A ſure foundation for to build thereon, 
Call'd, by Jehovah, the ſure corner-ſtone. 
Here, here, my friends, we have it verity'd, 
The words which Jeſus ſpoke before he dy'd: b 
Deſtroy this temple, and on the third day 
Body and foul I'll from the grave convey. 
David, who did Immanuel perſonate, 
A prophecy exhibits, truly great: 
Thou wilt not leave my precious ſoul in hell,“ 
Nor ſuffer worms upon my fleſh to dwell. 
Our Lord gave to the Jews another ſign, 
That unto him he might their hearts incline : 
As Jonah did three days and nights remain 
'th' fiſh, the grave ſhall me the ſame detain. 
Paul ſays, i in ſpirit he was juſtify'd, | 
And after ſeen by the angelic tribe: 
Then to the Gentiles was forthwith made known, | 
As in this poem I have fully ſhown: _ 
Then credited .by many after this 
And laſtly, roſe, and Ar into bliſs. 
Jehovah cries, I now am fatisfy'd ; 


OE then can part Immanuel and his bride ? : 
3 Neo 


F Hades, that is, the inviſible ſtate. L 
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| Yet each one did in his own language hear. 
Tho' ſome did mock, and others did blaſpheme ; 


Here mercy ſhines, and majeſty conjoin'd, 


MESSIAH * 


Now who can Lay: the work's not fully 90867 
When all theſe prophecies are paſt and gone: 
Nay thirty-three I find there are, and more, 
If carefully the ſcriptures we look o'er. 

Here's proof ſufficient given, to confound 
All reaſon rs, who in unbelief are drown'd: 
Yet we've not done, there's ſomething yet behind, 
The which will gladden each believer's mind; 
At pentecoft he meets each choſen friend, 

The promiſ'd Comforter he down did ſend : 
Which did, like fiery tongues, upon them fall, 
Which muſt appear a wonder unto all. 

Now their commiſhon they did open out, 

And goſpel treaſure freely dealt about. 

Tho' fourteen different nations gather'd were; 


Yet Peter boldly ſpoke i in Jeſus* name : 
Three thouſand hearts were by his word brought down, 
And fixt unſhaken on the corner-ſtone. - 

Hereby was Jefus' ſaying verify'd, 

When I'm ſet down at my dear Father's ſide 

Far greater works ſhall ye perform, for then 

Tl make you fiſhers, not of fiſh, but men. 


Which muſt aſtoniſh ev'ry hearer's mind: 

That many, who had ſpilt the Saviour's blood, 
So ſoon ſhould own and worſhip the true God. 
Mercy in ſaving thoſe who had imbru'd + 


Their wicked hands in Jeſus” precious blood; 
And majeſty in pulling down the pride 


Which does in ev'ry human heart reſide. 
Peter does. not unto his hearers fay, 


Look to the Father, and for bleſſings pray; 


But look up unto him whom ye have ſlain, 
And he'll wipe off your ev'ry blot and ſtain. 
. Es . Next 
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Next let us glance at one Stephen by name, 
Who did his Maſter powerfully proclaim. 
Tracing from Abraham his pedigree, 0 


uite down until he dy d upon the tree; 
This fill'd with envy ev'ry Phariſee. 
He looking up, ſaw Jeſus on the throne, 
o, undiſmay'd, with courage he went on; 
Telling them what he ſaw, their anger roſe, _ | 
They gnaſh'd their teeth, their ears they did upcloſe; 
Him to a ſtake inhumanly they ty'd; 
Ston'd him to death; thus he a martyr dy'd : 
Yet tervently he for his murd'rers pray'd ; 
Here's charity by finite man diſplay'd. 
Saul was conſenting to this horrid deed, 
Unconſcious that he Stephen ſhould ſucceed ; 
In publiſhing glad tidings all abroad, 
Of a ſoul-ſaving, ſin-avenging God : 
Straightway he to the. high. prieſt s houſe did hie, 
vn, To get, from him, pow'r and authority 
To bind in priſon ev'ry one he found, 
Who walk'd i' th' path that Jeſus bad laid down. 
Herein we ſee how fooliſh we are all, 
In knowing what may ſhortly us befal; 
For tho' we think to-day we clearly ſee, ; ! 


id, 


Yet who can tell what ſhall to-morrow be ? 
No one, except the great eternal Three. 

Saul now equipp'd, he to Damaſcus goes, 
Havock to make of his religious foes : | 
When lo, Immanuel from his throne look'd down, 
And thunder-ſtruck the rebel to the ground ; 
A voice was heard; he did no likeneſs ſee; * 
Which cry'd out, Saul, why perſecut'ſt thou me! 
Who art thou Lord? the Phariſce reply'd; | 
I Jeſus am, whom ye have crucify d. 
Tho! blind, crawl to the city, Jeſus cries, _ 


Thou'll find a cure for thy beclouded — | 
L 3 TT God 
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God ſpoke to Ananias; he obey'd ; 
All was effected when the pray'r was made. 
Inſtead of binding faints with hard*ned cord, 
He in Damaſcus boldly preach'd the Lord. 
Tell me, thou ſ{eli-plumed Phariſee, Oh where 
Dare thou beneath thy fig-leav'd robe appear? 
Tell me, where was proud Saul's inherent worth? 
Whether in eaſt, in weſt, in ſouth, or north? 
Show me it clear in what part of his heart ? 
Then will I fall, like Dagon, fore the ark. 
Where was his requiſite, his wither*d hand, 
That he put forth before God gave command! ? 
If grace and merit once can coincide, 
We with I Au the glory may divide: 
Till this be thown, drop thy unſcriptural ſcheme, 
And only title it a madman's dream. | 
Paul after this no doQrine did declare 
That man with Jeſus might the glory ſhare; 
No, no, Paul's s trumpet never gave this ſound, 
But always bore man's merit to the ground : 
Vet ſtill affirm'd, that. good works will attend 
That faith which ſaves a ſinner to the end; 
Vet not upon thoſe works for life depend. 
Often the twelve apoſtles, we do find, 
Were call'd upon to cure the lame and blind: 
Thoſe who were dead, to life they did reſtore; 
Vet all was wrought by Jeſus' mighty pow'r. 
Tho' Paul was once by mighty tempeſt toſt, 
Jeſus forewarn'd him he ſhould not be loſt: | 
Nay by his pray'r God did the ſhip's crew fave, 
From being bury'd in the rolling wave. 
This may convince us, tho' the Saviour dy'd, 
Yet ſtill he lives and owns his ranſom'd bride. 
Now all th' epiſtles which recorded are, 
To this ou truth ndr e 2. . 7 
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To wit, that Jeſus he the work has done, 
And all believers, when their race is run, 
Shall n have unoppoſ'd acceſs, 
for why? they're cloath'd with Jeſus' righteouſneſs, 
When people to their doctrine did adhere, * 
Straightway they formed into churches were; 
And men ſet over them, to care and guide 
That they did not from Jeſus” precepts ſlide. 
The foohiſh church of the Galatians flides 
From Paul's injunctions, By ſeducing guides ; 
He ſought with fervent zeal them to reſtore, 
Like veſſels driven from their proper ſhore ; 
Crying, if we, or angels, do declare 
Another goſpel, they God's curſe ſhall bear. 
Paul's faithfulneſs unto his Lord, and them, 
Was here diſplay'd, and who can him condemn ? 
When Peter once to prayer he did go, 
What a great wonder, God to him did ſhow ; 
A ſheet was by four corners hauled down, 
In which were different living creatures ſhown 
Riſe, Peter, ſays the voice, come kill and cat 
Not ſo, ſays Peter, tis forbidden meat. 
Tt has my ſanction, Jeſus ſaid, then why 
Wilt thou againſt thy Maker's word reply ? 
While Peter did upon this wonder pore, 
Three meflengers did knock at Simon's door 
Sent by Cornelius, to call Peter there, 
That he the bleſſed goſpel might declare. 
When he got there, Cornelius had call'd in 

His neighbours, and thoſe who were near a-kin. 
A happy meeting, profitable for thoſe 
Whom Peter did i' th' goſpel net encloſe. 
The calling of the Gentiles here begins, 
Conſiſtent with the ſong Iſaiah ſings: 
Sing, Sing, Oh barren! Thou that did not bear; 


1 thy grand Diliverer draweth near; ; 
L 4 | Spare 
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Spare not, but lengthen out thy llacken'd cord, 

Thy Maker and thy Huſband's Chriſt the Lord. 

Nebajoth's rams into thy courts ſhall throng, 

And join to ſing redemption's pleating long. 

Here's mercy here. and ſoul-reviving grace, 

Which did appear when Chriſt on earth took place, 

Who can from wonder ceaſe, when we behold 

The things tulfild, by prophets once foretold. 
When Paul and Silas were in priſon bound, 

Only for preaching the glad tidings round; 

Jehovah law, and ſent a mighty ſhock, 

Which ev'ry door and fetter did unlock. 

The ſturdy gaoler on his knees did fall, 

And did (like Publican) for mercy call. 

He took them home, and waſh'd their ſtripes likewiſe, 

As if he'd found a ſoul-reviving prize. 

Works here did follow faith; not went before; 

Let merit-mongers on this paſſage pore. 

John, Peter, James, 1 in this, did all agree, 

In ſpirit, and in goſpel unity. 

Not fighting ſhadows, or running in vain, | 

Forward they preſs'd, in hopes the prize to gain: 

Counting their lives not dear, if ſo they might 

Finiſh their race with joy, their faſth with fight. 

Tho? many blaze their ſentiments around, 

And would affirm, that James does Paul confound ; 

But, reader, draw no ſuch concluſion hence; 

Paul ſhows the object, James the conſequence. 
When John was baniſh'd from his own abode, 

Far from his people, yet not far from God. 

Haughty Domitian's fury had him ſent 

To Patmos iſle, in cruel baniſnment. 

Not that he could him from his God divide; 

This was beyond the tyrant's helliſh pride. 

This revelation dark it does appear, | 


| Vet 260 are * (ſays Jonny who. read and hear. 
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God gave it to his Son; he did transfer 

The fame unto a heav'nly meſſenger; 

And he to John; and John to Jeſus? bride; 

For all to look, and to be edify'd. 

He introduces firſt ſeven churches here; 

Then juſtly ſhows them their true character. 

The number /even, in ſcripture, does ſet forth 
Perfection, in its true intrinfic worth. 

The ſeventh day was the ſabbath 5 and we ſee 

That ſeven times ſeven was the grand ſabilee; 

Seven trumpets blown; ſeven vials do out pour; 
Which verifies what I have ſaid before. 

John firſt of all ſeven churches doth relate, 

Diſplays to ev*ry one their preſent ſtate; _ 
Deſcribing, firſt of all, their virtuous deeds, 

And does not intermix their corn with weeds ; 

Then their falſe ſteps he doth make manifeſt, 

Shows them a cure; but wrath if they perſiſt. 

Seven churches here, to us doth clearly ſhow, 

The flock that Chriſt will gather here below: 

From that time, until he again appears, 

To reign among his ſaints one thouſand years. 

May ev'ry church, form'd by the rule laid down, 
With care attend, and ſteadily go on; 

Still keep in view, the path which Jeſus here 

Does to his churches ſolemnly declare; | 

To doctrine ſtill and diſcipline attend, = 
Then will he ſtand a ſure, unſhaken friend. 11 
He is a jealous God, and therefore he 

Binds them to walk in goſpel unity. 

Whoever does not walk in their firſt love, 

He ſays, he will their candleſtick remove. 

How does he to the Laodecians cr 
Altho' thou'rt full, and wiſe in thine own eye; 
Yet thou art poor, and miſerably blind. 
Repent, or thou ſhalt no acceptance find. 9 55 
. John 
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John RY beholds a high majeſtic throne, 
And twice twelve elders humbly bowing down 
Crying, hail, holy, all. creating Lord, 


Thou worthy art, by all, to be ador'd, 
This ſong 1s only for creating pow'r; 


But ſoon we'll hear redemption's ſong all o'er : 


Call'd a new ſong, which none can ſing but they 
Who are enlighten'd by a goſpel ray. 

John then beheld a ſealed book, and then 
He wept, for none among the ſons of men 
Could it unfold ; but ſoon he was inform'd, 
That Judal's lion had the taſk perform'd. 

Then down all fell, at this amazing cry, 
Redemption's ſung; creation is laid by; 
Creative pow'r beſpeaks the arm of God, 
Redemption ſounds mercy and truth abroad. 
Saints, elders, angels, now united ſound, 
Amen, amen, in one eternal round. 

When the ſix ſeals were opened abroad, 

A cry was made, ſeal all the ſaints of God. 
A ſolemn ſilence then run heav'n around, 
Before the laſt ſeventh trumpet gave its ſound. 
Not far from this, it clearly is diſplay d, 
How antichriſt did raiſe his vaunting head ; 


As Paul-relates, mounting his ſtately throne, 


For he who let and hinder'd was come down. 
Rome, Pagan now, did gradually decline; 
The ſcarlet whore did then in. {plendour ſhine: 
To whom an univerſal pow'r was givin, 
Which made her vie with th' arbiter of heav'n: 
Her pow'r and pride together did combine, 
Vaunting herſelf, as if the was divine; 


Vending her wares, to neighbouring nations round, 


They drink it in, the which did them confound. 


Sitting on many waters, as we hear; 


Intoxicated 


VP when explain'd, they people do 1 * 
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ntoxicated with the blood of thoſe 
Who her blind zeal and blaſphemies oppoſe. _ 
Seven heads, are pas hills, on which Rome ſtood ; 


Ten horns, ten kingdoms which from thence had flow'd. 


When Conſtantine the royal ſceptre ſway'd, 

Her pomp and grandeur fully was diſplay d. 

But lo, an angel does from heav'n come down, 
Proclaims the fall of this great Babylon. 

Vet will ſhe never ful —. an end, 

Till Jeſus and his fronts to heav'n aſcend: 

Yet now we ſee her gradually decline, 

And her bright crown does now but dimly ſhine. 
For Jeſus, by his ſpirit and his word, 

Does now appear to flacken her ſtrong cord: 

By which ſhe has whole nations firmly bound, 

And fill'd with gold her coffers all around. 

But when Immanuel does again appear, 

His brightneſs will eclipſe her hemiſphere: 

Then ſhall the beaſt and whore by him be hauls: 
With vengeance down into a burning world. 
Within this book, we often find it nam d. 
That God's own houſe by Gentiles Was prophan d: 
This by Antiochus was deck about, 

When he ſubdu'd the jewiſh land throughout. 
Swine's fleſh i“ th' temple offer'd he, and blood, 
And other things forbidden by their God; 

On purpoſe to provoke the Jews to ſcorn, 

Who for their ſins were helpleſs and forlorn: 
Joining with others in a helliſh hate, 

Sought the two witneſſes t eradicate. 

Some annotaters would from this conclude, 

Theſe witneſſes were men, with gifts endud 

By God, the holy ſcriptures to explain 

But how they liv'd and dy'd, then hv'd again, 


Looks ſomewhat ſtrange; therefore we will preſume 


To ſubſtitute another 1 in its room. 
| We 
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We'may with ſafety tate the matter thus, 
When God raiſ'd up Luther and Zuingelus ; 
Call'd them from out the ſcarlet whore's abode, 
To-publiſh round the bleſſed word of God: 

The witneſſes reviy'd, and nations round 
Enlighten'd were, e'en by the goſpel ſound. 


Theſe men being call'd by God, gave up their all, 
Fortunes, characters, lives, if God did call. 


Likewiſe when PRINTING was at firſt begun, 
Many tranſlations round the world did run; 
Error was then expoſ'd, and th' ſcarlet whore 


Was fill'd with rage, and gnaw'd her tongue full ſore, 


I think when matters now are thus laid down, 
From hence a ſafe concluſion may be drawn: 

The witneſſes, two Teſtaments will prove, 

Even Old and New, which are like hand and glove: 
They witneſs give of the redemption's plan, 
Which Jeſus finiſhed, for fallen man. 

A time was, when the beaſt, and ſcarlet whore, 


Did rule, by a deſpotic ſway, all o'er; . 


Setting her foot on kings, in lordly manner, 
Making all bow to their tyrannic banner. 
Then baniſh'd almoſt was the word of grace, 


And men's inventions ſet up in its place: 


Vet notwithſtanding all their rage and hate, 
The ſcriptures they could not eradicate. 


As th' ark of old, which God's word typify'd, 


Was often taken from the Jewiſh tribe, 
When they, for their tranſgreſſions, chaſt'ned were; 
Yet never wholly did it difappear. . _ 

For tho? the witneſſes lay dead, we hear, — 1 
Vet they reviv'd, and did again appear; | þ 


Proving that God is preſent every where. 
Tho' often here God's people are ſore bound, 
and checker'd ſorrows do encloſe them round; 


Yet 
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But * being ſeal'd, his efforts all are vain, 
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Yet in the end they ſhall ſuſtain no harm, 
Yor under them's the everlaſting arm. 

John next a wonder doth to us make known, 
A woman pregnant, cloathed with the lun, : 
Brought forth a man-child, by the pow'r of God, 
Who ſhould rule nations with an iron rod. 

But lo, a dragon forthwith did appear, 
The child, when born, aſunder for to tear. 
But Michal by his pow'r did him ſubdue, | 


Then ſtraight into tha wilderneſs ſhe flew; — - | 


Elijah like, when he from Ahab fled, 

Leſt he by Jezabel ſhould loſe his head. 

Lo, here 4 5 ſeed the woman did bring forth 

O'ercame the dragon by Immanuel's worth; 

All muſt at this rejoice, in earth and heav' n, 

And 'tis a wonder great, which he has glv Ne 
Reader, I beg to be excuſ'd; for why? 

Here's many things which now before me lie 

Are unfulfill'd, and therefore unexplain'd, 

Unlefs we a fore-knowled ge had attain'd : 


And if we had, it too much time might waſte, 


And would perhaps but glut the reader's taſte. 
We'll then juſt glance at the. Meſſiah's reign, 
One thouſand years, with his beloved train; 
When ſatan bound ſhall be, and Jeſus' bride 
Shall be collected to her huſband's ſide ; 

But where, or when, *tis not reveal'd, ſo we 
Muſt drop the thought, until the ſcene we ſee. 
Two then fhall be i“ th' field, the one ſhall ſtay, 
The other ſhall in ſafety haſte away. 

Here ſhall rewards to ev 'ry ſaint be cities 3 
For all ſhall reap, e'en as they here have ſown. 
The term being ended, ſatan then ſhall be 


| Looſen'd once more from his captivity: 


And ſtrive to wreak his vengeance on God's train; 


Tho? 
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Tho' Gog and Magog join the helliſh band, 
Yet he and they ſhall by God's mighty hand 


With force and vengeance be for ever hurl'd, 


With all their tribe, into a burning world. 
Now when the laſt great trumpet ſhall be blown, 


All muſt a ppear, to ſtand around God's throne. 
The books . are; ſentence is giv'n; 


And all God's choſen welcom'd into heav'n. 
And what does follow, dreadful 'tis to tell, 
'The goats are hurl'd headlong into hell : 
Bound by God's juſtice, never to retire; - 
But ſcorch in flames of unconſuming fire. 
Who can a proper paraphraſer be, 

Upon the awful word ETERNITY? 

Thoſe perſons who did here the truth deſpiſe, 
And eagerly purſu'd ſatannic lies; 


Too late, alas, they ſee their great miſtake, 


Like Eſau, they repent when tis too late. 

Juſt as it happen'd in the days of Noah, | 
When God no longer would their ſins R ; 
Down pour'd a flood, and ſwept them all away, 


But thoſe who did God's meſſenger obey: 


Tho' ſixſcore years did he the crowd forewarn, | 
To turn to God, or they ſhould ſuffer harm; 
Yet all his preaching they did diſ-eſteem, 


Counting it folly, like a madman's dream. 


Reader, may you and I with care attend 


To what the word of God doth recommend ; 


When on the croſs he did for fin atone, 


To eye the work which 1s by Jeſus done, ! 
Who roſe, and re- aſcended to his throne. 
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CONQUESTS. 


THE CONCLUSION. 


Rraprk. if thou to Momus art inclin'd, 

And only with a criticizing mind -_ 

This poem does peruſe; conſider then 

Thy views unprofitable are, and vain. | 

For why, remember 'tis God's holy word, 

And tht ſubject 1 is no leſs than Chriſt the Lord: 

Whoſe pow'r is univerſal, unconfin'd, 

Can by one glance inſpect een all mankind. 
When Jeraboam once ſtretch'd out his hand, 

The prophet to impriſon, gave command, 

For telling him the meſſage God had ſent, 

Which was contrary to the king's intent; 

Behold, his hand did wither ; then he cry'd 

To him whom he ſo lately did deride: 

The prophet, when unto the Lord he'd Fp. 

A ſov'reign cure was ſpeedily convey d. 

Hereby we ſee the prophet mercy ſhow'd, 

We alfo ſee a wonder-working God. 2510 

But if the good grammarian take offence 

At ſomething here, as void of eloquence; 

Throw over it love's mantle, and for why? 

The author's views were not to ſoar too high: 

If ſa they'd been, it might more ſhame have brought, 

They with ſcholaſtic treaſure not being fraught ; 

The motives which induc'd the authors * e 


| Ta verſify on Jeſus e 55 
| | Was 
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Was only to induce the reader's mind 

To ſearch the ſcriptures more, wherein he'll find, 
Some things inſtructive; ſome thing always new; 
Somethings quite clear ; ſome things beyond our view: 
However this is very clear and plain, 


They're a fate guide to God's peculiar train, 
And ever will a ſtandard ſure remain. 
But as | have obſerved heretofore, | 
Let this upon our minds be always bore, | 
No ſafe concluſion can be drawn hereby, \ 
By thoſe who walk in infidelity ; 
And are call'd off, without a change of mind, 
They can, with comfort, no acceptance find : 
Yet there's a hiding place, a refuge ſure, 
Which when obtain'd, will-all our ſickneſs cure, 
Cleacly fet forth by Moſes, when his tribe 
Did fooliſhly from God's injunctions flide ; 
Serpents were ſent, their wiſdom to confound, 
All bit therewith dropt dead upon the ground; 
Tbey cry'd to Moſes, Moſes then ſtraightway * 
Call'd upon God, who did a cure diſplay: | 
A cure, ridiculous 5 in reaſon's eye, 
Yet all (tho' bit) who did by faith apply, 
And look'd thereon, tho? twas a deadly thing, 
Obtain'd relief, and cured was their ſting. 
Jeſus informs us plain, as John doth write, 
That he of this was the true Antitype: 
No ſinner then need fear, but may apply 
Unto this fafe, this ſovereign remedy. 
Light then breaks in, the will is turn'd alſo, 
And nought but Jeſus he defires to xnow- 
For his ſalvation : now he ſees it plain, 
His ſtrength is weakneſs, all his knowledge Vain. 
Now he the promiſes may Took upon, 


When checker'd ſorrows 17 9 25 bis On down. 1 
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Tho? heavy trials do oppreſs us ſore, 

Ours cannot equal thoſe which Jeſus bore : 

When juſtice bruiſ'd him for his people's ſin, 

And our offences did devolve on him. 

But thanks for ever be unto his name, 

He roſe, which did the victory proclaim. 

If fin inherent does our minds oppreſs, 

He has wrought out a perfect righteouſneſs ; 

To be imputed unto every one 

Who ſtands unſhaken on the corner-ſtone. 

If thoughts on death our ſpirits would diſmay, 

He fays, its ſting he fully took away ; 

The darkſome grave, who need this ſtate bemoan, 

Since Jeſus roſe, and left the guarded tomb. 

Who need be ſeiz'd with horror or diſmay, 

To be convened at the judgment day; 

Becauſe the union which is here begun, 

Secures them ſafely round Jehovah's throne. 

If ſteadily we in our duty ſtand, 

For faith and practice muſt go hand in hand, 
Happy, then may we ſay, happy are thoſe, 
Whoſe faith doth Jeſus ſcripturally incloſe. 

If pining want their footſteps overſpread ; 

He had no place whereon to lay his head. 

If friends forſake them; did not his do ſo? 

When he was entering on the ſcene of woe. 

It Moſes? law their ſpirits terrify ; 

We're told that Jeſus did it magnify. 

If temple's vail would them from him detain ; 

When he' expir'd, he rent the fame in twain. 

If they (in fear) on the hand-writing gaze; 

He nail'd it to his croſs, th? apoſtle ſays. 

If ſatan round them throw his noxious weed; 

. Jeſus, for his, ſtill lives to intercede. 

And when the trumpet gives its awful roar, 

The ſeas and graves their priſ'ners ſhall reſtore 
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To ſtand encircled round Jehovah's ſhrine; 
The ſun and moon for ever to outſhine. 

Here now they know in part ; but there they'll ſee 
= Part by perfection ſwallow'd up ſhall be. 8 
& Methinks I hear the church below thus ſay, 
With one united voice, Lord, come away, 

And haſten on that ſoul-reviving day. 


* 
* 
+ 
. 
- 
* 
/ 9 : 
. 
» 
- 
o 
x * 
* 
'% o 
* 
by 
„ 
E. 
k I . 
$7 -- * 
. 
B73 * 
1 
! wo” 
' 
i . 
F 2 
7 . 
p * 
i / 
474 
1 * 
* 
> 
4 
_ 
- 
. 
* 
. 
* 
= 
1 
* 
. 
= _ * 
* * 
% % 
$: - a 
72 * a 
* : 
Fs * * 
of 
* / 
25 ; IJ \ * - 
4 * 
* 
_ 
- - 
- 
- 
- * 1 4 
* % 
* 
1 - - 
\ — 
- 
* 
— * — - 
* ba þ 
* B _ 
* * 
. 
- 
1 5 
4 
* * Y " 
" > on 
* 1 * * 2 * 
\ 
FR E 
, op 
- A 2 
* . «+ 
4 * 
LA 7 
1 vl 
7 
* 
ay 
1 7 —_— 8 — 


